
 

 

 

“Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was 
set up on the earth, and its top reached to 
heaven; and there the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it.” 

—Genesis 28:12 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  

PASTOR MARC MILLER, MATT FAIR, R.E. 

 

 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements & Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 

Psalm 90:1-2 

Leader: LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  

All: Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the 
world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (GREATOREX)  Irreg. H.W. Greatorex, 1851 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.“ 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

 

Hymn of Praise* “O Worship the King” 
TUNE: LYONS 10.10.11.11.  Based on Psalm 104. Robert Grant, 1833. 

 



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 

Apostle’s Creed 

All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



CONFESSION OF SIN   

All: Almighty Father, You are the source of every good and perfect gift. We praise Your 
name for the greatest and most perfect gift: Your son, our Lord Jesus Christ. But in 
lifting Him up, we humble ourselves before You. We confess to You, not only our sins 
of omission in failing to do what we know is right, but also our sins of commission in 
doing what You forbid. O Lord, we are weak and feeble, slow to confess our sins and 
prone to wander from the path of righteousness. Do not deal with us as our sins 
deserve but wash us clean in the blood of the Lamb and empower us by Your Spirit to 
live to honor and serve our Savior King. We praise You that He was born like us that 
we might become like Him. Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Deuteronomy 4:31 

Leader: Hear the good news! “For the LORD your God is a merciful God. He will not leave 
you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.” 

 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 7:1-8 
TUNE: TOULON 10.10.10.10  ‘I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”  

O LORD my God, in You I refuge take. O save me from all those who me pursue. 
Lest he should like a lion tear my soul And drag me off, with none to rescue me. 

O LORD my God, if wrong is in my hands, If I did evil to my friend or foe, 
Let my pursuer overtake me now And trample in the dust my life, my soul. 

Arise, O LORD ! In anger lift yourself Against the fury of my enemies. 
Awake for me! Your judgment You have set. Let peoples in assembly compass You. 

In triumph over them return on high. The LORD now sits to judge the peoples all. 
O vindicate me, LORD , in righteousness, According to integrity in me. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.“ 

  



RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 

Psalm 24:1-10 

Leader: The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.  

All: For He has founded it upon the seas, And established it upon the waters.  

Leader: Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?  

All: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, 
Nor sworn deceitfully.  

Leader: He shall receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.  

All: This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your face. Selah  

Leader: Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King 
of glory shall come in.  

All: Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, The LORD mighty in battle.  

Leader: Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory 
shall come in.  

All: Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah 

 

GOSPEL READING  

Matthew 4:1-25 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And when 
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3Now when the tempter 
came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 
4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ “ 5Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him 
on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they 
shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ “ 7Jesus said to him, “It is written 
again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ “ 8Again, the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 
10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD 
your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ “ 11Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came 
and ministered to Him. 12Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed 
to Galilee. 13And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in 
the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying: 15”The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 16The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” 17From that 



time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18And 
Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19Then He said to them, “Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
21Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, 22and 
immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23And Jesus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. 24Then His fame went throughout 
all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and 
torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed 
them. 25Great multitudes followed Him -- from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and beyond the Jordan. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  

Acts 11:19-30 

Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. 20But some of 
them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the 
Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed and turned to the Lord. 22Then news of these things came to the ears of the 
church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23When he came and 
had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart 
they should continue with the Lord. 24For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of 
faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus 
to seek Saul. 26And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a 
whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples 
were first called Christians in Antioch. 27And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 28Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was 
going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of 
Claudius Caesar. 29Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to 
the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul.  

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 23”  
TUNE: CRIMOND C.M. “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 

The LORD’S my Shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again; And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, Ev’n for His own name’s sake. 



Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still. 

A table Thou has furnished me In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 
And in GOD’S house forevermore My dwelling place shall be 

 

SERMON 

Genesis 28:10-22 “Jacob’s Dream“ Pastor Marc Miller  
10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.  
11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had 

set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he 
lay down in that place to sleep.  

12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it.  

13  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: “I am the LORD God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 
give to you and your descendants.  

14 “Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread 
abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in 
your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.  

15 “Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
spoken to you.”  

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, 
and I did not know it.”  

17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”  

18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at 
his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.  

19 And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of that city had 
been Luz previously.  

20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this 
way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on,  

21 “so that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be 
my God.  

22 “And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all 
that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.” 
 

Sermon Notes: 



• Point 1  
 

 

 

 

 

• Point 2 
 

 

 

 

 

• Point 3 
 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Response*  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
 TUNE: TOPLADY 7.7.7.7.7.7. Augustus M, Toplady, 1778. 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 

  



Prayer requests  

▪ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Spencer E. and Carmen Family  

▪ Pray for our country’s leaders  

▪ Pray for our covenant children  

▪ Pray for our Elders and Deacons.  

▪ Pray our Sunday School Teachers and Students  

▪ Please pray for the for a church plant ongoing in Cranberry Township, PA.  

Announcements  

• Prayer meeting: Wednesday Evenings at 8:30 p.m. over Zoom. All are encouraged to 
attend. Please see Pastor Miller if you would like to attend and are not already on the 
email list.  

• Men’s Bible Study: Saturday, February 4, at 8 a.m. – In person & ZOOM.  

• Sunday School Starts at 10 a.m. We have a class for Pre-K to 1st Grade, 2nd to 4th grade, 
5th to 8th grade, and an adult class. The Adults are studying the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism.  

• Please mark your calendars for a family movie night to be held at church on Friday, 
January 27, at 6 p.m. Refreshments will be provided.  



 



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 

community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 

Presbyterian Church.  

• We are Historically Reformed.  
 We believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
 We believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
 We hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
 We believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
 We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
 We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around 

us and fulfill the Great Commission.  

• We are Confessional. 
 As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apos Creed and 

the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths 
of the Christian faith.  

 As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards 
consist of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are 
available from the church).  

 All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 

please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with 

you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 

community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 

in America (www.pcanet.org).  

Phone: (814) 504-6513 
Address: 621 West 2nd Street Erie PA, 16507 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 

Download our App on all the major carriers  

http://www.pcanet.org/
http://www.wepca.org/

