The LIFE 
Week 39, Devotion 1

In small group we talked about Psalm 95. Start your devotion by going back and re-reading it.

God is not looking for half-hearted worship or a hard-hearted response to who He is (Psalm 95:7b-11). His desire is that we would come to Him with wholehearted devotion every time that we have the opportunity to worship Him (Psalm 95:1-7a). When we do this, we experience joy that is greater that anything that this world has to offer.

Everyday is a new opportunity to worship God. Will you take advantage of the opportunity that God is giving you to worship Him today?

Grab a sheet of paper and list out the reasons why you should choose to worship God today. If you need some help look at the first few verses of Psalm 95 for some ideas.

Now, list out some of the distractions, circumstances, or sins that harden your heart and keep you from worshipping like the people described in Psalm 95:7b-11.

Sometimes we find it easy to come up with more reasons not to worship God. However, when we pause and really consider all that God has done for us, there are FAR MORE reasons to worship God than not. Choose today to worship God with your whole-heart for who He is and what He has done in your life.
Week 39, Devotion 2

When was the last time you were really hungry? We’re not talking about kind of hungry or a day when you skipped breakfast. We’re talking about being so hungry that your whole body ached for something to eat. We are blessed not to experience that kind of hunger too often, but when we do we know how it affects everything about us. 

A hungry person may feel light-headed, like they may faint. A hungry person doesn’t just want to eat; they long to eat. For a hungry person, everything in them cries out for something that can alleviate their hunger.

Read Psalm 84:2.

The Psalmist describes the same kind of hunger for God that a hungry person has for food. We are made to hunger for God in the same way that an empty stomach longs for food. It should be at the forefront of our minds and hearts. We not only want God, but we need Him even more than our next meal.

Understand that just like a body without food cannot function properly, a relationship with God without worship cannot function properly. We must have the joy that comes with worshipping God. So choose today to worship God wherever you are. Just like you cannot eat once a week, you cannot wait to worship once a week. Take every opportunity you can to worship God daily! 
Week 39, Devotion 3

Does it ever seem like everyone else is experiencing God in worship, but you aren’t? This happens in the life of many Christians. You can see others passionately praising God and wonder why you are missing out on God’s presence in worship. Here are a few reasons why you may be missing out:
Sin Habits
Maybe there is a sin habit in your life that you have not confessed to God or repented of. Sin hurts our relationship with God. While sin cannot separate you from God once you have placed your faith in God, a pattern of continued sin can still keep you from fully experiencing all God has for you. 

An Unprepared Heart
If you walk into worship without preparing your heart, don’t be surprised when you don’t seem to experience God. Worship is not like a concert where you come to be entertained and if you like it, you jump in. It is not the worship leader’s job to make you worship. It all starts with preparing your heart to worship God before you ever start.

Distraction
Jesus said you can’t worship two things at the same time (Matthew 6:24). If your mind is dominated by something else in your life, you are going to have a hard time worshipping God. (This is part of the reason that trying to worship Jesus while having your arm around your boyfriend/girlfriend tends to not work so well.)

As you read the above reasons why worship may be difficult, are there any that apply to you?  Grab a sheet of paper and write out a prayer to God, asking Him to move in your life and help you overcome these things so that you are free to experience Him in worship.

