The LIFE 

Week 37, Devotion 1

“Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and ‘God has visited his people!’”  Luke 7:16

This verse comes from the passage that we looked at near the end of our lesson this week. If you don’t remember what happened right before, read the entire passage in Luke 7:11-16.

Sometimes it’s hard for us to think about what we would do in certain situations in Scripture. In this passage, Jesus raises someone from the dead. Now, our first idea may to think how awesome that would be, but I think we forget how scary that would be! Someone comes back to life!
In this passage, Jesus performs this miracle and people are scared at first. Then they realize that God is among them. They are having an encounter with God, and they respond to that. For just a moment, they forget about their friend who is now breathing again, and they are in awe of what God has done.

Read the rest of Luke 7:17: “And this report about Him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.” Part of our response to Jesus has to be that we talk about Him. When we really realize that God loved us enough to give Himself up for us, we will spread that message. As we worship God through following Jesus, we help our world see who He is!

Think about this:
· In what ways are you responding to what Jesus has done for you? What things are you doing in your life that you wouldn’t be doing if it weren’t for Jesus?
· In this passage, the people’s encounter with God caused them to tell their friends and neighbors about what Jesus had done. Who in your life are you talking to about Jesus? Is there someone that God is calling you to tell about what He has done? 

Week 37, Devotion 2

Here are ten ideas of different ways that you can worship God this week. Pick three of them and commit to worshiping God in some different ways as you go throughout your week.
1. Pick a verse of Scripture and write it on your mirror with a dry erase marker. Read it each morning as you get ready. 1 John 2:17 is a good one if you have trouble finding one.

2. Put together a playlist of worship songs that you sing at church. Listen to it in the car on the way to/from school one day. Ask God to lead your heart that day.

3. Set a notification on your phone for a random time during the day. When you get the notification, pray to God about what you’re experiencing that day.

4. Print out a verse to memorize and put it in your binder for school. Try to memorize it throughout the week as you’re in class.

5. Take a friend out to eat and ask them what God is doing in their life.

6. Wake up thirty minutes early one morning and go on a walk around your neighborhood. As you walk, pray that God will show you new ways that He has blessed you.

7. Serve someone in a way that they need this week. Maybe it’s a friend who needs help in school, or a neighbor who is struggling. Because Jesus has given up Himself for us, we give ourselves up for others.

8. Take ten minutes and write out ten things that you’re thankful to God for.

9. Write a thank-you note to someone who has helped you learn about God.

10. Try to pray five times in one day other than at mealtime. As you pray, thank God for who He is and what He has done.

Before you finish your devotion time, think about which days this week you can try your three ideas. You may have some other ideas on your own. Try to think of creative ways to respond to God for what He has done.
Week 37, Devotion 3

Slowly read this passage. Think about what it means: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” - Romans 12:1

Paul says that our spiritual act of worship to God is to give up our bodies as a living sacrifice. Sacrifices always involved giving up something of value because of what God has done. Sometimes it was an animal, sometimes it was food, but it was always worth something. Sacrifice teaches us that God is worth more than anything.

When we talk about giving up our lives and bodies as an act of worship to God, we’re giving up everything in our future because of what God has done in our past. That’s not a loss. We’re telling God that we will follow Him wherever He calls us to go. Because He has saved us, our hearts belong to Him.
Spend some time praying today that God would show you ways that you can worship Him with your life. Ask Him: “God, what are you calling me to do? How can I show you to my friends? What are you going to use me for?”

As God places things on your heart, remember that everything we do for God is in response to what Jesus has done for us. We are not trying to earn God’s love; we’re living for Him because of how Jesus loved us
