The LIFE 
Week 1, Devotion 1

“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” – Matthew 4:19-20
This encounter may seem very different from your own encounter with Christ, but at its core, it remains the same. Christ calls us to follow Him. He calls us to seek Him first, even when it is costly. He desires to be in a relationship with us so that we can know Him and learn how to reflect His mercy to the world. 
Can you remember the time or situation when you first realized Jesus was calling you to Himself? Grab a piece of paper or a note-taking app and write a few words to describe what it was like.

Some things to consider:
· Can you say that you have followed Him since that first calling? 
· How do you get back on track when you feel distant from Jesus? List some methods that have worked in the past.

Our decision to follow Christ begins our relationship with Him, but that relationship continues to grow throughout our entire lives. Sometimes we feel very close to Him and feel like we are filled with His purpose. Other times we may feel like we have lost our way and can barely hear His voice. The good news is that God knew we were sinners when He called us. The same mercy that accepted us in the first place is what keeps us and restores us every day. Keep seeking Him and looking for ways you can share His love with those around you. It won’t always be easy, but it will always be worth it! 

Week 1, Devotion 2

This week you looked at how Jesus boldly called others to follow Him and how we are to be fishers of men. So how do we do that? Well, since you asked, the idea is that you boldly invite others to follow Jesus as well. This doesn’t have to be as scary as it sounds. Since you are probably going to church this week anyway, why not think of someone you can invite to follow you there? Maybe you can offer them a lift or arrange to meet them at the entrance and walk in together. Many people who would not go to church on their own would go if someone asked them to go with them. Just as Christ called you to follow Him, we are to call others to follow us in that pursuit. The Apostle Paul said it this way in 1 Corinthians 11:1: Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
As you are on your journey to follow Christ, bring someone along with you. Here are some things to think about:
· Think of a couple people you are friends with who do not already regularly attend church. Write them down on a journal or your favorite note-taking app.  
· What opportunities does your church or youth group offer over the next month that your friend might attend with you?

So what are you waiting for? Call or text them and see if they want to join you. Being fishers of men is simply inviting others to follow you as you follow Christ. 

Week 1, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“Christianity is one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.” – D.T. Niles
Think about this quote for a moment as it relates to what you have studied this week. Think through these questions:
· What do you think this quote means?
· Why are Christians referred to as “beggars”?
· Why is the Gospel referred to as “bread”?

The beauty of Jesus’ message is in its simplicity. It is easy to get tangled up in the complex theology that we don’t understand or the popular beliefs that make us afraid of rejection, but if you stop and think about it, sharing the Gospel is incredibly easy. Think about things that you love to talk about. Do people know what is important to you? 
Ponder this: If you were to ask your friends to describe what you care about, would they know your favorite sport and team? Could they name your favorite book, movie genre, or your other friends? Could they tell you the members of your immediate family? Could they tell you what you believe about God?
It’s easy for us to talk about things that are important to us. As people get to know us, they learn about what we care about. If you know Jesus as your Savior, that relationship should be at the top of the list of things people learn as they get to know you. 
How can you be more transparent about your belief in Christ as you share your life with others?

