The LIFE 
Week 28, Devotion 1

Do you ever get distracted when you pray? Most Christians do from time to time. Though you may not realize it, praying with others (and about specific things for others) can bring focus to your prayers.

In this past week’s lesson we talked about Acts 1:14. Go back and re-read this passage. 

How can we be devoted to one another in prayer? One of the best ways is to make sure we are consistently connected with one another about how to pray for each other. In this way, when you see each other again you have a starting point for spiritual conversation and for praying together.

Today’s devotion is all about taking action. Take a moment right now and start a group message with some other people in your group asking this question: “How can I pray for you today?” When you get the response, take a few moments and pray specifically for that person and whatever the request was.

Next time you see that person in small group, ask how things are going with that prayer request. In this way, you are building a bridge for praying together each time that you gather. It is a small step that can make a big difference in praying together.
Week 28, Devotion 2

Start this devotion by reading Ephesians 5:18-21. In this past week’s small group time, we talked about the importance of praising together. Literally, God calls us to sing praises alongside others.

In a journal or using a note-taking app, write the words to one of you favorite worship songs. Then answer the following questions:
· Why are these words to meaningful to you?
· How does hearing other people sing these words encourage you?

When we sing songs like the one above together, it is less about the performance or making sure that everyone is in tune. It is more about us joining together with one voice to declare truth, gratefulness, and praise to our God. We are reminding each other about God’s faithfulness and love for us. This keeps us encouraged and moving forward as growing disciples of Jesus. So let’s keep worshipping together.
Week 28, Devotion 3

You may have heard the statistics before: somewhere around 70% of those that are active in church in their high school years will end up dropping out of church sometime between 17-19 years old. Think about your small group. Cut out 70% of people and that is the kind of dropout status that is happening in churches like yours all across America. That doesn’t mean all these students leave their relationship with Jesus, but it does mean that they lose a crucial aspect of their discipleship journey: praising together and praying together. As we saw this past week in our lesson, these two things are HUGE and we need to stay in Christian community to have them.

Read Hebrews 10:24-25.

Why does the writer of Hebrews tell us to not give up meeting with one another? In part, because praising together and praying together helps us “stir up one another to love and good works.” Without these elements in our lives, we end up lacking the encouragement that we get from Christian community in our discipleship journeys. This lack of encouragement could be the reason why nearly two-thirds of students who leave the church end up coming back at some point.  They realize their need for others.

Take a few moments and pray about your future for this year and the year to come. Ask God to help you commit to praising and praying with others. Ask Him to help you stay committed no matter how crazy the schedule gets or what other commitments may come.
