The Rescue 
Week 36, Devotion 1

“Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk.” - Isaiah 58:9
God loves you. He really does. He wants to spend time with you. He longs to bless you with peace and joy and many other wonderful things. He loves you no matter what you have done or what you will do in the future.  But, sin in our lives does break fellowship with God. The prophet Isaiah addresses three things that inhibit our walk with the Lord in this verse.  

First, this “yoke” refers to any unnecessary burden we place on individuals. We do this all the time with assumptions and unrealistic expectations. Think about this:
· Have you ever been mad at a friend for something he or she did or didn’t do, yet you never communicated that this hurts your feelings?
· Has your family ever had to change plans for a fun outing and you threw a fit because it went against your preference?

Second, “pointing of the finger” refers to false accusations. This is human nature dating back to Adam and Eve. God called out Adam for eating the forbidden fruit and he blamed Eve. Then Eve blamed the serpent. Perhaps you can relate. Think about this:
· Do you ever point the finger at someone else when you get into trouble?

· Are you ever tempted to respond to gossip spread about you by spilling someone else’s secrets?

The third hindrance Isaiah speaks of covers malicious speech. Speaking maliciously includes things like gossip, curse words, words yelled in anger, works spoken to intentionally wound another, or any type of sexually explicit or suggestive language. Think about this:
· When are you most vulnerable to using wicked speech?

· Are you quick to ask for forgiveness from God and from others when you say things you should not?
Take some time to reflect on your answers to these questions and think about how some of these things could be impacting your relationship with the Lord.
Week 36, Devotion 2

If you do not currently have a place that you are volunteering that helps alleviate the pain and suffering of others, make it a point in the next week or so to find a place for you to serve. A great place to begin would be to call your youth leader and ask about ministries that your church already supports. Shoot him and her a text or email and see what info you can find. Chances are there is a great way you can plug in. Or, go to any popular search engine and look for organizations in your area that need volunteers. 
You might find a time that works with your schedule to help out at a local food pantry. Your school or another venue may be looking for teenagers to tutor younger kids in an afterschool program. There may be some elderly people in your community that desperately need assistance with lawn maintenance. And, just in case your search comes up completely empty, go ask your parent or guardian what you can do to serve the family today.
Week 36, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out – Because I was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, but I did not speak out – Because I was not a Trade Unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out –  Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me – And there was no one left to speak for me.”
This quotation was taken from lectures written by German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemoller regarding the increasing oppression of Nazi Germany. The poem is now displayed in the Permanent Exhibition of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. You know from history that because German citizens and national leaders were slow to react to Hitler’s cruel leadership, widespread brutality and millions of deaths ensued. The meaning of this poem is very pointed: when we do not act to alleviate the injustices shown toward others, we will be impacted. In this case, once they came for “me,” there was no one left to come to my defense.

Consider this:
· How would you feel if you were a target and no one was willing to help?

· Who do you know that is being discriminated against or bullied that you have not sympathized with because it did not involve you?
· Why does our pursuit of “Christ-likeness” demand that we care for the poor, weak, and vulnerable?
· What is a way that you can stand up for this person or group of people?

