The LIFE 

Week 34, Devotion 1

We faced the hard truth this week that ignoring the needs of others is rejecting our call as disciples. But, when we serve others, in the name of Jesus, we are serving God Himself! Jesus stressed this to the disciples in many ways. 
Read John 21:15-19. Look at the conversation between Jesus and Peter that followed Christ’s resurrection. In great fear, Peter had denied Jesus during the last events before the crucifixion, and Jesus came to him to restore their relationship. 

· What question does Jesus ask Peter 3 times?

· What is Peter’s response?

· How does Jesus instruct Peter to express his love for Him?

Jesus makes it clear that Peter would have to go beyond an emotional love for Jesus and a casual concern for others; he would have to live a life of action. In Peter’s case, it would eventually cost him his life. Meeting the needs of others is more than being kind or feeling bad for people who suffer. It often means pouring out yourself on a sacrificial level to put the needs of others above your own. This is what the call of a disciple requires. 

Ask God to soften your heart and open your eyes to the needs of others. Take action this week to put others above yourself. 

Week 34, Devotion 2

In your small group this week, you may have brainstormed some needs that your church or group could explore meeting. But, the call of a disciple is a personal one. So what do you plan to do? 
Here is a challenge for you for this week: Make your own list of needs that you observe around you. Consider some of the categories below to get you started. As you identify a need, jot it down. Pray about that need and ask God to inspire you with a practical way that you could minister in that situation by meeting a need. Below are a few ideas to get you started:

· How about offering your nicer hand-me-downs to someone younger than you who might appreciate them?
· Maybe you could spend an hour a week visiting someone in a nursing home who gets no visitors.

· Could you offer to tutor someone in your class who is struggling?

· Could you anonymously drop off a bag of groceries or school supplies to a family in need?
Ask God to open your eyes and convict you of the specific need He wants you to meet.

Week 34, Devotion 3

As you consider the call to care for the needy, you may encounter the temptation to think that doing no harm is the same as doing good. Look at this quote from a pretty smart guy and consider how it relates to the Biblical call to serve others. 

"The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing."  — Albert Einstein
Think about this:

· How does this relate to the call of a disciple to show the love of God by meeting the needs of others?

· Can you think of a time or situation where you have looked on and done nothing? Is it too late? Can you still act in that situation? 

· What can you do to be more assertive in taking a stand for what is right when you see a need?

Work to memorize this quote as you contemplate it. Let it serve as a reminder of the call on your life to be a light in the darkness.

