
Everyone at camp has been enjoying the pretty colors and cool temperatures of the last several weeks. After a 
busy summer season, we were all looking forward to a change of pace this fall. The Lord has continued to do 
abundantly  above,  as  both our  fall  retreats  hit  record attendance numbers!  Our Young Adults  Retreat  and 
Father/Son Retreat were a blessing to campers, volunteers, and staff as we listened to the many encouraging and 
thought-provoking messages from our speakers, Jesse Adams and Dr. Les Ollila. Please continue to be in prayer 
for each one that attended. The Lord has been doing an amazing work in many hearts! Please also be in prayer 
for our staff  as we begin do a deep clean and shut down of the camp in preparation for winter. We are so 
thankful for everything God has done through Trail Ridge this past year. 
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Happy Thanksgiving from the Aldrich family! 
The ever-present reminders at this time of year 
to  be  thankful  are  something  we  love  to  take 
advantage  of,  and  once  again,  God has  proved 
Himself faithful and mighty this year. We’ve seen 
this through His protection during an injury and 
subsequent surgery,  and are thankful  that more 
major  damage wasn’t  done and for  His  healing 
hand in the recovery process. Surgery also comes 
with the need for patience for both patient and 
caretaker,  which  God  provided  to  both  of  us. 
We’re  thankful  for  the  growth that  God gives; 
physical  growth  to  our  little  boy  whether  it’s 
learning  something  new  or  breaking  that  30 
pound mark on the scale,  as  well  as  growth in 
relationships: in our marriage, with camp staff, with new friends made during the camp season, and in our walk 
with Christ. As the leaves continue to turn and fall, and the wind blows stronger and colder, we see the changing 
seasons as another reason for thankfulness. Thankfulness for the relief from the heat, thankfulness for beauty of 
God’s  creation,  thankfulness  for  the  chance  to  rest  from the  busyness  of  camp events  -  but  ultimately, 
thankfulness for the truth that even as the weather changes, even as we continually grow and change - Jesus 
Christ is the same, yesterday, and today, and forever. (Heb. 13:8)
- Josh, Amy, and Hunter Aldrich

Looking over this past year, we have so much for 
which  we  often  come  short  of  adequately 
thanking God.  Raising our family in ministry is 
such a blessing.   While during the busy times, 
we  see  a  bit  less  of  each  other,  it’s  been 
encouraging to have our kids come alongside us 
while  performing  our  duties  around  camp and 
traveling  to  represent  the  Trail  Ridge  Camp 
ministry.  In all our travels, we’ve been blessed 
with  good-running  vehicles  and  travel  without 
incident!   For all  of us,  there have been colds, 
cuts  and  bruises,  and  a  bout  of  Lyme  Disease 
(Aaron) this summer, but we thank God for good 
health  for  our  whole  family  and  for  the 
opportunity  to  see  our  kids  cross  development 
milestones.  We’re thankful for a new homeschool co-op nearby that Amber and the kids are able to attend.  
Along with this homeschool community, our church family has also been such a blessing to us over the years, 
and we can’t  begin to express our thankfulness for their  help,  support,  friendships and fellowship!   We’re 
thankful for this year’s harvest: Amber and the kids maintained a big garden again this year, and recently, we’ve 
had opportunities to fill the freezer with some critters we raised in our back yard.  While there’s always a lot 
going on here at camp: be it an event or project, we’re very thankful for this time of year watching the changing 
of the seasons and having a lot of family time!  Of course, we’re thankful for God’s provision for our family and 
the ministry He has called us to. 
- Aaron, Amber, Hadley, Felicity, Ottilie, and Reuben Schneider

