The LIFE 

Week 20, Devotion 1

“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” - Philippians 3:10-11

What is the difference between joy and happiness? A person that has joy will always have happiness, but one with happiness may not always have joy. The difference lies in the source. There are multiple places that people can find happiness in the world: sports, academics, friends, love (the list goes on),but there is only one source for joy in the world, and that is Jesus Christ.
Look at verse 10 and see the crazy request that Paul makes. He is asking that he could share in the sufferings of Christ . . . which seems a little weird. The lesson we learn from Paul is that when we follow Jesus, He offers us joy during any discomfort. Paul’s request is that he could know Christ and the power of His resurrection.
Jesus was strong enough to resist every temptation thrown His way. Jesus not only died for our sins as our perfect sacrifice, but He then conquered death. Jesus remained joyful, completing the task required of Him through it all. He offers us that same strength today.
Ask yourself these questions as you go through your day:

· Where do I find my happiness? Do I find my joy in Christ?
· What are some distractions that are trying to take my attention away from Jesus?
· By spending time with Jesus this morning, how can I use the strength He gives to help someone else today?
Week 20, Devotion 2

Think about your favorite movie. Is it quotable? What is one of your favorite quotes from it? Can you remember when you saw it for the first time? There is an excitement that comes from first seeing an incredible movie. You run to friends telling them that they should go and see the movie, and if they want, you’ll go with them to see it again.
The same excitement was hopefully experienced when you first began a relationship with Christ. Your passion for Christ was high, and you wanted to tell everyone about it. You were probably praying regularly, reading lots of Scripture, and looking for every opportunity to talk about Jesus.
Over time there are other movies that came along, and though your favorite remains, it kind of falls to the wayside in your movie conversation. The same thing happens with our spiritual passion when we stop spending time with God. He falls lower on our priority lists, and we spend less time intentionally learning more about Him.
How would you rate your current passion for good movies on a scale of 1-10? How would you rate your passion for God on a scale of 1-10? What are some things you can do to re-energize, or keep up your passion for God? Who in your life can you talk to as a supporter for your pursuit of Christ?
Take a moment to pray that God would continue to draw you to Himself, and that you would be willing to seek more opportunities to learn more about Jesus!
Week 20, Devotion 3

“Living in light of eternity changes your priorities.” – Rick Warren

Busy. This word defines the culture today; if your schedule isn’t packed, then you seem to be expected to pick up more hobbies. Everyone is looking for some of your time, and that means you must prioritize what is most important to you.
This quote from Pastor Rick Warren gives us a good perspective for how we spend our time. It gets easy to live day-to-day. We subconsciously think that God is going to be waiting for us one day so we can ignore Him today.

What happens though when we start to live considering eternity? How does an eternal focus change our conversations with friends? How does an eternal focus change how much TV and Netflix we want to watch? What impact does it have on our daily time that we are supposed to spend with God?
Pray that God would shift your focus from the day-to-day, and that He would open your eyes to opportunities for eternal impact.

