The LIFE 

Week 18, Devotion 1

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” - Romans 1:16

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” - 2 Corinthians 5:17

Have you ever had the opportunity to watch a caterpillar turn into a butterfly? It’s absolutely stunning what takes place! Before the caterpillar enters the cocoon it’s slow, ugly, and frankly has little use. In fact, it probably ranks as one of the most helpless creatures on earth. Yet when it enters this mysterious cocoon, something amazing happens. The ugly caterpillar is turned into a versatile, beautiful, and highly mobile butterfly. Those who observe its beauty and grace hold the butterfly in awe. 

Have you ever thought about the transforming power of the Gospel? We learned this week that the Gospel is powerful and something we will never grow out of. But how powerful is it? The apostle Paul says that it is “the power of salvation to everyone who believes.” That is pretty powerful! But the Gospel is not only the power for our salvation, but for our transformation. In fact, the apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians that in Jesus we are being made into a “new creation.”

The fact is that for those of us who are believers, we used to be like caterpillars. We were broken in our sin, lost in our ways, and separated from our heavenly Father. But the Gospel changes all of that. In Jesus Christ, we are slowly being transformed by the power of the Gospel into a new creation! And what does this new creation look like? Like a son or daughter of the Highest God. 

The Gospel is the power that fuels our transformation from caterpillar into butterfly. The finished work of Jesus gives us the ability to change from broken sinner into obedient and loved child. The question is, “will you trust in the Gospel and live it out this week?” 

Something to think about . . . 
· What kinds of distractions does Satan use to pull our trust away from the Gospel and onto ourselves? How can we continually make sure that we are trusting in the Gospel?
· The Gospel has the power to transform our lives. But there is no question that God asks us to participate in that transformation by imitating Jesus and being obedient to Him. What are some practices that you can do to grow closer to Jesus?
Week 18, Devotion 2

Today, take a moment and think about the sacrifice that Jesus made for you in the Gospel. 

Take a moment and think about what Jesus gave up to come to earth. Not only was Jesus in heaven with God, seated at God’s right hand, but the Bible says that He is God. He is the greatest joy of the Father and worshipped by all of the angels. He has eternal power and strength. He knows all things from the very beginning of time to the end. And yet, He temporarily limited some aspects of His nature to become a man so that He could die for you. 

Now think about all that He became as a man. He took on flesh, which means He had every limitation that you experience each day. He got tired, He was hungry, He felt anger, and He felt pain. Jesus was beaten, ridiculed, yelled at, and bruised all for you. He was nailed to a cross and was made fun of, all for you. He endured God’s anger toward your sins even though He was innocent so that you didn’t have to. 

Take a moment and thank God for Jesus. Thank God for loving you and sending His most precious possession, His son Jesus, to die in your place. Thank Him for saving you and calling you to faith in Him. Finally, pray and ask that God would never let you trivialize or downplay the sacrifice that Jesus made. Ask Him to remind you of the great love that Jesus showed as He died on the cross for your sins. 

If you have time today, write a letter to God thanking Him for all that He has done for you; both in the Gospel and in your life. 

Week 18, Devotion 3

“Being able to articulate the Gospel with accuracy is one thing, having its truth captivate your soul is quite another.” - J.D. Greear, Gospel: Recovering the Power that made Christianity Revolutionary
This week we talked about the importance of continually preaching the Gospel to ourselves and to others in the church. We talked about how there will never be a time in our lives when we move beyond the power of the Gospel and our need for it. But in order for the Gospel to transform our heart and affect the way we live, we first have to believe it. 

Too many times in the church today, we can recite the Gospel from memory. In fact, we know it so well that we could easily answer the question, “What is the Gospel?” as if it were a question on a test at school. But the Gospel is simply knowledge unless we truly believe in its truth in our hearts. Too often you know the Gospel because you go to church with your parents. Maybe you have heard it since you were young and prayed a prayer. But unless you believe in your own heart that the Gospel has power to save, its effect will remain unseen. As you go through your day today, think about these questions:

· Is the Gospel something that you know by repetition or do you truly believe it in your heart? 

· Has the Gospel become boring or mundane to you because of all the times you have heard it? How can you make sure that you continually believe and trust in the power that God offers to us in the Gospel? 

· How can you keep yourself from being used to the Gospel in the future and maintain your passion for Jesus? 