Staff Update



Thanksgiving  is  my  favorite  holiday.  I  enjoy  the  fall 
colors,  the  get-togethers  with  friends  and  family,  and 
the  reminder  to  be  grateful.  It  is  always  amazing  to 
think back on the past year and see just how blessed I 
truly am! I love living and working at Trail Ridge, and 
can’t believe it’s almost been a year since I moved here. 
Living away from the city has been a unique experience 
for  me,  and  it’s  been  fun  getting  to  know the  small 
Hillsboro  community.  Although  the  last  few  months 
have had some challenges, one look around me at the 
beauty up on the ridge is enough to remind me to get 
my eyes off myself and to look to the amazing God who 
created it all; He has given me so much to be thankful 
for! He’s continued to keep me healthy, and I’m about to 

pass  the  one-year mark of  being cancer free!  I  also recently adopted a baby bearded-dragon.  He is  a  fun 
addition to our house, and I look forward to playing with him each day when I get home from work. Although 
he’s just a lizard, seeing him reminds me that God cares for even the smallest of His creation. How much more 
He cares for all of us! Happy Thanksgiving! - Georgie

November and the Thanksgiving holiday is one of my 
favorite times of year. I love all things fall, and you can't 
go wrong with the pumpkin flavored drinks. I enjoy the 
cool  weather and  finally  being  able  to  wear  my  fall 
attire. However, the thing I love most about this time 
of year is the colors of the trees. I am so thankful for 
my eyesight to see and enjoy God's creation that he 
has put before us.  When I walk out of the house or 
drive up the hill  to camp, I can't help but pause and 
stare for a few short seconds and just be in awe. This is 
only a glimpse of what heaven is going to be some day! 
I am thankful to be working and serving at camp year 
round. It has been a joy to meet so many of you and 
build relationships with our staff. I am thankful for my 
friends and family who support me and pray for me on a 

regular basis. Most importantly, I am thankful for God's promises and who He says He is. Although the past 
year hasn’t been easy, I know that the Lord was by my side through saying goodbye to a close uncle. This has 
made me reflect on and be thankful for the countless memories we had together. Knowing that I will see him 
again one day brings me joy. Even with our busy camp schedule, I have been able to make a few trips to visit 
family in Wausau, WI and other surrounding states. I am thankful for my family and the memories I have 
made with them this past year. Blessings! - Bethany Schneider   

What  a  mighty  God  we  serve!  2022  has  been  an 
incredible year of learning to trust the Lord, and seeing 
his  hand  at  work.  I  am  so  thankful  to  have  been 
blessed  with  a  wonderful  church  family,  and  am 
thankful to have been given the opportunity to teach 
Sunday  School  to  1-4th  graders.  They  are  such  a 
joy. The Lord gave me 3 new nieces this summer, and 
I have loved getting to travel and meet them. Being an 
Aunt to 9 is one of my favorite things. This summer I 
had  the  chance  to  see  the  faithfulness  of  the  Lord 
when I came down sick during our busiest week. I am 
so  thankful  for  those  who  jumped  in  and  kept  the 
kitchen running smoothly. The Lord truly is Jehovah-
Jireh! - Happy Thanksgiving from Cynthia 
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
for frequent updates and fun activities 

around camp!

@trailridgecamp

MORE HILLTOP HOLLER, PLEASE! 
To receive the latest  Hilltop Holler  every quarter,  visit  www.TrailRidge.org to sign up for either the email 
version or print version.  If you don’t have internet access, feel free to call the camp office at 608-489-3810 to be 
added to the mailing list.

2023 Upcoming Events
January 27-28: Family Freeze-Out
February 10: Sweethearts Banquet

March 3: Trivia Night
March 10: Family Film Friday 

“So what  are  you thankful  for?”:  the words many children dread to hear  when sitting around the table  in 
anticipation of a delicious Thanksgiving feast.  In our fast-paced society, it’s important to stop and smell the 
roses (or look at the beautiful fall colors).  Psalm 8:3 uses the word, “consider.”  Have you taken the time lately 
to consider the character and the works of our Lord?  Have you taken time to “Be still and know that I am 
God” as Psalm 46: 10 instructs?  This month, let’s be a thankful people focused on making our best attempt to 
adequately express our thankfulness to God for His many blessings!  Let’s be so thankful the people look at us 
weird!  (II Corinthians 12:11)  May God richly bless you and your loved ones in this special season!  Thank 
you for your participation, prayers, and financial support for the Trail Ridge Camp ministry!

- Aaron Schneider, Camp Director

A Word from the Director
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