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We’re so glad you joined us today! 
If you would like to connect with us or 

learn more about First Baptist, you can:
• Attend a Sunday School class at 9:30 AM. 

Classes are listed on page 6. 
• Take a Discover FBC Class. Our next classes   

will be Wednesday, May 11, in the Library at 
6:00 PM and Sunday, May 22, in the Library at 
noon.

• Sign up for Flocknote to receive important       
updates. Text FBCE to 84576. 

We believe having community in the 
context of small groups is vital to 
your life in Christ and connection to 
our church. We would love for you 
to find community for your family at 
First Baptist Enterprise. We invite you 
to join us not only on Sundays, but 
Wednesdays @ FIRST, too! We have 
a fellowship meal on Wednesdays      
beginning at 4:30 PM followed by 
other activities for all ages at 6:00 PM.Photo by Susie Bowden



Celebrations, Baptisms,
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A Note from the Pastor ...

-Pastor Ben

Brad Paisley’s song “Letter To Me” is a great tune that imagines a 40-something writing a letter to the younger version of 
himself.  The song made me think, “Knowing what I know now, what would I say to the 17-year-old Ben Bowden in 1998 
who is about to graduate high school?”  

It’s been 24 years since I graduated from Enterprise High School, that’s almost a quarter of a century! I have experienced 
a lot of joy and pain since then.  Mileage in life can give us depth in wisdom.  As Cicero said, “For there is assuredly 
nothing dearer to a man than wisdom, and though age takes away all else, it undoubtedly brings us that.”  

There’s a lot I’d like to say to my younger self, but for brevity’s sake, let me break it down into six subjects.  

1. Family.  Spend time with your parents and grandparents.  Family is a gift and if you have a good one, make sure to 
steward that gift well.  If I could go back, I’d hug my parents and tell them how much I love them.  I would ask them 
unending questions about life and their jobs and what they’ve learned about leadership and laughing and love.  I’d go 
fishing with my grandad, play golf with dad, and just sit and listen to my mom tell stories.  I would soak up the cookouts 
and birthdays and Christmases and family times with siblings and cousins.  Family time is precious.

2. Friends.  John Templeton McCarty said, “Friendship is the sweetest influence.”  Cherish childhood friends.  You will 
go on and make new friends as you should.  But never forget your lifelong friends; they’re rare, and they’re special.  Be 
a good friend.  “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Prov. 17:17).  Eddie Vedder wrote, “I'm a 
lucky man to count on both hands, the ones I love; Some folks just have one, yeah, others they got none.”  Usually, good 
friends have friends.  Work at being a good friend.  

3. Travel.  Don’t be scared to travel. Be adventurous, but don’t be foolish.  Andy Warhol said, “Land really is the best 
art.” So get out there and see it.  Seeing different cultures and parts of the world can be the greatest education you can 
receive.  Ben Sasse said, “The well-traveled tend to be mentally flexible—not tied to one approach or solution, calm under 
pressure, and thus able problem solvers.”  Traveling doesn’t have to cost you a lot; learn to travel cheaply. Make mission 
trips a priority.  On mission trips you’ll go past the glitzy tourist traps and see some of the worst the world has to offer and 
some of the most beautiful.  Travel wide, but never forget to travel back home.  There’s something special about the old 
familiar roads.  

4. Read.  Books will take you on adventures without leaving your house and teach you lessons without sitting in a class.  
Read books; all genres.  If you read for depth and breadth, you will have your assumptions and views challenged which 
is good.  If you’re going to be willing to die for the gospel, you must be willing to hear the arguments that seek to 
undermine the gospel.  If the pen is more powerful than the sword, then saturate your life with the ink that has changed 
the world, namely the Bible.  Give yourself to the reading and studying of the Bible.  Explore ideas and ask questions.  
Books will tend to enhance the flavor of your vocabulary and reinforce the foundation for your worldview (or cause it to 
crumble).  

