The LIFE 

Week 26, Devotion 1

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worth of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.”  Colossians 1:9-10

Have you ever sat in math class and wondered when any of it will be useful? Math teachers always say, “You’ll need this later,” but it’s hard to imagine a scenario where the Pythagorean theorem is really going to be useful in real life. Why do all that learning?

It can be easy to think the same thing about our faith sometimes. Why do we go to church so much, listen to sermons, and read the Bible all the time? We always talk about learning about God, but what are we really working toward?

In this passage, Paul points out what happens when our knowledge of God increases. As we learn more about who God is, what He’s like, and what He expects of us, we begin to live that out. We begin to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord” (Col. 1:10). That’s why we study the Bible, listen to it, and learn from it.
It’s important to remember that we can never be good enough to deserve what Jesus did for us on the cross. But, as we begin to look more like Him, we become a better picture of how Jesus can change someone’s heart and life. The more we learn about God, the better example we are of how He has changed us.
Think about this:
· What are some specific times that you consistently learn about God? Do you go to church, have a Bible study with friends, or personal devotions? How can you be more committed to learning as much as you can about God during those times?
· Sometimes we can think that the best time to invest in our relationship with God is later. We think that we’ll have time to grow in our faith when we’re older. What are some ways that you can start learning more about God today? 

Week 26, Devotion 2

Take a few minutes and think about three things that you have learned about God in the past year. It may be something that a preacher said or something you read in the Bible. It might be something that God taught you through a friend or an experience you’ve been through. Write them down in a journal or using a note taking app.
This week we talked about growing in our knowledge of Jesus. As we talked about our need to do that, we specifically talked about doing it together with other people. Think about the people that God used to teach you the things that you wrote down. Maybe it was your mom or dad who pointed out how God was looking out for you, or a friend who prayed for you during a difficult time. It may have been a student ministry leader who’s been teaching you how to read God’s Word.

Before you finish your devotion time, thank God for the people that He has put in your life to help you learn about Him. If you see those people this week, thank them too!

Week 26, Devotion 3

Slowly read this passage. Think about what it means:

 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members on of another.” - Romans 12:4-5

Do you ever feel like you’re alone? 

This week we’ve been talking a lot about our individual need to grow in our relationship with Christ. But as we’ve talked about that, we’ve been pointing to the idea that God has given us each other to work together with. We’re not growing in our faith alone, but together.

Take a few moments to think about whom God has put in your life to grow with. You are not just individuals; you are all part of the body of Christ.

Pray for your friends, that they would grow in their knowledge of Jesus and their faith in Him. Pray that God would help you to be a part of their growth. Ask Him to help you to all grow in your faith, together.

You may feel like God hasn’t given you many friends to grow with. You might feel alone. If you do, ask God to bring one or two people into your life that will help you grow in your relationship with Jesus; and then be on the lookout for them.
