The LIFE 
Week 33, Devotion 1

“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, live as God’s slaves.” - 1 Peter 2:16

Prison doesn’t seem like a very appealing thing, does it? Nobody’s goal is to end up there. Prisoners have been stripped of their freedom and are under the dominion of the warden and the guards. They wake up, go to bed, and work all when they’re told to. Now, even though you’re probably not in danger of going to physical prison anytime soon, there is another prison that we all wind up in at some point. It’s the spiritual prison of sin. Sin always overpromises and under delivers. When we give in to those sin habits that we sometimes can’t seem to shake, we give away the freedom that Christ has extended to us. When we allow our sin habits to master us, it’s as if are once again made captives to sin’s deceit. Patterns of unrepentant sin in our lives hurt us by leading us away from the Lord’s presence. 

However, when we submit to Christ and become His servant, He sets us free from the power sin has over us. While we will always struggle with our sin nature, through Christ we have the power to resist the temptation of sin. He brings life, joy, peace, and patience to our souls. Christ nourishes us and gives us everything we need to live a godly, fulfilling life. Don’t abuse grace because it wasn’t cheap. It cost Jesus everything, so we should respond with giving Jesus our everything.   

Think about this:
· Have you been a prisoner to sin or to Christ lately? 
· What does it mean to you that as a Christian, you’re a slave to righteousness (and to God) and not to sin?
· What are some ways you can allow Christ to fill you with His presence today?  

Week 33, Devotion 2

Today, take five minutes to reflect over the all the ways that you have been shown kindness and love by others. Maybe it was by a teacher, friend, co-worker, or parent. Once you’ve had some time to think about them, jot those down on one side of a sheet of paper.
Now, reflect on some ways that you can show acts of kindness and love to those in your life. You don’t have to go over the top. It could be a simple word of encouragement or a small gift to someone. Take some time to write down your ideas.

Lastly, reflect on how Christ was the greatest gift we could have ever received. Meditate on the fact that when you were dead in your sins, He came and rescued you and extended the gift of salvation. 

Week 33, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“Out of 100 men, one will read the Bible, the other 99 will read the Christian.” - D.L. Moody

This is a convicting quote! A lot of the time we forget just how observed we really are. Non-Christians and Christians alike are looking to see where you will set an example in your life or if you will just fall into hypocrisy. Now, let’s be real, we all have a hint of hypocrisy in our life because we sin and fall every day. But are you consistently repenting and striving to live a godly lifestyle? Have others been drawn more toward Jesus or away from Jesus because of the way your life has witnessed about Him? 

Don’t get discouraged if you feel like you haven’t done a good job. Now is the time to confess that to the Lord and start walking in righteousness. If you have, continue to press into all the good and glorious things He has for you.
