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NEW Worship Schedule! 
• 9 a.m. Sanctuary (nursery & 

children’s ministry provided) 
• 10:30 a.m. FLC (nursery & 

children’s ministry provided) 
• 9 & 10:30 a.m. Online  

New Series Beginning in September! 
Do you have a vision of what could be? For your life, your relationships, your 

workplace, your community, or even your church? If you have a God-given vision for 
a better tomorrow, chances are there are times when you feel excited about the 
possibilities but also discouraged by the opposition. Maybe you even feel like your 
vision is impossible for you to accomplish. But where you can’t—and even where 
we can’t—God Can!  

Beginning September 18, we will be reminded of the power of God at work in and 
through his followers as we study the Old Testament book of Nehemiah. This is a 
“can’t miss” series in which you will be encouraged and inspired. Pick up your 
Nehemiah study guides on the Sunday of September 11! 

September 18—God Can: Use Our Broken Hearts (Nehemiah 1:1-11) 

September 25—God Can: Do the Impossible (Nehemiah 2:1-10) 

See Pastor Andy’s message on page 2 for more detail. 



 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANDY 
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A Few Helpful Updates 
New Worship Times 
By now, we hope you’ve heard about our upcoming worship schedule changes taking effect on September 18. 
Our leadership made these changes because of several improvements it makes to our overall ministry, 
including: 
• Flexibility to implement some new creative aspects to our worship  
• Availability of our preacher to meet and greet before and after each service 
• Opportunities for more community as we see more of our friends in worship 
• Children’s ministry during our traditional service 
Of course, even when change makes sense, it isn’t easy. In fact, our leadership realizes everyone will need to 
make sacrifices as we move into this new schedule. Thank you in advance for making this transition as positive 
and smooth as possible! 
Our New Normal? 
Several people have asked me, “How is our church doing in our post-pandemic reality?” I am pleased to share 
that we continue to have high engagement in our journey groups and bands and other ministry teams. Our 
giving in 2022 is slightly higher than the pace of our best giving year ever (2019). And our in-person attendance 
is trending upward. Churches our size have been reporting in-person attendance on average 50-66% of pre-
COVID numbers. Our 2022 in-person attendance is right at 71% compared to the first 7-months of 2019. Here’s 
the breakdown: 
• 8 a.m. – 37 – 80% of 2019 (46) 
• 9 a.m. – 100 – 75% of 2019 (134) 
• 10:15 a.m. – 72 – 56% of 2019 (128) 
• 10:45 a.m. – 59 – 76% of 2019 (78) 
• Kids’ Ministry – 35 – 61% of 2019 (57) 
• Youth Ministry – 33 – 110% of 2019 (30) 
Of course, we continue to have many attenders join us online each week. With school starting, the pandemic 
becoming more manageable, and new opportunities for connection this fall, we expect to continue to engage 
more people in the life of our church’s ministry! 
Disaffiliation 
There is no significant news to report currently. Our Disaffiliation Team met in August and continues to prepare 
for eventual negotiations with our conference, hopefully in September. Our Transition Team also met in August 
and will hold congregational meetings when we have new information to share from our Disaffiliation Team's 
negotiations with the conference. In the meantime, you can find answers to your FAQs available on our website 
at www.troyumc.org/our-future. Thank you for your continued prayers for our congregation and leaders! 
Faithfully, 
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CONNECT 
Journey Groups – FALL 2022 
Fall 2022 Journey Groups start up soon! Welcome to the fall 
semester!  

Journey Groups offer a safe environment for growing Christ-
followers to experience spiritual growth, relational support, 
and lasting life change! There is a variety of topic options as 
well as range of locations and times to best fit your interest 
and schedule. Please take some time to review all the 
choices and join the Journey Group that’s best for you.  

Journey Group FAQ’s  

What is an adult Journey Group? 

Journey groups are made up of people who meet on a regular 
basis to connect relationally, grow spiritually, and serve 
collectively with one another.  

What kind of Journey Groups are available?  

There are different types of Journey Groups; Ongoing 
Journey Groups who meet year-round, ongoing Journey 
Groups that meet during the fall and spring semesters, and 
short-term Journey Groups who meet the duration of a 
specific study. At the end of each session, you will have the 
choice of staying in the same group, trying a new group or 
even taking a break.  

