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Worship Schedule 
 

• 9:00 a.m. Traditional Service
 (Sanctuary) 

• 10:30 a.m. Modern Service 
 (Family Life Center) 

Nursery, children’s ministry, and online 
worship at both services 

 

Nehemiah Message Series 
 

We hope you’ve been encouraged to remember that where we can’t, 

God Can!  
 
In November we will conclude our journey through this inspiring story of 
Nehemiah! Although the wall is complete, God isn’t finished working in 
and through his people. You will be inspired by the changes God does 
in his people’s hearts. Even better, we can know that God wants to do 
the same in us today through the perfect Nehemiah: Jesus Christ! 
Jesus CAN rebuild your life through his grace and the power of his 
Holy Spirit. Join us as we look expectantly toward all that God Can and 
WILL do! 

 
November 6 – God Can: Change Our Hearts  
                                                 (Nehemiah 8:1-9:38) 
 

November 13 – God Can: Give Us Joy  
                                                     (Nehemiah 10:1-12:43) 
 

November 20 – God Can: Finish What He Started  
                                                        (Nehemiah 12:44-13:31) 



 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY 
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A Few Random Tidbits from Andy’s Desk 

 
The Power of Prayer and the Movement of God’s Spirit 
As I write this, I stand in awe of the way God has moved among us in recent weeks 
during our worship services. I have received dozens of verbal and written responses 
from you about your experience of God’s Spirit moving through our time of prayer and 
worship on Sundays. I mentioned on Sunday that when we genuinely ask for what God 
already wants to do in our hearts, then miracles happen. God’s Spirit shows up and 
transforms us individually and as a congregation. I believe that’s happening in our midst 
in recent weeks. I encourage you to come each week with your heart open and 
prepared to encounter God and expecting that his Spirit will transform your heart! And 
don’t feel shy about coming forward for prayer when you have the opportunity. Through 
that kind of prayer, God can bring you peace, encouragement, healing, and strength to 
face the challenges you’re facing. And you WILL have more opportunities for that kind 
of prayer! 

 
A Note on September’s Finances  
You may notice that our expenses in September were awfully high. I simply wanted to share why. In August we had 
two HVAC units quit working in our church building AND the AC unit at the parsonage died. All needed replacing and 
we paid over $20k for them in September. Although we anticipated some HVAC replacements this year, we have 
exceeded what we budgeted for. The good news is, there are only a couple more HVAC units that will likely need 
replacing within the next 1-3 years. Furthermore, our electricity costs tripled in September as we began a new 
negotiated rate for the first time since the increase in costs earlier this year. We have budgeted for all of these 
expenses for 2023, but didn’t foresee them when we budgeted for 2022. Thank you for your continued generosity 
that has sustained us through these unexpected costs! 

 
A Pastoral Reflection and Thoughts on Disaffiliation  
I’ve received many questions about disaffiliation recently. I’ve also noticed the anxiety level rise for some members of 
our congregation (and in my own soul)! I’ve written a fairly long pastoral reflection which you can read on my blog: 
www.pastorandyadams.com I encourage every member of Troy UMC to read it. Although it’s long, it’s not 
comprehensive, but it does include many of my reflections on the state of this denomination that has loved me and 
that I’ve given the best days of my life the last 20 years. It’s deeply personal but may answer some of the questions 
you may be wrestling with. I write it out of great love for you. 
 
 
Faithfully, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Andy Adams 

 

http://www.pastorandyadams.com
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SERVE 
Operation Christmas Child 

It’s one of our favorite times of the year!  

 

The holidays are 
just around the 
corner and it’s 
time to pack 
shoeboxes full of 
special gifts that 
will bring joy to 
children around 
the world. 
Samaritan’s Purse 
collects Operation 
Christmas Child 
shoebox gifts for 
children in need 
all around the world. Each one is prayerfully and uniquely 
packed full of toys and other fun items by YOU so that a child 
can delight in the season of Christmas. Each shoebox is a 
chance to show the love of Christ to a child in need. You will 
find shoeboxes when you arrive at the Family Life Center and 
the Sanctuary for worship. Be sure to grab a shoebox and 
a label! The collection week is November 14-21. So look for 
the boxes and enjoy this tradition with your family! Giving to 
others is one of the greatest gifts of Christmas! If you have any 
questions, feel free to reach out to Bonnie at  
bonnie@troyumc.org 

 

 

Angel Tree Ministry 

 
This year our Angel Tree tradition will be both in person and 
online! There will be three types of angels to choose from 
which include: 

• Gifts wrapped for children at the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House 

• Gift cards for Cunningham Children’s Home 

• Gift items in gift bags for residents at Liberty Village 

 

The deadline to get all the gifts dropped off at the church will be 
December 11.  

