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1100 North Main Street 
Celina, Ohio 45822 

Phone:  (419) 586-2332 
Fax:  (419) 586-2553 

  www.purpledoorchurch.org 
E-Mail: office@purpledoorchurch.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/purpledoorchurch 

 
 
 
 

April 2024
 

Worship Schedule 
 

7:45 & 10:30 AM Service 
In the Sanctuary 

 

9:00 AM Service 
In the Family Life Center   

 Kids Praise  
9:00 & 10:30 Services  

for Ages 3 thru Grade 4   
 10:30 AM Radio Broadcast 

WCSM – 96.7 FM 
 

 9:00 & 10:30 AM  
Live Stream 

www.purpledoorchurch.org 
   

W.O.W (Worship on 
Wednesday) 

Education for all ages 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm 

  
Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday  

9:00am-4:30pm 
(Closed 12:30-1:00pm) 

Wednesdays during 
W.O.W 

12:00pm-7:30pm 
(Closed 5:30pm-6:00pm) 

Friday: building open 
9:00am-12:30pm 

 

 
 
 
 

 



The Tower Newsletter                 ‘Making the Love of Christ Known’  Page 2 
 

                                           Our Spotlight is on…  
St. John Builders 

A Ministry of St. John Lutheran Church, 1100 N. Main, Celina, OH 
https://www.purpledoorchurch.org/st-johns-Builders 

 
 
 

This ministry of St. John Lutheran Church (The Purple Door Church) exists to help those 
in need by providing low-income housing and/or modifications to existing residences, 
such as wheelchair ramps. Their projects vary according to the needs. But their begin-
nings were varied and a true service to others! 
 

HOW DID THE ST. JOHN BUILDERS GET STARTED? 

About 1989, Paul Stein, Bob Chaney, Jerry Weisman and Pastor Doug Meyer made sev-
eral trips to Lima Habitat to help build 3-4 houses. Then they traveled to Evansville, Indi-
ana and worked to finish 4 houses. 
 

After these projects, these 4 men met and decided that they could serve our area in the 
same way. St. John Builders, a group of volunteers with a desire to help others, was 
formed. 
 

To build their first house, they needed to raise funds and locate a building lot. Ralph 
Heffner, a late member of St. John Lutheran, donated a 5-acre lot in Neptune. In the ensu-
ing years, they worked to raise funds for building materials, re-roofing local homes, mak-
ing birdhouse kits for sale, whatever it took to raise funds to start building a house in Nep-
tune for a family in need. An anonymous member of the church offered to finance needed 
funds, interest-free, to build a second house in Neptune. The Builders repaid that loan. 
 

 WHAT HAVE THEY ACCOMPLISHED?       

It’s amazing how much the Builders and other volunteers have accomplished and how 
many lives they have impacted. 
 

 In 1990, they, along with approximately 50 other church members and friends trav-
eled to Cross, South Carolina to build a house after Hurricane Hugo did its damage.   

 During the years 2006-2008, the Builders and other churches traveled to Mississippi 
several times to build or repair homes affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

 Fifteen families have been blessed with homes in our local area. 
 They built the House of Hope and 2 cabins in the Hand-Up Village, both in Celina. 
 They have also built or worked on homes in St. Anthony and Spencerville. 
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 CALL Food Pantry was remodeled as was the Choosing Life Pregnancy Center in 
Celina. 

 For the church, the Builders created the maintenance building (due to the addition of 
the Family Life Center) and their own storage and workshop building. 

 Several wheelchair ramps have been made and installed for local families. 
 Each summer, Builders travel to a variety of church camps and spend 2-3 weeks 

working at the camps. 
 See the trees around the church? They weren’t always there! The Builders started a 

tree garden on the church property and sold enough trees to others to pay to have sev-
eral trees moved and placed around the church! 
 

IN 2023 ALONE, THE BUILDERS 
 built a new home for a family, repurposed a SJB home after the owner passed away,  
 built 12 wheelchair ramps and removed 2 ramps that were no longer needed,  
 held a 127 garage sale event and hosted the annual ice cream social,  
 picked up furniture and other items donated by families in various communities at 

least 19 times, which the Builders could sell at the 127 garage sale or to other in-
terested persons. 

 

AN APPLICATION PROCESS is designed to find families who qualify to purchase 
a Builders’ home. Applications are reviewed by a committee of several community 
members and shared with the Builders. Recipient families are expected to put in some 
man-hours as the house is being built. 
 