Why should I join a Journey Group?  

We were designed by God to live in relationship with others. 
Positive life-change happens best when we are surrounded 
by friends who support, encourage and challenge us. 
Journey Groups will help you feel like you belong in the Troy 
UMC family.  

Who can attend?  

Everyone! Members, attenders, Christ-followers and 
spiritual seekers! Most of our groups are mixed groups (open 
to men, women, married and single). We also have groups 
that are specific to men, women, or young adults.   

What happens in a group?  

In Journey Groups we build lasting friendships through a 
commitment to being 1) God-centered through some form of 
Bible study, 2) Authentic through sharing of the joys and 
concerns of life, and 3) Inclusive by welcoming everyone 
seeking godly community. Groups will often eat together, 
pray together and simply do life together.  

Will I feel intimidated by my lack of Biblical knowledge?  

Not at all! Our Journey Groups are designed to be a safe 
place for people who are taking steps to deepen their 
knowledge of God’s Word. You can ask questions, share your 
opinions and experiences or just listen to others share.  

How can I get involved?  

Before each semester begins, there are three ways to sign 
up for a group – online at troyumc.org/journeygroups, at our 
Sunday services, or by contacting a group leader. You can 
also reach out to Bonnie Abel, our Minister of Discipleship. 
She is happy to help you find the perfect fit. She can be 
reached at bonnie@troyumc.org. 

 

Mom’s Bible Study 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

New Study: Get Out of Your Head: A 6-Week Study in 
Philippians by Jennie Allen 

Start Date: August 25 

Location: Upper Family Life Center 

Leader: Bonnie Abel 

Phone/Email: bonnie@troyumc.org  

This group is born out of a desire to grow together on our 
journey with Jesus. If you are a mom who is interested in 
growing in both your relationship with Christ and 
expanding your church community, please come check out 
this group!  

Student Ministry Parents & Friends 

Day/Time: Wednesday, 6:30-7:45 p.m. weekly 

New Study: Revealing Revelation by Amir Tsarfati 

Start Date: TBD 

Location: Church Conference Room 

Leader: Beth Repp 

Phone/Email: 309-825-1074 or elizabeth.repp@yahoo.com 

In Revealing Revelation and its companion workbook, 
bestselling author Amir Tsarfati and pastor Rick Yohn 
examine what Revelation makes known about the end 
times and beyond.  

Women’s Bible Study 

Day/Time: Sunday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

New Study: TBD 

Start Date: TBD 

Location: Upper Family Life Center 

Leader: Dawn Lambert 

Email: dawn.burnett@gmail.com  

Reach out to Dawn Lambert and find out how to get 
connected to this lovely group of ladies on Sunday nights! 

Sisters in Christ 

Day/Time: Monday, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

New Study: Here and Now: There and Then – A Lecture 
Series of Revelation by Beth Moore 

Start Date: Kickoff & Study Intro September 12, with the 
Study beginning September 19 

Location: Family Life Center at TUMC 

Leader: Deb Ellis  

Email: debsellis@sbcglobal.net  

Everything about Revelation is the consummation of what 
began in Genesis. Join us for Beth Moore’s overview of the 
book of Revelation. 
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United Women in Faith 

Troy UMW has changed its name to stay affiliated with the National group of United Women’s missions. We are now Troy 
United Women in Faith (UWF)! 

September is the UWF undies drive for women and children at the Oasis Shelter for battered women. All donations must 
be new and in the package. Any style and size for women, girls, or boys (teen boys wear a men’s size). Leave your donation 
in the UWF collection basket in the narthex after church service or at the church office during the week. Please contact 
Diane Jones with any questions (288-7254). 

At the end of September, take advantage of the annual Rummage Sale! Donate 
items you are no longer using on the afternoon of September 28 or 29 or bring them 
the morning of September 30. Then return to the FLC on Friday, September 30, 
between 4 and 7 p.m. or Saturday, October 1, between 8 a.m. and Noon to get some 
affordable Christmas gifts, long sought treasures, or fun/useful items for your 
family. Don’t forget to stop by the Bake Sale table while you’re here!  

