The LIFE 
Week 17, Devotion 1

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” - Colossians 3:12-14

Have you ever sat down to do your homework and looked at the list of your assignments and felt stressed? Maybe you felt like there was no way you could get everything done for school plus all the other stuff that makes your life so crazy busy. 

Sometimes when we read a list of commands in the Bible, it might feel a little like that. We can get pretty overwhelmed. We feel like we are never going to be able to measure up . . . no way we can do or be all the things that we are expected to do and be. Check out Colossians 3:12-14 for example. This list of characteristics seems unattainable.  

But, did you catch that first part? We are God’s chosen ones. Holy. His beloved. This isn’t a to-do list to make us holy or to earn His love. This isn’t a list about what we do; it’s about who we are. These are the marks of someone who is already holy, already loved.

God’s love for you has shown us how to show love to others. Jesus was the perfect display of these characteristics when He humbled himself and died on the cross so that you could be forgiven of your sins. When your heart has been radically changed by His love, you are able to display that love to others through a compassionate heart, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and forgiveness. These attributes of love naturally flow from a life that has surrendered everything to Jesus. You love because you are God’s beloved in Christ.  
Think about this . . . 
· How has the love of God changed you?

· How has the love of God changed how you see and respond to others?

Week 17, Devotion 2

Love is a big deal. We are all affected by love, or the absence of it, every single day. Take some time and think of at least four ways that people typically show their love for others. Is it giving gifts, a shout-out on Instagram, a big bear hug, something else? Jot your answers down in a journal or a scratch sheet of paper.  
This week we talked about our lives being defined by our love for others. How can you show Christ’s love to others this week? Think of three people in your life that need to be shown love and write their names down on your sheet of paper. Now, come up with one specific way you can show each person the love of Christ this week.
Week 17, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“The underlying principle of love is self-giving.” - Elisabeth Elliot, Let Me Be a Woman
That is a heavy statement!  
Here are some things to think about:
· How have you seen this self-giving in God’s love for you?

· Is this the kind of love that you show to others?

· How can you show this kind of love to others?