5. Work.  Don’t ever stop working hard.  Two of my most formative and educational experiences was when I worked one 
summer in the chicken houses on my family’s farm and when I worked two summers washing and waxing school buses 
for Enterprise City Schools.  The former is when I learned how to get the work done when there is no one else to do it for 
you.  The latter is when I learned that there are some people who will let others work hard while they sit around and are 
lazy.  Though I was frustrated because we all got paid the same, there was the priceless value of integrity and fulfillment 
which is worth more than gold.  The hardest of work often comes with the greatest of rewards, even if we don’t see it at 
the time.  Teddy Roosevelt said, “I don’t pity any man who does hard work worth doing.  I admire him, for he is becoming 
something.”  God made us for work, hard work.  Find the joy in working hard, then you can worry about figuring out what 
you love to do. 

6. Church. Give yourself to the church.  Nothing has the power to shape your heart and life like the church of Jesus Christ, 
for it is God’s ordained means of growth in your life.  The church is the hope of the world, the bride of Christ, the “pillar 
and buttress of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).  What you do with the church is what you will ultimately do with Jesus.  If you want 
to know and taste and see and treasure Jesus more, then you must put your all into the church. The church is the gospel 
made visible and you have a part to play.  Play it well.   
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Graduate Bible Signing
May 8-15, 2022
FBCE Library

                         
                                       

Mission Trips

CHURCH WIDE EVENTS
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MAY 15

MAY 15 

We are excited for our graduates as they 
close a huge chapter of their lives!

Help us celebrate the Class of 2022
by highlighting scriptures and praying for 
them. Bibles will be available in the Library  

on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, 
and during church office hours.

MAY 8 - 15

One Church: Members’ Meeting 
exists so that we may come together 
as a faith family to bear responsibility 
and love one another for the glory 
of Christ. We will have a VBS Prayer 
Walk at the end of the meeting. 
Childcare is available for birth 
through 4 years old.

Honduras | October 1 - 8
We will have an 

interest meeting for our 
Honduras Mission Trip on 

May 15 at 12:00 PM in 
the Library. Come join us 

for more information. 

Boston | July 18 - 24 
There is still time to sign 

up for the Boston Trip. Join 
us as we serve alongside 
Noah and Tarin Madden 

this summer. You can sign 
up at fbcenterprise.com/

BostonMissionTrip



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

The day after Easter, I sat down to go 
through the pictures. I knew it would be 
time consuming to look at all of them, 
pick a few favorites, make the edits, and 
have them on social media before lunch. 
I had a timeline that God graciously 
interrupted. 

I was twenty photos in when I saw this 
one, and started to cry. God has used this 
little girl to minister to my heart in a way 
only He could. Originally, this article was 
going to be a letter to graduates (being 
that it’s May). I planned to share a few 
truths God has taught me since I finished 
high school in 2014. I’d still like to talk to 
these graduates, but I’d like to just share 
a few things God reminded me while 
looking at this photo: 

Keep Your Eyes on God.
So very often, I miss God. I miss His hand 
and what He's doing. I can easily get in 
the habit of running through life and not 
slow down enough to answer the One 
knocking at the door. Busyness can easily 
become an idol for me. Busyness leads to 
anxiousness in my life. When I can’t slow 
down to see God, I don’t find the rest 
my soul needs, the rest that can only be 
found in Him.

The past few weeks at the church have 
been busy. We have quite a few projects 
in the media area. I hadn’t realized I had 
placed God in a nice little box of speak-
ing to me only during my morning quiet 
time. God doesn’t work on my timeline 
though. When I looked at this photo, God 
reminded me to keep my eyes on Him, 
because I hadn’t been, the way I should. 

This Is Where You Wrestle. 
I'll just be honest. Sometimes, I have to 
wrestle with my view of God's character. 

I Love Your Plan More 
or at least I want to. 

At some point in your life, you've proba-
bly had a thing or two pop up that made 
you say, "It's not supposed to be this 
way." When those moments happen to 
me I can be quick to question God much 
like that serpent in the Garden. 

Did God really say He's good? 
Did God really say He's just? 
Did God really say... 
The list goes on and on. 

Right now, the question I wrestle with 
most is "Does God really have the best 
plan for my life?" 

What do you do when your life doesn't 
look the way you expected? Or worse, the 
way you hoped? Looking at this photo, I 
was reminded that this is where I wrestle. 
I don’t wrestle alone, or on Facebook, 
binge watching a show on Netflix, or by 
trying really hard to not think about the 
issue. 

