The LIFE 
Week 12, Devotion 1

“So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” – 1 Thessalonians 2:8
Have you ever been really annoyed by a sibling? Maybe they wouldn’t stop talking, or they had a knack for blaming everything on you. You might not have any siblings, but you have probably spent some extended time with a friend and thought, “OK, it might be time to go now!” Living in close proximity with one another has a way of bringing out both our best and worst qualities. 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:8-12. Paul uses some pretty strong familial language here. You can tell that he really cares for these people. We can learn a couple things from Paul here. First, in verse 8 he says that he came to them bringing the Gospel. Paul’s primary mission was to always tell others about Jesus and how to live for Him. But he doesn’t stop there. He tells them that he also shared his life with them.  

Examine verse 10 and think on it for a minute. Paul came not only to share the Gospel with the Thessalonians, but also to be a model of the Gospel in action! The Gospel created a love for these people in Paul’s heart that propelled him to live uprightly.  

Think about this . . . 
· Why is it important to make sure that the message of the Gospel that we teach aligns with the way that we live? 
· Why do we have to share the Gospel if we can just live uprightly? (Think back to Matthew 28:18-20.)  
Week 12, Devotion 2

Read this quote:
“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.” – William Ward
It’s a pretty cool quote, isn’t it? Especially when we apply it to our faith. The goal of our life should be to worship Jesus in such a way that the way we live teaches and inspires others to live for Him. 

Think about this . . . 
· Who is the teacher that has inspired you the most? What qualities did you admire about this teacher? 
· Where would you find yourself in this quote? The teacher who tells? Or maybe the one who demonstrates?

· How is Jesus calling you to be a better teacher of His Word? 

It’s OK if you feel like you haven’t done a good job of this. The important thing is that you’re trying to live it out. 

Week 12, Devotion 3

Today’s devotion is simple, but it requires you to think a little. 
Think about this question: How do people become leaders? 

Do they automatically start out with people following them, or do they first learn under someone else in order to be a leader? 

Why is it important to be a devoted follower of Jesus before we expect to lead people to Jesus?

Consider your faith journey with Jesus. Are you following Him in such a way that enables you to begin to lead others? If you’re not growing in Christ, it’s hard to lead others in their faith journeys. What can you do today to work with God to put you in the position of being a more influential leader? 
