The LIFE 

Week 40, Devotion 1

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!’” - Luke 2:11-14
Have you ever had a song stuck in your head for days on end? I am talking like, on repeat in your mind. Maybe it was a song you heard on the radio, or maybe it was a song that you saw on a commercial while you were watching TV. It doesn’t take much for songs to get stuck in your head. And usually, the songs that get stuck in your head are exactly those songs you dislike the most. But every once in a long while a song gets stuck in your head that you really enjoy. 

Imagine for a minute that you are out on the field with the shepherds mentioned in the verses above. You are out watching your sheep. It’s quiet and peaceful, and then suddenly an angel appears. And then a multitude of angels appear and all begin to sing. That would be one memorable moment! The Gospel of Luke records this moment for us in Luke 2. And you can only guess, but I would bet that song was playing in these shepherd’s minds for a long time. 

So why did they sing? Well, in these verses is the most amazing miracle that has ever occurred. Jesus Christ was born! The Son of God and King of Kings was born as a small baby so that one day He would grow up and suffer for your sins on the cross. He did this in order to make a way for you to know God. With news this amazing and life-changing the angels did the only right thing: They sang songs of praise!

Many times in Scripture, God does such amazing, unbelievable things that all people can do in response is sing. The angels were so overwhelmed with God’s plan to save humans that all they could do was sing of His glory. Sometimes our view of God is rather small. Instead of leaping for joy or singing with thanks in our hearts, we simply acknowledge what God has done for us as if it’s normal. 

This week when you think about what Jesus has done for you, think about the angels. Jesus didn’t even die for them, and yet they sang of His glory. We too, should sing and dance and rejoice because Jesus has saved us! And hopefully too, our song of thanksgiving will get “stuck” in our heads and play on repeat!

Think about this:
· When you read the Bible and learn about what Jesus did for you, what is your response? Are you filled with joy or is it old news? 
· Ask that God would fill you with joy until you sing His praise just like the angels.
Week 40, Devotion 2

Today, take a moment and find some time by yourself to listen to your favorite worship songs. If you don’t have a favorite worship band, ask a friend from church or your parents for recommendations.

As you listen to the songs that sing about all that God has done for you, grab a piece of paper and write down how you feel. Maybe you are thankful because of what Jesus did for you on the cross. Maybe you are joyful because you are totally free from sin. Whatever you feel, write it down.
We know that God has not given everyone the gift of musical talent. But God is much less concerned when we worship Him about our musical ability and much more concerned about our hearts. Take a moment as you listen to your worship music and ask God to reveal to you what in your life you may be worshipping more than God. Maybe it’s sports or popularity or something else entirely. Ask that He would help you to surrender this to Him and worship Him alone. 

Finally, if you feel as though the good news of Jesus is old news, ask that God would create in you a heart that is amazed at the news of Jesus. Ask Him to remind you of what it felt like the first time you realized that you needed the forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ. Take time to thank Him for the sacrifice He has made for you on the cross. Worship the name of Jesus because of who He is and what He has done for you. 

Week 40, Devotion 3

“Since music is the finest of the fine arts and the most universal means for the expression of human attitudes, it should play an important role in public worship.” - Franklin M. Segler, Christian Worship: Its Theology and Practice. 

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the lamb, clothed in white robes with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” - Revelation 7:9-10
This week in Bible study we talked about the role of music in worship. In the quote mentioned above, Franklin Segler states that music should be used in worship because it’s a “universal expression of human attitudes.” What he means is that music is a common language; it’s something that everyone from every culture, language and nation can understand. It’s something that God has given to us for the purpose of praising Him. 

But music was meant for even more than our personal praise to God. As a universal language, music was intended also to unite the Church across the world to praise the name of Jesus all together! Even more amazing than this, the Apostle John shows us exactly how God will use music when the world comes to an end and Jesus returns for His followers. Look at the verses from Revelation at the top of this devotion. 

At the end of the world, every follower of Jesus from all across the globe will stand before the presence of the Lord and the Lamb (Jesus). What will we do? We will sing! We will praise Jesus for saving us and worship Him because of his great glory and power. This is what we have to look forward to. With this in mind, think about a few questions that will help our hearts to prepare for such an awesome day.
· What can you do now to prepare your heart to worship God? 

· In what ways can you improve your attitude and heart as you prepare for worship on a weekly basis? 

· What is one way that you can use music and singing to worship God on a daily basis in your life? 