This is where I cry. 
This is where I ask questions. 
This is where I struggle. 
This is where I ask God to change me. 
This is where I say, “God, teach me who 
you are and who I should be in light of 
that. Teach me to want what you want 
most.” 

His Power is Made Perfect in Weakness.
Lately, I’ve been asking God to help me 
recognize my sin quickly and for sorrow 
over my sin. He’s been answering in a 
big way. Honestly, He’s been answering 
in such a big way that sometimes I wish I 
hadn’t asked. 

Three weeks ago, God showed me some 
jealousy in my heart...at church. I know 
I’m not supposed to be jealous. I know 

it's as unyielding as the grave, but there 
I was, jealous at church. I’ve never been 
so broken over something I am prone to 
see as a "small" sin, but I was broken that 
Sunday. I needed to repent. I confessed 
to my friend, Rachel, and she prayed. 

When I got home that day, she had flow-
ers and a card waiting on me (because 
that’s the kind of friend she is). She said 
something in her letter I’ve been clinging 
to. 

“God is drawn to you in your weakness.” 

I’m becoming more and more aware of 
just how weak I am. But isn’t it true that 
His strength is made perfect in my weak-
ness? He gives strength to the weary. 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God 
is the strength of my heart. Weakness is 
becoming precious to me. My great need 
for Him is precious. 

So, yes, I’m weak. In my greatest moment 
of need, God sent Jesus. 

Dane Ortlund says this in his book 
Deeper, "Christian salvation is not 
assistance. It is rescue. The gospel does 
not take our good and complete us with 
God’s help; the gospel tells us we are 
dead and helpless, unable to contribute 
anything to our rescue but the sin that 
requires it. Christian salvation is not en-
hancing. It is resurrecting.” 

I'm weak. Sometimes I have the wrong 
view of God's character. Too often, I take 
my eyes off of Him. When I do, I want to 
be like this little girl in the picture. I want 
my eyes to be fixed on the cross. I want to 
behold His beauty, cling to Him, and live 
in light of the cross. 

-Nicole Parten

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 
and sometimes more 



Betty Jane Hunt: A study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Joe Talmadge: A study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Mike Morgan & Joan Newman:  Studies on the books 
“All of Grace” by Charles Spurgeon and 
“Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray

Teachers Room Ages Gender Preschool 
Children
Preschool
Worship
1st Floor
8:15 a.m. 

Preschool 
Sunday School

1st Floor
9:30 a.m.

 
Preschool 
Worship
1st Floor

10:45 a.m.

Elementary 
Children

Sunday School
2nd Floor
9:30 a.m. 

Student 
Ministry

Sunday School
The Hangar

3rd Floor
9:30 a.m. 

For more information about FBC Sunday School classes, please stop by a “First Time Guest” 
tent or visit our website at fbcenterprise.com/sundayschooldemo.
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Mike McQueen: A study of Joshua to 1 Samuel
Taylor McCulloch & Josh King: A study on "The Power of Knowing 
God" by Tony Evans
John Parrish:  Studies on living fruitful lives through abiding 
with Jesus and understanding Christ's return and resurrection

Tonia Lewis & Lindsay Wimberly:  A study on the book 
“How Much More” by Lisa Harper
Mike McDaniel: A study on the book of James
Turner Townsend, Craig Pittman & Rodney Thornton:
A study on how to train your children to have a 
Christian worldview 
Jason Bruce: A study on Romans

Johnathan Aitken: A study on the book of John

Michael Walters & Clegg Snipes: A study on the book of Hebrews

Stan Windham: Studies on the books “All of Grace” by Charles 
Spurgeon and “Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray
Jim & Vev Arrington, Longley & Sylvia McIntosh, Joe Holley, 
Tom Callan, & Joel Young: Studies on living fruitful lives 
through abiding with Jesus and understanding Christ’s 
return and resurrection
Roper, Williams, Sessions, Peden, & Weston:   Studies 
on the books “All of Grace” by Charles Spurgeon and 
“Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray
Larry Hickerson: A study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians
Merrill Barron & Frankie Sessions: A study on 1 & 2 
Thessalonians