JOY SEEKERS 

In September, JOY SEEKERS will NOT gather on their regular meeting day.  

Instead, on September 11, we are planning an outing to Castelli’s Restaurant 
followed by attending the Price Family Jubilee (more details to follow at a later 
date). 

REMEMBER: We will not meet on the 4th Tues. afternoon (Sept. 27th). 

Ladies’ Evening Journey Group 

Day/Time: Monday, 6:30-8:00 p.m., BI-WEEKLY 

New Study: TBD 

Start Date: Sunday, August 28 Kick-Off Pool & Patio Party at 
Sheila Hall’s house 

Location: Church Conference Room 

Leader: Sheila Hall 

Email: srhall1313@icloud.com  

Men’s Group  

Day: Saturday mornings  

New Study: Jesus by Max Lucado 

Location: Various locations 

Start Date: September 10th at Red Apple Restaurant at 7:30 
a.m. 

Leader: Carl Inman 

Email: cri2000@gmail.com 

Get ready to study who Jesus was while he walked this earth 
and what that means for your life today. In doing this, you 
will get to know God, his purpose for you, and his love for you 
like you never have before. 

Couples’ Journey Group 

Day/Time: Tuesday 6:30-8:00 p.m., BI-MONTHLY 

Location: Meet in different homes 

Start Date: Ongoing  

Leader: Julie Ford & Barb Buck 

Email: Jeford5@yahoo.com / jordanandbarb@outlook.com  

Ever wanted to go deeper with the content of the Sunday 
Sermon? This group will do just that! This study is based on 
the biblical principles of the sermon and discussion of 
practical ways to integrate them into daily living. This is an 
ongoing discussion group and all are welcome to join any 
week! 

 

Generations – Bible Study 

Day/Time: Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Conference Room 

Start Date: Ongoing  

Leader: Jeff Johnson  

Email: jeffjane627@gmail.com  

This class is working through studying the Bible together. 
Bring your Bible and join any week! 

 Young Adults Group 

Day/Time: Wednesday, 8:45 p.m.  

Location: Family Life Center 

Start Date: Ongoing  

Leader: Jeff Johnson  

Email: jeffjane627@gmail.com  

Young adults gather together and discuss a myriad of 
topics while praying for one another and being in 
fellowship. 

Faith Links 

Day/Time: Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

Location: Large Choir Room  

Start Date: Ongoing 

Leader: Mike Loftus & Mark Kleindorfer 

Email: mjlofty12@gmail.com / makhome@sbcglobal.net 

This class features the application of faith to major current 
events and life issues. It looks at background information 
and core Bible passages on the current topic, along with 
group activities and discussion questions. This is an 
ongoing class and all are welcome to join any week! 
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JOURNEY KIDS 



 

 

NEW LIFE STUDENT MINISTRY 
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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  

– 2 Corinthians 5:17   

Troy UMC’s New Life Student Ministry serves 6th through 12th grade students.   Our September ministries for students 
include opportunities to worship and serve during corporate worship on Sunday mornings, connect through Youth Group 
with dinner, student praise band, and small group discussions on Wednesday nights, grow through participation in the 
2023 Confirmation Class, and have fun on a daytrip to Holiday World in southern Indiana! 

YOUTH GROUP WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE & SEPTEMBER THEMES 

 6:00-6:30 pm Snack Supper   Family Life Center 

 6:30-7:45 pm High School (HS) Students Family Life Center 

 6:30-7:45 pm Middle School (MS) Students Upper Family Life Center 

“STEP BY STEP” and “THE GOOD LIFE”: A Series about how God’s Spirit transforms us 

07 September Galatians 5:19-23a          Seeing the fruit of the Spirit starts with knowing what to look for. 

“REAL FRIENDS” and “HOW TO FRIEND”: A Series about friendship and Biblical community 

14 September MS Luke 6:31; John 13:4-5 Be the friend you want to have. 

  HS Luke 6:31; John 13:4-5 Being a good friend.  

21 September MS Proverbs 12:26  Be wise about the friends you choose. 
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  HS Proverbs 12:26, 27:17 Healthy friendships. 

