The LIFE 
Week 27, Devotion 1

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.” – Ephesians 4:29

Has there ever been a time in your life when someone said something mean or hurtful to you? Like most people, you can probably remember the exact words that were spoken, the person who spoke them, and perhaps even have a mental picture of where you were when those unkind or hurtful words cut to your heart.

Words have incredible power. We can tear people down and wound their hearts or encourage them and bring healing just by what we say. If you think about it, our relationships are based on communication and shared experiences, so the way we speak is a huge part of how we do life with others. 

As followers of Jesus, the words from our lips should be a natural overflow of a heart that has been forgiven and transformed by the Gospel. 
Read Ephesians 4:29. As we do life with others, we must always seek to build them up with our words. We can help them to see their value in Christ, encourage them to continue walking faithfully with the Lord, offer timely wisdom for situations they may face, and remind them of the grace of God. Our words can leave others feeling peaceful and refreshed with a greater love for Jesus if we seek to honor God with our conversations.

Just as you remember a time when someone tore you down with words, you probably remember a time when someone said something that made you feel amazing or said just the right thing at just the right time. Strive to be the person others think of when they think of someone who speaks encouraging words, gives timely wisdom, and points them to Jesus.

Think about this . . . 
· Are your words a good reflection of Christ to others? How so?
· How can you be intentional about using your words to build up others this week?

Week 27, Devotion 2

Take a minute to scroll through the pictures on your phone or tablet. How many of them include people you “do life” with? As you scroll through your pictures, take some time to pray for at least three people in your pictures. This can include friends, family members, a pastor, a teacher, a coach, etc.

Week 27, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“God is not only concerned about the length and regularity of your quiet time each morning; He is also concerned about how you treat others—and that includes how you treat others with whom you have nothing in common except for Jesus Christ. That’s why you need to invest your life in others and allow others to invest their lives in you.”  – Mark Dever in Nine Marks of a Healthy Church
Our relationships with other Christ-followers are a super important part of the Christian life. Our obedience to God is not only linked to our personal time with Jesus, but also to how we do life with others.   

Think about this . . . 

· Have you ever thought about your relationships with others being so important to God? Why do you think God is so concerned about how we treat others?  
· How can investing your life in others and allowing them to invest their lives in you bring glory to God?