Joan Marsh, Joyce Oliver, Gayle Stewart & Mary Alice 
Townsend: Studies on the books “All of Grace” by Charles 
Spurgeon and “Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray

Permelia Searcy: A study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Phyllis Talmadge: Studies on the books “All of Grace” by 
Charles Spurgeon and “Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray

A-320 23-30
23-30
23-40

25-40

25-50
25-50
30-49

30-49
30-49
30-49

45-69

50-69

50-69

50-69

65 & up
65 & up

40-75

65 & up
65 & up
65 & up
70 & up

Co-ed
Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed
Co-ed
Co-ed
Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed

Co-ed
Co-ed

Women

Women
Women

Women

Women
Men

Men

Co-ed
C-106
B-110

C-207

C-110
A-300
A-310

C-210

FH-Back

B-101

C-105
A-104

C-202

Chapel
C-208
C-200
A-106

C-214

A-108
FH-Middle

Shill House

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Dennis Seals: A study on 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

FH-Front

40-69
Roger Williams & Jason Hadden: Studies on the books 
“All of Grace” by Charles Spurgeon and 
“Absolute Surrender” by Andrew Murray



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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Zach Young has a true servant’s 
heart, and FBC Enterprise is 
blessed to have him as a member. 
I first met Zach in 2016 while I was 
serving at Fuge Camps at North 

Greenville University. During the week, we 
did yard work for random people in a small 
town. Even then, when we were sweating 
in the hot July heat, I saw his heart and 
love for serving others. He is always ready 
to hop in wherever he is needed. Right 
now, he serves in the Student Ministry as 
a 7th grade guys small group leader, and 
he works in the nursery every other week 
teaching 3-year-olds. These are two groups 
that take a special person to teach, and he 
is doing a phenomenal job. Zach Young 
seeks to make disciples of all nations, 
everywhere he is, and he desires to do this 
anywhere God calls him to go while he is in 
the Army.

The environment 
and community 
was just so 
enticing I didn't 
want to step 
away.

ZACH YOUNG
-Zach Clark

- Zach Young
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Some Background Info:  
I really struggled in college for 
the first six months. I was trying 
to figure out where I fit in and 
why God was calling me to be at 
Virginia Tech. My dream at the 
time was to go to West Point, 
but that didn't work out, and 
God sent me to Virginia Tech. He 
basically shut every door. It was 
really a bump to my pride. It was 
the first time I really had some-
thing shut in my face. I ended 
up joining the BCM at VT. That 
was a pivotal part of my life. God 
starting defining purpose during 
that. He started using people 
to pour into me. He opened 
my eyes that I'm part of a very 
specific sphere of influence. He 
really showed me He wanted me 
to be a warrior for the Kingdom 
in the military. It gave me a lot 
of peace about where I was and 
really defined me placing my 
identity in who I was as a son 
of God instead of what I could 
accomplish. 

What made you stay at First 
Baptist? 
The people and the teaching. 
The people were super enticing. 
I live for being around folks. I 
didn't even visit another church 
because I believed in every-
thing that Dr. Ben and Dr. Mike 
were teaching. I agreed with the 

theology. The environment and 
community was just so entic-
ing I didn't want to step away. I 
walked in and said, "This place 
is home." This church is alive. 
There are a lot of dead, dying 
churches out there with "pew-sit-
ter" Christians. A lot of people 
think church is an entertainment 
ministry and that's not at all 
what Christ has called us to. The 
church is a place to serve and 
be served, and there's a time 
for both. When I came here, 
everyone was clearly here for a 
reason. You see a ton of people 
investing in others and being 
invested in. It's not just people 
sitting back. People are here 
because they believe in what's 
going on and you can tell. I love 
the diversity of generations. I 
work with three-year-olds and 
there's a boatload of them. I 
work with seventh graders and 
Lord knows there's a lot of them. 
We have a thriving young adults 
class. We have a lot of adults and 
seniors, too. That's rare. 