The Builders operate with donations, grants, fundraising events and house payments 
from the families who purchased a SJB home.   

 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Volunteers are always welcome! If you cannot help on projects or attend a SJB meet-
ing, volunteers are always welcome and needed for our annual fundraising events.    
 

Bring your family and friends to our annual ice cream social in July each year! In 
early August, check out our 127 Garage Sale. We might have something you need as 
we sell excess building materials and/or donated items. 
 

Thanks to our St. John Lutheran Church family and other community churches, busi-
nesses and friends for their on-going support. Without you, we could not do what we 
do! 
 

Questions? For more information, contact St. John Lutheran Church! 
CARE-NET 
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I’d like to offer a new mission to our congregation. As we get older, we will need help 
in our homes, so we are able to stay independent as long as we are able. I’d like to 
start a volunteer group (including men and women) through text message or phone us-
ing my phone number: 419-790-5584 using the heading – Care-Net to provide a cou-
ple of hours at a time of helping with: 
 

 Visits so family members can get out to get groceries etc. 
 Help with making lunch (does not include providing food) 

 Help with basic chores such as getting to the bathroom or getting dressed or un-
dressed for bed. 

 Driving to doctor appointments. 
 
This list will be strictly a list for names of volunteers. 
 
It’s easy and fun! 
 
I’m open to any feedback or suggestions. My email is: saddlers@bright.net 
 
Lorna Saddler 
My phone is 419-790-5584 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Huffy Pond 
By the Shelter 
House 

2 
 

3 4 
Fairgrounds 
By the  
Grandstands 

5 
 

6 
 

7 8 
Church 

9 10 
 

11 
Dog Park 
By the boat ramp 
West Bank Rd 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
Smiley Park 
1451 Leeson Ave. 
Van Wert 

16 17 
 

18 
Bike Path 
By Reynolds 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Coldwater Park 
By the Swimming 
Pool 

23 24 
 

25 
Boardwalk 
Meet at the  
Gazebo 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 

 

29 
East Bank Rd. 
St. Marys 
Meet @ 1st Shelter 
House 

30     

April 
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Pub Theology 

 

Pub Theology is an opportunity to come together for conversations which explore life, 
faith, and morality over a drink of your choice. Bring your curiosity and questions! 
Meet people of varying faith traditions, philosophies, and life experiences. 
 Where: Brew Nation 110 S. Main St., Celina, Ohio 
 When: 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 7 pm  

April 4th & 18th 
 
 
St. John is a generous contributor to the C.A.L.L. Food and Clothing 
Pantry. It is often asked “What should I give?” or “What is needed?” In 
response, we are doing an “Item of the Month” donation. Although any 
item is greatly appreciated, the “Item of the Month” reflects those items 
that are not discounted. This is one great way that St. John is Making 
the Love of Christ Known.   
Donations can be dropped off in the grocery cart in the Narthex or the 
Box in the Family Life Center. 
 

ITEM OF THE MONTH – SOUP & CRACKERS 
April Delivery  – Becky Davis 

 
*Special Requests* 

The following items are in great need. Please consider donating off this list.  
Dog food    Cat food 
Cat litter     Hand soap 
Deodorant     Body wash 
Shampoo    Conditioner 
Toothbrushes   Toothpaste 
Mouthwash   Pads 
Tampons    Panty liners 
Razors/shaving cream  Q-tips 
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Council Minutes 
January 23, 2024 

Present: Brian Miller, Jennifer Barrett, Kendall Robinson, Lauren 
Fuelling, Pam Rasawehr, Shane Stachler, Don Trisel, future Coun-
cil members, staff, and Congregational members.  
 
Opening: Brian Miller called the meeting to order, and Pam Ra-
sawehr gave devotions. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Pam Rasawehr moved to accept the December minutes, se-
conded by Shane Stachler, motion carried.  
 
Financial Report: Financial reports were not yet ready for December. Don Trisel re-
quested permission to clean up a few line items from 2023. A motion was made via 
email by Jennifer Barrett to approve all adjustments. Kendall Robinson seconded, mo-
tion carried.  
 
Unfinished Business: 

 St. John Builders have their next meeting February 6th at 8:30am. The ministry 
completed 12 ramps over the course of 2023 along with gifting two houses.  

 The transition team will have a short presentation during the next congregational 
meeting on February 11th. 

