
HOW TO USE THIS CURRICULUM
Many Christians want to share the gospel but aren’t always sure how to start or what to say. 

This is meant to be a practical resource to equip believers to prepare for sincere conversations 

about Jesus with clarity and confidence. Instead of providing a script, it offers simple tools, 

clear explanations of the gospel, and helpful strategies for addressing common situations.

Each session offers specific ways to apply the truth of the gospel. Each lesson has the following 

components:

• Introduction

• Icebreaker

• Reflection and Discussion

• Practical Exercise

• Homework

• Dedicated Prayer Time

Its purpose is to help you thoroughly grasp the gospel message and feel more confident sharing 

it naturally in daily life. Whether you’re new to this or seeking to grow in your ability, this guide 

is here to help you take the next step.

1



BIG IDEA
To effectively share the gospel, we need to be willing to build relationships and learn to 
listen. 

INTRODUCTION
The call to evangelize is rooted in the Great Commission and reflects Jesus’ compassion 
for the lost (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 19:10). It provides a biblical foundation that 
highlights listening and understanding before speaking. Effective evangelism begins 
with compassionate listening, focusing on the underlying pain. People often value 
feeling heard and understood more than hearing facts. Meaningful conversations can 
develop when we seek to understand the root of someone’s struggle rather than just 
responding to surface issues. 

One of the easiest and most impactful methods is to ask open-ended questions about 
their lives, experiences, and worldview. Evangelism isn’t a sales pitch; it’s about showing 
love and forming relationships. Be attentive and actively engage with your community. 

Relationships are built through conversations, not presentations.  Here are some 
differences between the two approaches.

WEEK 1: THE HEART OF EVANGELISM
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 ICEBREAKER QUESTION
Have you ever been in a situation where you’re talking with someone, but it feels more 
like a lecture? It can seem like they’re not really trying to understand where you’re 
coming from, and their words might feel a bit disconnected or unrelatable. If they had 
approached you with more curiosity, how do you think that could have changed the 
conversation?

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
• What are you most excited about as you think about conversations surrounding 

evangelism? What are you most nervous about being challenged to do?

• When it comes to evangelism, what is God’s responsibility, and what is my 
responsibility?

• Read Luke 19:10 and John 20:21. What was Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth? 
Considering His mission, what should be the main focus of His followers?

• How can we engage more with our community? How does the pace of everyday life 
or cultural pressure lead us to neglect God’s mission?

• Is there an area of your life you already know is out of step with God’s mission? 
What adjustments can you make to change this?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE
Watch the video from 411 on 15-second testimonies:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkprflNySS8&t=139s
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WEEK 1: THE HEART OF EVANGELISM

PRACTICAL EXERCISE: 15-SECOND TESTIMONIES
With your group, write these down and then practice sharing them either one-on-one 
or all together. 

First, think of 1-2 words that describe your life before you chose to follow Jesus.

1.

	  

2.
	
Use these two words to complete the statement, “There was a time in my life...” 
(Example: “There was a time in my life when I felt alone and inadequate.”)

Next, think of 1-2 words that describe how you came to Jesus.

1.

	  

2.

	
Example: “I was forgiven by Jesus and chose to follow him.”

Then, think of 1-2 words that describe your life now that you have chosen to follow Jesus.

1.

	  

2.
	
Example: “Now I get to serve him, and I feel like my life has purpose.”

Finally, ask, “Do you have a story like that?”
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15 SECOND TESTIMONY

WEEK 1: THE HEART OF EVANGELISM

HOMEWORK
Personal Testimonies: These are powerful tools for sharing what Jesus has done in our 
lives. We will practice writing a full testimony to share in 2-3 minutes. Use the “Writing 
Your Personal Testimony” document and set aside time this week to reflect on your 
salvation story. Come to the next meeting prepared to share your testimony with a 
group member in 2-3 minutes. (Note: You don’t need to share every detail of your life; 
focus on highlighting God’s glory through your story.)

Prayer Exercise: Decide on a time that works for you to pray for at least one minute 
every day, asking God to move on behalf of your lost friends and family members and 
to give you His heart for them. Set a recurring alarm on your phone or a reminder on 
your calendar, and follow through each day.

PRAY
Evangelism is fueled by prayer. Ask God for compassion, opportunities, and the Holy 
Spirit’s empowerment. Pray for open doors, for the hearts of those you’re reaching, 
and for opportunities to share.

Example: “God, we know you love people. Give us each opportunities this week to help 
someone see your love for them and hear how they can enjoy life in Christ. Grant us 
wisdom to slow down and listen to their story, and give us the boldness to talk with 
them about Jesus.”

5

INTRO
There was 
a time in my 
life when...




