
Connect Group Study Guide - 4 

Title: Dangerous Detours 
Text: Ezra 4:1–5, 24 (ESV) 
Theme: When God gives a mission, opposition is inevitable—but detours don’t cancel your destiny. 
Series: Brick by Brick 

 

Session Objectives 

 To identify how spiritual opposition often shows up through deception, discouragement, and delay 
 To develop discernment and perseverance when facing life’s detours 
 To find hope in the word until—God’s promise that detours are not the end 

 

Read the Passage Together - Ezra 4:1–5, 24 (ESV) 
(1) Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the 
Lord, the God of Israel, (2) they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers’ houses and said to them, “Let 
us build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of 
Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here.” (3) But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of 
fathers’ houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; but we 
alone will build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.” (4) Then the 
people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build (5) and bribed counselors 
against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of 
Persia. (24) Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second year 
of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

Context: God’s people had returned from exile with a mandate to rebuild the temple. They began well, but 
resistance came from all sides—false help, criticism, fear, and structural opposition. The result? The work 
stopped. But the verse ends with a word of hope: “until…” 

 

Sermon Summary - Recap 

1. Corrupt Collaboration – Infiltration and Manipulation (vv. 1–2) 
➤ The enemy offered to “help” in order to hijack the mission. 
➤ Not every opportunity is from God. Pray before you partner. 

2. Crushing Criticism – Discouragement (v. 4) 
➤ The enemy worked to sap their energy and worth through ridicule and resistance. 
➤ Discouragement isn’t just emotional—it’s spiritual oppression. 

3. Frozen by Fear – Paralysis (v. 4b) 
➤ Fear didn’t destroy the wall—it froze the workers. 
➤ Fear’s goal is not just to stop your heart—but to stop your hands. 



4. Frustrated Forward Motion – Bureaucratic Opposition (v. 5) 
➤ The enemy bribed officials to delay and disrupt the work with systemic obstacles. 
➤ Frustration is often designed to make you quit. Perseverance is protest. 

5. The Tension of “Until” – Divine Delay (v. 24) 
➤ The work stopped… until. 
➤ Detours are delays, not denials. God still has a move. 

 

Discussion Questions 

Section 1 -  Corrupt Collaboration 

1. Have you ever encountered someone who seemed to support your goals but had a hidden agenda? 
2. Why is discernment critical when we are rebuilding something God-ordained? 
3. Personal Check-In: Is there a “partnership” or influence in your life that looks helpful but doesn’t align 

with your mission? 

Section 2 & 3 - Crushing Criticism & Fear 

4. What is one form of discouragement or fear that tries to make your hands “go limp”? 
5. How do you respond when the voices of resistance grow louder than your faith? 
6. Reflection: What practices help you resist spiritual discouragement (e.g., community, prayer, 

Scripture)? 

Section 4 -  Frustrated Forward Motion 

7. What systems or patterns in life have made progress harder for you or people you care about? 
8. How can your group serve as a space of resistance and encouragement for each other? 
9. Challenge: What’s one “frustrated place” in your life that you need to revisit with patience and purpose? 

Section 5 - The Tension of “Until” 

10. Why is the word until so powerful in Ezra 4:24? 
11. What’s something in your life that feels “on pause”—but not over? 
12. Reflection Prompt: “They said the work was done… but God said, until.” What does that mean for your 

story? 

 

Until Next Time 

1. Discernment Inventory: 
Make a list of partnerships, opportunities, or influences in your life. Ask God for discernment: Which ones 
are healthy, and which ones are distractions? 

2. Encouragement as Resistance: 
Speak life into someone who is discouraged this week. Send a message, pray aloud, or simply affirm their 
progress. 



3. Until Journal: 
Write this word at the top of a journal page: Until... 
Then list areas in your life that feel unfinished, stuck, or on hold. Write a prayer of trust beneath each one. 