 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving you will find Christmas trees in 
both the FLC and Sanctuary foyers adorned with angel 
ornaments. Each ornament represents a child or older adult 
that you can bless this Christmas season! If you choose to 
bless a child from Cunningham Children’s Home or an adult 
from Liberty Village you can grab a angel off the tree and 
deliver your gift back to the FLC or Sanctuary foyers anytime. If 
you choose to bless a child from Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House you will go to the website you find on the 
angel and sign up for your child online! If you are not currently 
attending in person worship you can sign up to get an angel 
emailed to you directly by reaching out to Bonnie at 
bonnie@troyumc.org   

 

Happy Giving! 

Share Thanksgiving 2022 
 

What We Do 

Share Thanksgiving is designed to help others in our 
community share a traditional Thanksgiving meal.  By donating 
one or more meal components, you will assist those who are 
not able to purchase these holiday extras. 
 

How We Do It 

On October 30, November 6, and November 13, you may 
sign up to bring one or more meal components listed below. On 
Sunday, November 20, all items need to be brought to church.  
We will compile meals for delivery that morning.  

Meal Components:  Turkey (frozen) OR Ham (boneless), Rolls 
and Stuffing, Vegetables and Sides, Dessert, and Drinks 
 

What Do I Bring? 

The idea is that you would bring items that you enjoy cooking 
for your own Thanksgiving meal.  If you usually make pumpkin 
pie for dessert, we suggest a can of pumpkin pie mix (including 
the spices), a pie crust mix, and cool whip or dream whip.  
Some of you have used your creativity to include a favorite 
casserole recipe with all the ingredients as a side dish. 
 

Suggestions & Ideas 

Vegetables/Side Dishes:  Potatoes (fresh or boxed), Gravy, 
Canned Vegetables, Canned Yams, Your Favorite Recipe with 
Ingredients 

Desserts:  Pie Mix, Crust Mix, Cool Whip, Cookies, Cake Mix, 
Your Favorite Recipe with Ingredients 

Drinks:  Coffee, Tea, Soda, Hot Chocolate, Juice Boxes 
 

Out of Town? 

Will you be out of town the Sunday before Thanksgiving?  You 
can still arrange to get your items to the church by dropping 
them off during office hours. We do ask that you carefully label 
your items with your name and whatever meal components you 
are providing. 
 

How many per meal? 

While it is difficult to predict the sizes of the families whom 
items will be provided for, we ask that you bring enough to feed 
a family of four.  We can make adjustments as we compile the 
meals, if needed. 
 

How can I help? 

• Be a deliverer!  Deliverers head off in their own vehicle with 
addresses in hand, and we have maps of Troy available if 
needed.  We also have some instructions should you not 
reach someone at home. 

• Sign up to Provide Meal Components 

• Bring in Meal Components 

• Pray for the Families Receiving Meals 
 

Questions? 

Please contact Sharie Meyer or Bonnie Abel at (618) 667-
6241.   

mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org?subject=Operation%20Christmas%20Child
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org?subject=Angel%20Tree%20Ministry
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CONNECT 
JOY SEEKERS (55+)  

November JOY SEEKERS—We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at our lunch 
on Tuesday, November 15 at 12:00 noon. Our theme is "Thankful for Happy 
Days". JOY SEEKERS is in for a wonderful treat - The 60’s Chicks will be our pro-
gram. The 60s Chicks is a Show Choir from Edwardsville, IL that perform songs from 
the 1960s decade. Patriotic, Broadway, pop, folk, country, etc. are all a part of 
their performances along with choreography, costume changes and lots of harmony 
and humor. 

Please RSVP to Sharie in the church office (618-667-6241) by November 11 

 

Just a reminder: We meet on the 4th Tuesday each month (unless we plan special outings). 
We also ask for a $10 donation to help cover food expenses.  

December JOY SEEKERS—looking ahead, we will not meet on the 4th Tuesday. Instead, we are planning an 
outing to attend the Holiday Brass Concert at Manchester UMC in MO on Tuesday, December 6 at 2:15p.m. 
Tickets are $26 each. We will provide transportation on the church bus for a donation of $4/person to pay for fuel 
expenses. The bus will leave at 12:00 noon and return around 5:00p.m.  For those interested, we plan to  eat din-
ner at a local restaurant upon our return to Troy.  
Tickets are almost sold out!  
 

Please RSVP to Sharie in the church office (618-667-6241) by November 30 
 

Grief Share - "Surviving the Holidays" Event 
Tuesday, November 15  5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 

Bittersweet memories. Loss of traditions. An empty seat at the table. 
 

The holiday season can trigger sadness and despair for people grieving a loss. Join 
us for a 2-hour event called "Surviving the Holidays" where we talk about how to 
deal with grief around the holiday season. We will meet in the Children's area, lower 
Family Life Center parking lot. Refreshments will be served. The video and lesson 
will begin at 5:30pm.  
 
