
A Note from the Church Council 
 
On Tuesday, June 14, the Transition Team shared their recommendations with our Church 
Council. The Transition Team was formed last year and was charged with discussing various 
options for our church related to the impending UMC split and recommending to the Church 
Council strategic courses of action including both gathering and sharing important information 
from and with the congregation.  
 
After hearing the team’s presentation and recommendations, the Church Council unanimously 
approved the following motions: 
 

To approve the Transition Team’s recommendation to inquire about the process of 
disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church and take appropriate preparatory 
steps.  
 
To affirm the Transition Team’s recommendation to seek potential affiliation with the 
Global Methodist Church – understanding that the final decision lies with the Troy 
UMC membership. 

 
These recommendations were not made lightly, but after months of meetings, and hours and 
hours of information gathering, prayer, and conversations. Based on the comments from our 
recent survey we can tell many of you are not taking this lightly either. Survey feedback, which 
was greatly appreciated, affirmed the faith convictions of our leadership and solidified the 
team’s confidence in these recommendations. Out of 267 respondents, 74.2% affirmed our 
faith convictions and many of those who didn’t, noted that they affirmed most of those 
convictions. Unfortunately, those same faith convictions are being continually challenged in the 
current United Methodist Church milieu and are not consistently practiced.  
 
The decision to take initial steps toward leaving the United Methodist Church prompted 
substantial grief from our team. The UMC has been our home and our extended family. Much 
good has been done through the UMC and much good continues. But we are convinced that 
the future vision for the UMC is not the future we hope for our church. Rather, the Global 
Methodist Church is in line with our faith convictions and casts a compelling vision for a 
renewed Methodist movement across the globe emphasizing the local church’s ministry of 
evangelism and transformative discipleship in ways we are already living out in Troy. 
Furthermore, the GMC structure will be less bureaucratic and costly as well as providing better 
accountability to doctrinal integrity and effectiveness. Our Church Council has great hope for 
our future! 
 
What does this mean for us right now?  

• Our Transition Team has been redeployed to create a communication plan so all your 
questions and concerns will be addressed over the coming months. We want everyone 
to have accurate information and an opportunity to share feedback. Please be patient as 
the transition team prepares to lead those conversations.  



• A Disaffiliation Team will be deployed by our Church Council to represent us with our 
conference to discuss specifics of our potential departure from the UMC. These 
meetings will not begin until the end of the summer and we are uncertain how long they 
will last. 

• At some point in the future, we anticipate the members of our congregation will be 
called upon to vote on both disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church and 
affiliation with the Global Methodist Church. Nothing is final until that vote. 

 
We ask that you remain patient and prayerful as we navigate the next few months with as 
much grace, respect, and love as possible. Through these transitions, our hope is that our 
church will remain united in our mission to invite people on a journey with Jesus.  
 


