The LIFE 

Week 42, Devotion 1

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” - Romans 12:2

Tests. Do they make you feel comfortable? I don’t know about you, but it was never my first choice to take a test over any other activity in school. The worst part of tests always seemed to be true false. There was a fifty-fifty chance that I was going to pick the wrong answer. 
I love the idea that Paul is presenting in Romans 12:2 about how the renewal of our mind allows us to discern what is the will of God. The hard part about this passage is that it presents the believer with another test. This means that we are going to have to make choices as believers between what is good and evil, and sometimes it seems like it’s a fifty-fifty chance. Paul offers hope by telling his readers that we gain the God-ordained ability to discern by the renewing of our minds. You see, when we live a life pursuing and chasing after God, God leads us in the ability to see what His will is for us.
When we study for a test, it becomes a lot easier to do well. Paul is telling us that by spending time in God’s Word and pursuing a Christ-like, life we will only be clearer in our understanding of what God wants for us. 
Think about this . . . 
· What decisions have come your way that you have had to discern whether it was right or wrong?
· Was it easy to determine whether it was good to do these things in God’s eyes or not? If not, how much time have you been spending with God lately?
· What are the things in your life that are making it difficult for you to discern what God wants for you?
Week 42, Devotion 2

Do you remember when you were a little kid and you wanted something badly? When we really want something, it’s incredible what we will do to get in order to get it.
We often forget this principle when it comes to God. We can so quickly forget what God does for us on a daily basis. Often, it’s not until we need something that we turn to God. The problem is that this isn’t how it’s supposed to be. God doesn’t want us to serve Him or line up our lives with His way out of a desire for something in return, but rather His desire is for us to do these things because we love Him.

One of the greatest things we can do to honor God is to serve Him and expect nothing in return. He did this for us by sending His son Jesus to the cross to die for us. God gave everything just to try to be with us. What are we doing to be with Him? Are we worshipping Him by pursuing Him in our actions, or are we just waiting to obey Him when we want something in return?

Week 42, Devotion 3

There is a joy that comes from being righteous and pursuing the desires of God. Too often as believers we only start to obey God when we know that we have messed up. But even people who don’t have a relationship with Jesus understand that there is joy that comes from trying to live a good life. 
The difference between non-believers and believers is that we understand where our hope lies as we pursue the righteous life that God calls us to. We also must understand that is only through the strength God provides that we can worship Him through our pursuit of a righteous life. 

Take some time and pray that God would guide you towards Him in pursuit of a righteous life outside of just escaping trouble or sin. Pray that God would show the joy that comes from a simple pursuit of a Christlike life.

