The LIFE 
Week 24, Devotion 1

This, then, is how you should pray:

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name . . . ”
Have you ever thought of how unusual prayer is? Think about it: when we pray, we assume that the God of the universe stops, bends His ear, and listens. Crazy, right?

But that’s exactly what He does.

Jesus taught His followers how to pray by leading them in a prayer. And the prayer starts this way: “Our Father.” Not “Magnificent Being.” Not “Creator of the Universe” (though these titles are certainly accurate of God). The word Jesus chose was Father. In that single word, Jesus told us something incredible about God: He loves us like a good father loves his child.

God loves you the way a good father loves his child. That’s why we can pray: Because God cares enough to listen, and He cares enough to do something about our troubles.

Of course, that doesn’t mean that God will answer all of our prayers with a “yes.” Since God is a good father, He knows what is best for us. And sometimes we don’t know exactly what’s best for ourselves.

But one thing is sure: when you pray, God listens. Because He loves you.
Think About This . . . 
· Is it difficult to believe that God loves you enough to listen to your prayers? Why or why not?
· What is the hardest part about when God’s answer to our prayers isn’t always “yes”?
Week 24, Devotion 2

Knowing how to pray is sometimes really hard. That’s why Jesus gave His followers a guide for how to pray. This week, you filled out a handout that helped you pray like Jesus taught His followers to pray. Pull out that worksheet and take a few minutes to pray through it. In case you lost it between your Bible study and today, here are the questions that were on the handout:

· Write down one or two things that you love about God or that you are thankful for:

· What do you think God wants to accomplish in your life this week?

· What requests do you have for God?

· What do you need to ask forgiveness for?

· Are there any temptations in your life right now, or any situations you need God’s help to handle in a way that honors Him?

Week 24, Devotion 3

Jesus’ prayer that He led his followers in was a blueprint for how we should approach prayer, but it was not a “one-size-fits-all” prayer. There are many God-honoring ways to pray. One way to pray is to just start writing a letter to God. Grab a blank piece of paper, and set a timer for three minutes. Pray to God by writing to Him whatever comes to your mind and heart.

Ready? Go!
