The LIFE 
Week 35, Devotion 1

“The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’”   - John 4:9-10
How we view others has a lot to do with how we think God views us.

Think about it: if you don’t think God values you very much, then it’s probably going to be hard for you to really value others, right?
Read John 4:1-10. Notice how the woman responds to Jesus when He asks her for a drink. She’s skeptical. She’s not sure if He’s playing a joke, or if He’s trying to start a normal, friendly conversation. In short, she’s not sure whether He’s going to be nice to her or not.

If we’re honest, we have those same questions about God sometimes. Does He really love me? Or is this whole grace thing something just for others and not for me?

Jesus responded kindly: He started telling her about the living water He was offering her for free, just because He loved and valued her. Just like God loves and values you. When we learn how much God values us, we can value others enough to love and serve them, too, especially if they are different than us. 
Think about this:

· Is it difficult to believe that God values you? Why or why not?
· How do you think being confident in God’s love for us helps us love others?
Week 35, Devotion 2

Loving and serving people who are different from us often starts with changing our hearts toward them. A great way to do that is to simply pray for them.

Choose one person who is different from you—maybe it’s someone who is from a different background, is a different race, or has different beliefs. It might even just be someone you think is “weird” so you never talk with them. Take five minutes to simply pray for them. Pray that their day would go well, pray for their families, and pray for God to show you how you might be able to serve them in some way this week.

Ready? Go! 

Week 35, Devotion 3

“In a command found in no other religion, Jesus bids us show love not only to strangers and sinners but also to our outright adversaries.” - Philip Yancey, Vanishing Grace: Whatever Happened to the Good News?
One of the hardest things about loving those we usually avoid is that sometimes, that includes loving people who have hurt us. 

This doesn’t mean that we intentionally let people who have hurt us in the past keep hurting us. But there’s always something we can do to love those who are our enemies. At the very least, we can pray for them. We can forgive them. But it’s something that’s very hard to do.

Read Philip Yancey’s quote above, then think about the following questions:

· Why do you think Jesus asks His followers to love strangers, people who struggle with sin (that would be everyone), and even our adversaries?

· Who is someone who might be your adversary that you can show love to this week, even if it’s just praying for them?