 A motion to raise the stipend of a supply pastor to a base of $200 for the first 
Sunday service, plus $50 for each additional service, was made by Jennifer Bar-
rett. Shane Stachler seconded the motion, motion carried. 

 A congregational meeting is scheduled for February 11th at 11:45am. 

New Business:  
 A motion was made by Shane Stachler to cover half of the ticket expenses for the 

youth to attend a Lauren Daigle concert in Fort Wayne. Lauren Fuelling se-
conded the motion, motion carried. 

 A decision was made to alter the church office hours effective March 1st. The of-
fice will be staffed and open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9am-4:30pm. 
Wednesday’s hours are being changed to 12:00pm-7:30pm to provide a staffed 
office during W.O.W programs. 

 The next council meeting was scheduled for February 20th at 6:30pm. 
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Executive Session: 
 Council entered into executive session for approximately an hour. 
 After returning from executive session, motions were made to adjust the wages 
of two staff members. The first motion was made by Pam Rasawehr and seconded by 
Jennifer Barrett, motion carried. The second motion was made by Jennifer Barrett and 
seconded by Shane Stachler, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment and Prayer: 

Shane Stachler moved to adjourn the meeting, Pam Rasawehr seconded, motion 
carried.  The meeting was concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kendall Robinson 
 
 
 
 
  

January Receipts/Expenses 

 Current 
Month Year-To-Date 

Receipts $44,522.00 $44,522.00 

Expenses $43,272.00 $43,272.00 

Surplus/(Deficit) $1,250.00 $1,250.00 
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There will be no Library News this month. Please continue to pray for 
the library’s leader, Estella Nusbaum.  
 
April’s Book Club meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 16 at 1:00pm the 
library.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DON, KIM, KATIE, IAN, AND WILL TRISEL 
On behalf of the family of Dorothy A. Trisel, we thank you 
for the flowers, gifts, visits, phone calls, cards, and prayers. 
We appreciate your thoughtfulness during our time of 
grieving. We appreciate our Purple Door Church family!  
 
LORNA SADDLER 
THANK YOU!! This church family is such a blessing to me in so many ways but es-
pecially in the past 5 months on my cancer journey. I was blessed with food, a boat-
load of cards, prayers, and visits. It’s overwhelming to know and receive all these gifts 
and I’ll be forever grateful to you all! Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil & Kay Schumann 4/3 
Mark & Karen Hoenie 4/7 
Terry & Linda Fisher 4/8 
Aaron & Kira Rank 4/9 
Ryan & Sarah Fennig 4/20 
Joseph & Evelyn Now 4/22 
David & Laurie Bladen 4/24 
Josh & Stacy Evers 4/27 

These are the anniversaries that we have on file. 
If we have one wrong or missing, please let the 
office know.  
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Cynthia Goettemoeller 4/1 
Alan Smith 4/1 
Cody Doner 4/2 
Brent List 4/2 
Tammie Prescott 4/2 
Tim Hone 4/3 
Lukas LeJeune 4/3 
Linda Fisher 4/4 
Mike Spicer 4/4 
Lexi Noll 4/5 
Josh Evers 4/6 
Beth Heiby 4/6 
Kameron Bird 4/7 
Faith Puthoff 4/7 
Mark Leugers 4/8 
Christopher Nelson 4/8 
Samantha Hiles 4/9 
Jacob Rasawehr 4/9 
Caysen Brown 4/10 
Jeff Buening 4/10 
Andrea List 4/11 
Sheila Meyer 4/11 
Lee Fennig 4/12 
Danielle Caylor 4/13 
Colin Fuelling 4/13 
Zayden Hunt 4/13 
Jennifer Kuhn 4/13 
Chaise Lawson 4/13 
Abbey Rutschilling 4/13 
Craig Anderson 4/14 
Caleb Bertke 4/15 
Mary Clapp 4/16 
Grace Gramza 4/17 
Sheri Hanes 4/19 
Abigail Bollenbacher 4/20 
Jacob Bollenbacher 4/20 