28 September MS Acts 15:36-40  Friends change and that’s okay. 

  HS Acts 15:36-40  Changing friendships. 

2023 CONFIRMATION CLASS ORIENTATION | Sunday, September 25, 5:30-7 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

The Confirmation Class for 2023 at Troy United Methodist Church is now forming and you are invited to participate!  
Confirmation is open to all 7th grade students, and any 8th grade student who missed last year or is new to this church.  
Confirmation Orientation for parents and students is 5:30-7:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 25, in the sanctuary.  We will 
review the schedule, present the curriculum, introduce the leaders, and respond to questions.  Please contact Pastor Kurt 
at kurt@troyumc.org to register or ask questions about the class. 

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari – group building trip for all middle & high school students 

Saturday, September 17  RSVP form due by Sept. 11 + $50 

Students will enjoy the thrill of amusement rides and get wet in the water park during this trip to Santa Claus, Indiana.  The 
group will enjoy a delicious family-style dinner at the historic Log Inn before returning home!  Meet at 6:15 a.m.; return 9:00 
p.m.  See RSVP flyer at troyumc.org/students for details. 

See You at the Pole—All middle & high school students     

Wednesday, September 28   

Students unite for morning prayer 30 minutes before first bell around the flagpole at their school. 

“Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive…pray!” – Romans 12:11-12 

PARENTS 

New Life Student Ministry schedules and registration flyers can be accessed at troyumc.org/students. 

Rev. Kurt Stone is available via email, texts, and phone calls: kurt@troyumc.org or (618) 407-7586. 

A night of fun at C.P. Pinball in South Roxanna! 

Very interesting tour of the Bureau of Land Management’s Wild Horse & Burro Farm, Ewing, IL 
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Staff 
 
*Senior Pastor                           
 Andy Adams 
*Associate Pastor, Student Ministry 
  Kurt Stone 
*Care Pastor 
 Dan Perry 
*Minister of Modern Worship Arts 
 Tim Price 
*Minister of Discipleship 
 Bonnie Abel 
*Director of Children's Ministry 
 Christine Lippert 
*Director of 1st Step Learning Center 
 Lisa Rayle 
*Director of Traditional Worship Music 
 Rebecca Koebbe 
*Office Manager       
 Sharie Meyer 
*Fields Manager 

Courtney Bettis 
*Administrative Assistant  
 Karen Wimmer 
*Production Coordinator 
 Josh Case  
*Youth Worship Band Leader 

Ryan Froidcoeur  
Custodians     
 David Barr, Loren Fear, Erica Ellis  
 

*Staff E-mail [firstname]@troyumc.org 
 
If you would like to receive the Reach 
via email only, please contact 
anna@troyumc.org.  
 
 
Connect with us! 
@troyumc 
 
 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS 
Date Event 

September 7 Children’s Bible Basics Bootcamp begins (see page 5) 

September 10 E-Cycle Event, 9 a.m. to Noon at Troy UMC 

September 11 JOY SEEKERS outing (see page 4) 

September 16 Parents’ date night (see page 6) 

September 17 Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari student trip (see page 7) 

September 18 New message series & new worship schedule begins (see front 
page & page 2) 

September 25 2023 Confirmation Class Orientation (see page 7) 

September 28 Student flagpole prayer (see page 7) 

September 30 First day of rummage sale (see page 4) 

Welcome Our New Administrative 
Assistant, Karen Wimmer! 

Our Staff Parish Team is thrilled to 
introduce you to our new Administrative 
Assistant, Karen Wimmer! Karen and her 
husband, Marc, have been attending Troy 
UMC since moving to the area from 
Virginia. Karen is a retired elementary 
school teacher and is excited to use her 
gifts of hospitality and organization to 
serve God, our staff, and our church in her 
new ministry role. Make sure you stop by 
and introduce yourself to Karen after she 
begins on September 6. 

Our team would also like to thank Marie 
Brown for her valued service for the last 
two years. We wish her well in her new full-
time job as the Orchestra Teacher at 
Remington Primary and Heights Middle 
School in the Pattonville School District.  

mailto:anna@troyumc.org

