The LIFE 

Week 16, Devotion 1

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  –Philippians 2:3-4

Do you know anyone who is really arrogant? What are they like? It’s probably not very fun to be around that person. So many times, arrogance revolves around some talent someone has or something they’re good at. If you’ve got a great jump shot, it can be easy for your arrogance to show on the basketball court. No one probably wants to play basketball with that person.

In these verses, Paul is calling us to be the opposite of that. He is calling us to be humble. Sometimes we misunderstand humility to mean that we’re supposed to put ourselves down or think that we’re no good. That’s not a very good definition of humility. Paul gives us a better definition in Philippians 2:3: “in humility, count others more significant than yourselves.”

This is a crazy concept. God really wants us to count other people as more significant than ourselves? Why would we do that?

The reason that we look to the interests of others is because that’s exactly what Jesus did for us. Jesus looked to our need for forgiveness and died on the cross because we needed it. In His great love for us, He gave Himself up so that we could live. Jesus came back to life and leads us to live in the same kind of humility!

Some things to think about . . . 
· What are some ways that you can count some specific people in your life more significant than yourself? Remember: this is a way for you to show them who Jesus is!
· Who are the specific people that God brought to your mind? One way to look to their interests is to pray for them. Spend some time closing your devotion by not praying for yourself, but for others. 
Week 16, Devotion 2

During the lesson this week we looked at the three areas in which you spend the most time: home, school/work, and play. These areas represent your family, the places you have to go, and the places you want to go. Take a second and draw a map of those places on a scratch sheet of paper, in a journal, or on a note-taking app. Put your house in the center.
This week we talked about ways that God is calling us to demonstrate humility. The map you made represents your “world.” This is the area that you spend most of your time. Your life looks a certain way in these places. Is your life lifting high the name of Jesus or your own name?

Before you finish your devotion time, ask God to give you the courage to live for Him in these places and not yourself.
Week 16, Devotion 3

Open your Bible and read the story of Jesus and His disciples in John 13:3-5.
Imagine that scene. Jesus, the disciples’ great Teacher, their leader, was on His knees, washing their feet.

In Jesus’ time (even more so than today), feet were gross. Everyone walked around barefoot. Cleaning feet was something that was left to the lowliest servants. When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, He was showing His humility. He was counting them as significant.

Jesus has never washed your feet, but He has counted you as significant on the cross. He died for you. 

Take a few minutes in silence to think about what Jesus has done for you. How significant He has counted you – significant enough to give up His life on the cross.

Thank God for the sacrifice of Jesus. Today, let His humility inspire you to count others as more significant than yourself.