Lawsyn Henkle 4/20 
Gary Puthoff 4/21 
Phyllis Gansert 4/22 
Grant Suchland 4/22 
Jan Elsass 4/23 
Alex Gallman 4/23 
Kevin Koontz 4/23 
Becky Rolfes 4/23 
Elexya Stein 4/23 
Kelly Stephenson 4/23 
Taylor Fisher 4/24 
Kay Schumann 4/24 
Caleb Zizelman 4/24 
Rosemary Boomhower 4/25 
Barbara Cattell 4/25 
Lauren Fuelling 4/25 
Chelsey Sommer 4/25 
Steve Elston 4/26 
Kortney Stachler 4/26 
Tamara Boess 4/28 
Berkley  Roth 4/28 
Gavin Fisher 4/29 
Hannah Rasawehr 4/29 

These are the birthdays that we have on file. If 
we have one wrong or missing, please let the of-
fice know.  
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1 – MONDAY 
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Huffy Pond 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm Bible Study/Parlor 
2 – TUESDAY 
9:00 am Bible Study/Parlor 
10:00 am Library Meeting/Library  
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm SJB Meeting/106A 
3 – WEDNESDAY 
8:30 am St. John Flyers/FLC  
9:45 am Bible Study/106D 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir/Music Room 
5:30 pm Free-Will Donation Meal/FH 
5:45 pm Open Gym/FLC 
6:30 pm Education for All Ages 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Parlor 
7:45 pm Worship Team/FLC  
4 – THURSDAY  
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Fairgrounds 
1:00 pm Shalom Circle/Parlor 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Library 
7:00pm Pub Theology/Brew Nation 
5 – FRIDAY 
6 – SATURDAY 
7 –SUNDAY  
7:45, 9:00, 10:30 am Worship 
8 – MONDAY  
OFFICE CLOSED  
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/FH 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm Bible Study/Parlor 
9 – TUESDAY  
9:00 am Sewing Circle/Sewing Rm.  

9:00 am Bible Study/Parlor 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
10 – WEDNESDAY  
8:30 am St. John Flyers/FLC  
9:45 am Bible Study/106D 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir/Music Room 
5:30 pm Free-Will Donation Meal/FH 
5:45 pm Open Gym/FLC 
6:30 pm Education for All Ages 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Parlor 
7:45 pm Worship Team/FLC  
11 – THURSDAY  
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Dog Park 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Library 
12 – FRIDAY  
13 – SATURDAY  
14– SUNDAY  
7:45, 9:00,10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Children’s Choir 
15 – MONDAY  
8:30 am SJB Meeting/FH 
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Smiley Park 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm Bible Study/Parlor  
16 – TUESDAY 
9:00 am Bible Study/Parlor 
1:00 pm Book Club/Library 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
17 – WEDNESDAY  
8:30 am St. John Flyers/FLC  
9:45 am Bible Study/106D 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir/Music Room 
5:30 pm Free-Will Donation Meal/FH 
5:45 pm Open Gym/FLC 
6:30 pm Celebration Jamboree 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Parlor 
7:45 pm Worship Team/FLC  
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18 – THURSDAY  
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Bike Path 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Library 
7:00pm Pub Theology/Brew Nation 
19 – FRIDAY  
20 – SATURDAY  
21 – SUNDAY  
7:45, 9:00,10:30 am Worship 
Youth Pancake Breakfast after ea. service 
22 – MONDAY 
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Coldwater Pk 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm Bible Study/Parlor  
23 – TUESDAY 
9:00 am Bible Study/Parlor 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 Stephen Ministry/106D 
24 – WEDNESDAY  
8:30 am St. John Flyers/FLC  
9:45 am Bible Study/106D 
1:30 pm Blanket Making/FH 
7:45 pm Worship Team/FLC  
25 – THURSDAY  
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/Boardwalk 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
6:30 pm Bible Study/Library 
26 – FRIDAY  
27 – SATURDAY  
28 – SUNDAY 
7:45, 9:00,10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Confirmation  
29 – MONDAY 
10:00 am Purple Door Pacers/East Bank Rd 
12:00 pm Blood Drive/FLC 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
7:00 pm Bible Study/Parlor 

 
30 – TUESDAY 
9:00 am Bible Study/Parlor 
6:15 pm Aerobics/FLC 
 
 
 
THESE DATES AND EVENTS ARE SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE. PLEASE STAY UP TO DATE 

WITH CANCELLATIONS AND 

POSTPONEMENTS ON OUR WEBSITE OR 

FACEBOOK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 
Annual Church Campout 
(Campers and Cabins!) 