What do you like about serving 
in the 3-year-olds: It gives me 
an opportunity to build relation-
ships with people outside my 
demographic. I love meeting 
the parents and playing with the 
kids. It's cool to invest in them in 
a way I still remember those who 

did that for me. 

What about the seventh grade 
guys? The small things at their age, 
somehow end up transitioning into 
large things later in life. While these 
guys are trying to figure things out, 
I want to give them tools to suc-
ceed and become men of God. I 
want them to understand that faith 
is not just something you add on, 
it's central. 

Has there been a particular sermon 
that stuck out to you? I think it was 
my second week here. I was really 
struggling with God's will for this 
chapter of my life. I had just gotten 
here. I didn't really know anybody 
and I wasn't living with anybody I 
knew. It was a lot of new. Dr. Ben 
was preaching on God's will and 
how to identify God's will. I still 
haven't forgotten it. Is God going 
to whisper to you in the night? Is 
He going to give you a dream? He 
could, but most likely not. Dr. Ben  
talked about being in the Word 
and seeking Him daily and if you 
are, then go do what you want. 
While you're delighting in Him, He 
changes your heart to want what 
He wants. 

What is God teaching you right 
now? Through serving, God is 
opening my eyes to how selfish I 
am and can be. My schedule right 
now is crazy and I find myself loving 
my time so much. My time is so 
valuable to me and I can have a 
hard time giving that up for others. 
But serving is working that out in 
me. 

Why do you serve? We're not 
called to just be a pew-sitter. To be 
a member, you have to serve. There 
are needs to be met. Plus, there's 
so much benefit for your soul when 
you serve. You start understanding 
that you are not the center of the 
world and other people rely on 
you. You automatically have to be 
less selfish when serving. It helps 
keep you humble. I definitely think 
we're called to serve and it's part of 
membership. 



Monday Tuesday WednesdaySunday
May 2022

Afternoon
12:00 Deacons' Mtg, B-110
12:00 Honduras Interest Mtg, Library
3:00 MFUGE Training Mtg, Hangar

Morning
10:00  Community Bible Study

Evening
5:00 One Church: Members' Mtg, 
Sanctuary

Baby Dedications

Graduate Sunday
24 25
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1 2 3 4

15 16

22 23

29 30 31

10 11

17 18

Evening
4:30 Fellowship Meal
6:00 Wednesdays @ FIRST
6:00 Preschool Choir Program, 
Preschool Room
 

Evening
4:30 Fellowship Meal
6:00 Wednesdays @ FIRST

Evening
6:30 Men of Valor, New Brockton 
Farm Center

Evening
5:30 Mentoring Matters, B-110

Afternoon
12:00 Discover FBC, Library

Afternoon
1:00 Senior Game Time

Afternoon
1:00 Senior Game Time

Graduate Bible Signing | Library

Evening
4:30 Fellowship Meal
6:00 Church Wide 
Who Owns the Night, FH

Afternoon
1:00 Senior Game Time

Mother's Day 
Morning
7:00 Men's Prayer Time, Library
10:00  Community Bible Study 

Morning
11:30 Men's Monthy Luncheon, 
McLin's Evening

4:30 Fellowship Meal
6:00 Wednesdays @ FIRST
6:00 Discover FBC, Library
7:00 Deacon Executive 
Committee Mtg, A-320

Afternoon
1:00 Senior Game Time

Memorial Day
Office Closed



Thursday Friday Saturday

June 5
Promotion Sunday

June 6-8
VBS  

June 10 
Institute for Biblical 
Studies

June 12
Lord's Supper

June 13 - 18  
MFUGE

June 16 
64&B4 Luncheon

June 19 
Father's Day

June 26-29
Mission Enterprise  

26

12

13

76

14

20 21

27 28

12

19
Morning
8:30 Intercessor Prayer Time
10:30 Keenager Lunch Outing, 
Sisters' in Troy

Morning
8:30 Intercessor Prayer Time

Afternoon
1:00 Quilting Ministry

Afternoon
1:00 Quilting Ministry

LOOKING AHEAD5
Morning
8:30 Intercessor Prayer Time
Afternoon
1:00 Quilting Ministry

National Day 
of Prayer

Morning
8:30 Intercessor Prayer Time

Afternoon
1:00 Quilting Ministry



Key:
Sanct. - Sanctuary
FH - Fellowship Hall
Mtg. - Meeting
SG - Sunken Garden

Preschool & Children 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS JUNE 6-8. SEE PAGE 13 FOR MORE INFO.

