The LIFE 

Week 29, Devotion 1

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 12:12

If you have ever had the unfortunate experience of breaking an arm or leg, you know firsthand what it is like to lose the use of a body part for an extended period of time. Normal, everyday tasks turn into more than just simple projects; they are immensely difficult. Even more difficult than the physical challenge that accompanies losing the use of a hand or a foot is the emotional frustration of being unable to do something as simple and basic as tying a shoe. The bottom line: the body was meant to function with ALL of its members intact. 

The imagery of the body is a common metaphor used in Scripture when describing the operation and function of the Church. The Apostle Paul refers to the body in many of his writings, most notably in 1 Corinthians 12:12. Here, he is refuting the false ideas and disunity of the church in Corinth. Instead, the apostle taught the church in Corinth the real purpose of the Church: to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Paul wanted the church in Corinth to understand that in order for the body to work as God intended, each member would need to serve in the area in which God had gifted them. 

Although we know that God is the one who builds the Church through the power of the Holy Spirit, He has equipped us to do the work of the Church as members of the body. We each are intended to serve an important function based on the gifts He has given us. For some of us it’s music. For some it’s teaching. For still others of us, our gifts allow us to be encouragers or prayer warriors. But many times, instead of serving and contributing to the body, we coast and benefit from the service and sacrifice of others. This is not how the Church was intended to work! 

God has gifted each of us specifically for the purpose of serving Him in the community of the Church. He wants to use us to accomplish His mission in the world by involving us as members of His body, the Church. We don’t want the Church body to be missing members! The question for you this week is: How will you serve in the Body of Christ based on the gifting that God has given you? 

Think about this . . . 
· What kinds of doubts and lies does Satan use in our minds to keep us from serving God in the local church? How can we move past these insecurities to serve the way God has called us to serve? 
· There are so many things vying for your time as a teenager. What things in your life are keeping you from serving your function in the Body of Christ? How is God calling you to leave those things and serve Him? 

Week 29, Devotion 2

Today, take a moment and think about the ways that God has used the church to help you and your family in life.  

Take a moment and reflect on the different ways that the church has blessed and helped your family over the years. Maybe they celebrated important milestones in your life or in the life of your family. Maybe they came alongside and supported your family in a time of great difficulty and trial. Maybe they were there in a season of doubt and questioning in your faith. Take a moment and reflect on these times. 

Now think about all of the ways that you have grown as a result of people investing in your life at church. Try and picture faces in your mind and specific people who spent time loving you, teaching you the power of Scripture, and helping you understand what it really means to walk with Jesus every day. It could be a Sunday School leader, a pastor, or even a friend. 

As you reflect on these people and the way that God has used them in your walk with Him, thank Him for the way that He has gifted them and called them to serve in the body. Thank God for the way in which they invested in you and for the time and energy they give to making sure you know the Lord. Pray that God would bless them and their family as a result of their obedience to Him. 

Finally, finish by praying that God would reveal to you your gifts and abilities so that you can serve Him in the local church. Ask that God would provide opportunities for you to use your gifts to bring glory to the name of Jesus. 

Week 29, Devotion 3

“Once we deeply trust that we ourselves are precious in God's eyes, we are able to recognize the preciousness of others and their unique places in God's heart.” ― Henri J.M. Nouwen, Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die – but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” – Romans 5:6-8
This week we talked about the importance of unity within the context of community in the Church. We talked about how we are members of not only the local church, but also of the global Church. What is so amazing about the immense number of members in God’s Church is that He knows each of them by name. He knows their preferences, He knows their deepest desires, and He knows them better than they know themselves. 

Too often in the world today people automatically resort to opposing anyone who doesn’t agree with their viewpoints. This happens politically, religiously, ethically, and even in the Church. Even members of God’s body of believers can argue over minor differences in doctrine and make enemies amongst themselves. 

But as we see in the quote above, a proper view of the way that God loves us can change this approach entirely. In fact, when we see our preciousness before God through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, our whole perspective of others completely shifts. Even when we were enemies of God and in rebellion against Him, He still loved us and sent Jesus for us. That is amazing! When we begin to get frustrated and draw battle lines with other followers of Jesus, we need to remind ourselves that just as we are precious in His sight, so are all other Christ-followers. Therefore, we should love them as He loved us.
Think about this . . . 
· What keeps us from loving others in the Body of Christ as we ought to? 

· Have you ever considered the intense and unending love God has for you? Have you ever thought about the fact that Christ died even while we were still sinners? 

· In what ways can you improve your view of others so that you can show the same love that Christ showed for you on the cross? How does this kind of love affect the unity of the Church? 