September 6-8th at Lake Loramie 
More details coming soon! 
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Serving in Worship in April  
 

Altar Flowers ~  
7: 
14: Lorna Saddler 
21: 
28:

Altar Guild ~ 
7:45: Jen Roidt 
10:30: Karen Leugers 
(wk1&2)/Linda Fisher 
(wk3&4) 

Flower Delivery ~ 
7: Brenda VanTilburg 
14: Diana Spicer 
21: Yolanda Hone 
28:

7:45 
 April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28 
Assisting 
Minister Paul Czernik  Gabi Heindel  

Reader Karen Leugers Reader Needed! Kathy Snider Kris Heiby 

Ushers Dan & Kathy Snider,  
Don & Denise Green 

Dan & Cheryl Heindel, 
Ron & Karen Heindel 

Tim & Yolanda Hone, 
Todd Hone, Steve Siebert 

Dan & Kathy Snider, 
Don & Denise Green 

Comm. 
Assistants 

Todd Hone, 
Becky Davis Tim & Yolanda Hone 

Kathy Snider, 
Assistant Needed! 

Tim & Yolanda Hone 

Welcome 
Team Needed! Cheryl Heindel Yolanda Hone Don Green 

9:00 
 April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28 
Reader Billie Hiles Michelle Behm Billie Hiles Michelle Behm 

Ushers John & Kelly Stephenson Dave & Charlene 
Stephenson Bill & Cindy Grier John & Kelly Stephenson 

Comm. 
Assistants 

Jordan Rushton, 
Emilie Buening 

Billie Hiles, 
John Maury Bill & Cindy Grier John & Kelly Stephenson 

Kids’ 
Praise 

Jordan Rushton, 
Tim Hiles 

Sheena Stover, 
KJae Stover 

Kirsten Fuelling, 
Kelly Stephenson 

Emilie Buening, 
Buening Boys 

Altar 
Guild Emilie Buening Mary Miller Darlene Snavely Michelle Miller 

Welcome 
Team John & Kelly Stephenson Dave & Charlene 

Stephenson Bill & Cindy Grier John & Kelly Stephenson 

10:30 
 April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28 
Assisting 
Minister Cindy Wendel David Barrett Carrie Cubberley Cindy Wendel  

Reader Sue Buxton Jim Fennig Ed Fuelling Lauren Fuelling 

Ushers Mike & Lu Grunden,  
Kevin & Mary Meyer 

Mike & Diana Spicer, 
Jerry & Vicki Weisman 

Mike Overman,  
Shane Stachler, 

Jim & Margie Fennig 

Terry & Linda Fisher, 
Lee & Judy Fennig 

Comm. 
Assistants 

Tim Menchhofer, 
Mary Meyer 

Rhonda Overman,  
Berth Heiby 

Mike & Diana Spicer Ginny Wade, 
Cathy Weis 

Kids’ 
Praise Mary Meyer Jodi Weisman Trisha McMurray Jennifer Barrett 

Welcome 
Team 

Diana Spicer Lynne Fuelling Trisha McMurray Lorna Saddler 
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~ Our Staff ~ 

 
 

 
 

Don Trisel 
Business Manager 

d.trisel@purpledoorchurch.org 
Phone: (419) 586-2332 Ext. 1003 

 

Jenelle Gross 
Director, Children's Ministry 

j.gross@purpledoorchurch.org 
Phone: (419) 586-2332 Ext. 1004 

 

Ingrid Tebbe 
Director, Youth & Young Adult 
i.miller@purpledoorchurch.org 

Phone: (419) 586-2332 Ext. 1005 

 

Rachel Russell 
Church Receptionist 

office@purpledoorchurch.org 
Phone: (419) 586-2332 Ext. 1000 

Fax: (419) 586-2553 
 

Office Hours: M, Tu, Th 9:00AM-4:30PM 
(Closed from 12:30-1:00pm) 

Wednesdays during W.O.W 12:00-7:30PM 
(Closed from 5:30-6:00pm) 

Fri- building open 9:00AM-12:30PM 
 
 

Property Steward .................... Denny Rolfes 
Custodian ................................... Mary Meyer 
Finance Asst. ............................Emily Stewart 
Organist .......................................... Carl Stuck 
Contemp. Music Dir. ................ Jake Wilder 
Children’s Choir Director ..... Cindy Wendel 
Adult Choir Director ............ Erik Hirschfeld 
Video Creator ........................ . Collin Brogan 
Audio Director ..................... Ashley Wagnild         

 
 

Jennifer Barrett 
Council President 

veggiesforyou@yahoo.com
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