The LIFE 
Week 30, Devotion 1

“There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.” - Acts 4:34-35

This week in our Bible study we studied a community of believers in Jerusalem who gave everything they had so that no one among them was needy. 

Reread the passage, Acts 4:34-35, and spend a few minutes thinking about what that means. 

You probably don’t own land or a house, but you have gifts to bring to those in need. What are some ways that you can meet the needs of others? How can you serve the needy? Take some time and write down your answers. 

God has given generously to all of us. All that we have and all that we are, we owe to Him. The next time you see someone in need, maybe a random stranger or even a close friend, think about how God’s gifts to you can be used to meet that need.  

Take a few minutes to pray and ask God for the opportunity to serve someone in need this week. Ask Him for the strength to rise to the occasion when it presents itself. 

Week 30, Devotion 2

Being a giving person is hard, especially when you don’t have much to give! 

For today’s devotional, read Luke 21:1-4. 

This story about the widow’s offering is famous because of what it teaches us about giving. Jesus doesn’t care about the amount we give. He cares about the heart of the giver. Do you really think God needs a certain amount of money from you to accomplish His will? No! What He needs are believers who are willing to give all they have to serve His kingdom; God can work with or without a full bank account. His commandment to give is a call to change our greedy hearts into generous, compassionate reflections of His love. 

How are you answering the call to give? Maybe you don’t have any money to offer, but is there something else you can give— time, effort, love? Just like the widow knew when she gave her small offering, giving God all we have is an act of faith that leads to joyful, fulfilling lives. 

Spend some time in prayer asking God to teach you to give. Pray for the courage to give when needed and the wisdom to know what to give. 
Week 30, Devotion 3

Learning to give selflessly is a lesson taught by the Holy Spirit. By the power of the Spirit we can learn to give all that we have and rely on God’s provision for our needs. 

Take some time and pray the following prayer:

God, grant me a heart that wants to give abundantly. 

Give me the wisdom to see needs and fill needs. 

May I find joy in sacrificing for the needs of others. 

May your church be a giver of your love, grace, and mercy. 

May we see all that you have given and know that you are God.
Amen. 

When you’re done, try writing your own prayer. Ask God to challenge your stubborn heart and give you the strength to give in a specific way, either to help someone you know or to affect change in your community. It doesn’t have to sound pretty or even use complete sentences, just write openly and honestly. 