Please RSVP to christine@troyumc.org 

Upward Evaluations Serving Opportunities 
 
 

We're gearing up for Upward Basketball again this season!  
We already have 80 basketballers and 16 cheerleaders registered!  

 

Please consider helping to welcome the community by serving during our 
Evaluation dates: November 8 or 17 from 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m. or December 
10 from 10:00a.m.-12:00p.m. Serving opportunities include greeters, check 
in, uniform sizers, and several folks willing to test the players’ skills (don't 
be intimidated - it's easy!). Please sign up for one or more spots online 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44abaa28a3f9c52-upward3 
or by contacting Dawn Lambert at tumcupward@gmail.com.  

SERVE 

mailto:christine@troyumc.org?subject=Grief%20Share%20Event
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44abaa28a3f9c52-upward3
mailto:tumcupward@gmail.com


 

 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
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United Women in Faith 

Troy United Women in Faith bless you all for your support. We meet again at 1:00p.m. 
Thursday, November 10 in the Family Life Center. We will be participating in the World 
Thank Offering and plan for our Christmas celebration.                                                                                                                              

 

The Annual Nut Sale is officially over, but there are usually a few bags left. One-pound 
bags of mammoth pecans, pecan pieces, holiday cashews, and mixed nuts each cost 
$11 per bag. To purchase what is left, email Diane Jones drasplicajones@gmail.com. We pray that you all enjoy a 
blessed Thanksgiving with friends and family. 

        Baptism Sunday - November 13 
 

We have a few baptism and a baptism remembrance planned for November 13!            
Would you like to participate too?                             

 

 
If God has been doing a transformative work in your heart, or you’re feeling the 
tug to share your faith publicly, this is a great opportunity for you! Maybe you’ve 
made a recent commitment to Christ or would like to remember your baptism. If 
so, this is for you too! This is also a perfect time to consider having your child 
baptized. We would love to invite you to share the gift of baptism with your church 
family at either the 9:00a.m. or 10:30a.m. service on Sunday, November 13. 
Please contact Pastor Andy andy@troyumc.org soon! You can either celebrate 
baptism or remembrance of baptism if you have already been baptized. We look 
forward to sharing in the great work God is doing in your life! 

Thanksgiving Service and Special Offering  

Mark your calendar for this year’s Thanksgiving Service!  
 

 

 

Wednesday, November 23 we will meet in the Family Life 
Center at 12:00 noon for a time of worship centered around 
gratitude which will include a homily from Pastor Kurt Stone, 
our Student Life Pastor. Following the service we will have fel-
lowship and a lunch of soup & salad. We will take a special of-
fering during this service that will go towards our Financial As-
sistance Fund. This fund helps our community in so many 
ways! Over the past year we have helped families with assis-
tance paying their rent, electric bills, water bills, car payments, 
groceries, gasoline, clothing, and so much more! This is all 
made possible by your generous support!  

mailto:drasplicajones@gmail.com?subject=Annual%20Nut%20Sale
mailto:andy@troyumc.org?subject=Baptism%20Sunday


 

 

NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY 
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Troy UMC offers a vibrant, welcoming, and faith-based ministry for students who are currently in 6th through 
12th grade.  New Life Student Ministry opportunities in November include the annual High School Fall 
Retreat at Little Grassy United Methodist Camp, Middle School Family Fall Bike Ride & Trail Walk on 
Madison County Trails, community service project with Troy UMC’s Share Thanksgiving, Confirmation 
Classes, and Wednesday Night Youth Group! 

 
 
YOUTH GROUP WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE & NOVEMBER THEMES 
 6:00-6:30 pm Snack Supper   Family Life Center 
 6:30-7:45 pm High School (HS) Students Family Life Center 
 6:30-7:45 pm Middle School (MS) Students Youth Area – Upper Family Life Center 
 

“FIRST PLACE” and “SIMPLIFY”: A Series about what Jesus said matters most 
 
November 2   Matthew 22:36-40 Love God, love people, love you.  God is for you. 
    
November 9   John 14:9  Jesus is how you get to know God. 
 
November 16  Luke 15:3-7  God determines our value. 
 
November 23  NO NLSM – Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

“SHAKE IT UP” and “MESSY CHRISTMAS”: A Series about the joy of Jesus coming to Earth 
 
November 30  Luke 2:6-14  Because of Jesus, we can choose joy. 
 
 
 

2023 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

Our 2023 Confirmation Class is off to a great start with these four middle school students: Andrew Cushing, 
Annie Kennett, Macy Price, and Ronin Schmidt!  We also have four high schoolers serving as Student 
Leaders: Alex Brault, Ruby Price, Rex Repp, and Jack Wilbur.  Adult Leaders include Claire Ellis, Steve 
Kraabel, and Rev. Kurt Stone. 