9



 Students

Disciple Now ... It’s Back!
It’s been a crazy couple of years in
Student Ministry with Covid and

cancellations and schedules.
So, this year, we are taking it on the

road and upping our game!
Join us for a weekend at Blue Spring

Retreat Center. This event is for
students entering grades 7-12 for the 

2022/2023 school year.
Come experience Bible teaching,
worship, games, and other activity

options including paintball, kayaking, 
swimming and more!

To register, visit www.fbcenterprise.info/dnow2022 or scan the QR code.

Cost is $109 for the
first 125 students to register. 
Then the cost will be $139.

Wednesday, May 4 @ 6:00 PM
Our church will gather in the 

Sanctuary for a service led by our 
FBCE Student Ministry. 

Each year, we host “Who Owns the 
Night” highlighting the contributions of 
our graduating class. Please join us for 

this special service at 6:00 PM.

Graduate Sunday, May 22, 2022
On Sunday, May 22, we will be honoring 
all of our high school seniors in both of 

our morning worship services. 
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VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

June 6 - 8 | 8:00 AM - NOON
Children currently in Kindergarten 

through 5th grade and FBCE 4-year-old classes 
and Small Steps 4-year-old classes. 

Use your phone’s camera to 
view and then click the link.

Register TODAY and 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  

fbcenterprise.info/vbs2022 



Church Information
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Church Wide Events
Who Owns the Night (Senior Night) 
Wednesday | May 4 | 6:00 PM | Fellowship Hall

Discover FBC
Wednesday | May 11 | 6:00 PM | Library
Sunday | May 22 | 12:00 PM | Library 

National Day of Prayer National Day of Prayer 
Thursday | May 5

Graduate Bible Signing 
May 8 - May 16 | Library 

Mother's Day 
Sunday | May 8

Baby Dedications 
Sunday | May 8 | AM Services 

Honudras Interest Meeting 
Sunday | May 15 | 12:00 PM | Library 

One Church: Members' Meeting 
Sunday | May 15 | 5:00 PM | Sanctuary
*There will be a VBS Prayer Walk at the 
end of this meeting.  

Graduate Sunday 
Sunday | May 22 | AM Services 

Memorial Day 
Monday | May 30 | Office Closed 

Church Business 

Deacon Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday | May 11 | 7:00 PM | A-320

Deacons' Meeting 
Sunday | May 15 | 12:00 PM | B-110

Men's Ministry
Men's Prayer
Monday | May 9 | 7:00 AM | Library 

Men's Monthly Luncheon 
Tuesday | May 10 | 11:30 AM | McLin's 

Men of Valor 
Tuesday | May 10 | 6:30 PM | New Brockton Farm Center 

Senior Adult Ministry 

Keenager's Lunch Outing 
Thursday | May 19 | 10:30 AM | Sisters' in Troy

Student Ministry
MFugeTraining 
Sunday | May 15 | 3:00 PM | Hangar

Children's Ministry
Preschool Choir Program 
Wednesday | May 18 | 6:00 PM | Preschool Room 

Other
Mentoring Matters
Tuesday | May 17 | 5:30 PM | B-110

Church Softball 
FBCE has a softball team playing in the church league 
overseen by the Enterprise Rec Department. They have 
three regular season games left and the playoff tournament 
will begin after the conclusion of the season. Please come 
out and cheer on our players!  

Johnny Henderson Ball Park 
Tuesday | May 3 | 7:00 and 8:00 PM 
Thursday | May 12 |  7:00 and 8:00 PM 
Thursday | May 19 | 6:00 PM 

Summer Kayaks and Paddle Board Group
Sundays from 1 - 4 PM 
If you are interested in joining you may contact
Ryan and Nicole Skopek at 619-971-5488.

Coffee County Baptist Association  
Honoring Dr. Granger for 30 years of service in the CCBA on  
Sunday, May 29, at the Coffee County Assocational Building. 
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