 
November 6  Session 10: The Local Church  

Unit 3: OUR LIFE TOGETHER   
  Session 11: The Connection 

 
November 20 Session 12: Simple Worship  
   Session 13: Music and Lyrics 
 
 
Confirmation Fall Overnight Retreat: The Dubois Center (UCC Camp),  
Dubois, IL—to be rescheduled 
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NOVEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Senior High Fall Retreat!   RSVP + $125 
November 4-6, Little Grassy United Methodist Camp; Makanda, IL 
“Forgiveness” 
 
• Hiking in Giant City SP & Ferne Clyffe SP, canoeing Devel’s Kitchen Lake, 

and campfire! 
• Dorm-style rooms with private bathrooms 
• Sunday Brunch at historic Giant City State Park Lodge 
• Worship at Jesus Es El Senor UMC in Cobden, IL 

 
 
Middle School Family Fall Bike Ride & Trail Walk 
Sunday, November 13, 2:30-4:00 PM  
Meet at MCT Parking Lot, 2400 Old Troy Rd. (at Mont Rd.), 
Glen Carbon, IL  62034 
 
• Bring a friend! 
• Ride a bike or walk the trail – your choice! 
 
 
ALL STUDENTS Community Service Project 
Troy UMC’s “Share Thanksgiving!” 
Sunday Morning,  November 20 
Meet in The Family Life Center 
 

 

PARENTS 

New Life Student Ministry schedules and registration flyers can be accessed at troyumc.org/students 

Rev. Kurt Stone is available via email, texts, and phone calls: kurt@troyumc.org or (618) 407-7586 

 

Thanks for the Appreciation! 
 
Pastor Kurt in front of church office door decorated 
by students on a Wednesday Night with the guid-
ance of Deb & Carl Inman. Students inflated bal-
loons, strung banners and streamers, wrote notes, 
and decorated doors with appreciation for all mem-
bers of the church staff – custodians, church office 
staff, church cook, music director, First Steps direc-
tor and teachers, and the pastoral staff.   

 
Thanks Students! 

 

mailto:kurt@troyumc.org


 

 

Church Information 
Phone (618) 667-6241 

Fax (618) 667-7748 
troyumc.org 

 
 

Staff 
 
*Senior Pastor                           
 Andy Adams 
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry 
  Kurt Stone 
*Care Pastor 
 Dan Perry 
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts 
 Tim Price 
*Minister of Discipleship 
 Bonnie Abel 
*Director of Children's Ministry 
 Christine Lippert 
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center 
 Lisa Rayle 
*Director of Traditional Worship Music 
 Rebecca Koebbe 
*Office Manager       
 Sharie Meyer 
*Fields Manager 

Courtney Bettis 
*Administrative Assistant  
 Karen Wimmer 
*Communications Coordinator 
 Deb Ellis 
*Production Coordinator 
 Josh Case  
*Youth Worship Band Leader 

Ryan Froidcoeur  
Custodians     
 David Barr, Loren Fear, Erica Ellis  
 

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org 
 
 
If you would like to receive the 
Reach via email only, please contact 
karen@troyumc.org 
 
 
 
Connect with us! 
@troyumc 

 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS 

Date Event 

November 4-6 Sr. High Fall Retreat (see page 7) 

November 6 Discipleship Gathering (see below) 

November 10 United Women in Faith Meeting (see page 5) 

November 13 Baptism Sunday (see page 5) 

November 13 Middle School Fall Bike Ride (see page 7) 

November 15 JOY SEEKERS Lunch & Program (see page 4) 

November 15 Grief Share “Surviving the Holidays” Event (see page 4) 

November 20 Share Thanksgiving (see page 3) 

November 23 Thanksgiving Service (see page 5) 

Discipleship Gathering 
 
All discipleship band members are invited to gather together for a time of food, 
fellowship and faith building on Sunday, November 6, at 11:45a.m.-1:30p.m. 
This gathering will focus on how to balance pursuit of personal growth in part-
nership with outward evangelism. We hope to see you there! Please RSVP 
to bonnie@troyumc.org.  
 
If you are not currently in a band but are interested in learning more, please 
reach out to our Minister of Discipleship, Bonnie at bonnie@troyumc.org.  

Welcome to our Staff 
 
We are thrilled to introduce Deb Ellis as our new Commu-
nications Coordinator! Deb and her husband, Patrick, as 
well as their two daughters, Meredith & Claire, have been 
longtime members of TUMC and Deb is excited to step 
into this important role in the life of our church. There are 
many fine details to our church’s communications, but Deb 
is learning on the fly and making an immediate impact. 
When you see Deb, be sure to tell her “thank you” for her 
passion and commitment to our church family!  

mailto:karen@troyumc.org?subject=Reach%20Newsletter
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org?subject=Discipleship%20Lunch
mailto:bonnie@troyumc.org

