The LIFE 

Week 44, Devotion 1

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” - 1 Timothy 4:12
You may have heard this verse before, but have you allowed the weight of it to sink in? The apostle, Paul, is letting us know that age is not a factor in how God wants to you. If the Holy Spirit dwells within you, you have everything you need and more to accomplish the mission God has set before you. You may ask, “What is that mission?” It is to make much of Jesus by how we live! 
Has your speech been seasoned with grace and truth lately? Have you treated others with love and compassion? Have you striven for purity and trusted that the Lord will be faithful through all circumstances? No one is perfect in these areas. We mess up every day, but our lives should be characterized by a strong witness in all of these. 

John 13:35 says, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Don’t discount yourself in the plan of God because you may feel too young to make an impact. Don’t let older Christians disregard what you have to offer. Choose to love people well and follow the dreams that Lord has put in your heart. 

Think about this . . . 
· What is it that the Lord is calling you towards that you have hesitated with?
· What are some different ways in which you can set an example in your speech and action? 
Week 44, Devotion 2

Take some time today to reflect on how you heard the Gospel for the first and how you arrived to saving faith. Did you grow up in a Christian family? Were you apart of a non-Christian home, but have friends invite you to go to church? There are numerous different turns you have taken on your journey. Reflect on those and give thanks to the Lord for putting those people in your life.  

Next, dwell on who has really discipled you in your faith. There may be one person that stands above the rest, or it could be a compilation of people that have invested in you over the years. How did they pour into you? After you have had some time to reflect, give thanks for those people and pray that the Lord would use you in a similar manner in others’ lives. 

Week 44, Devotion 3

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Whew. This quote will rock your socks. Jesus intentionally sought out 12 disciples in whom He would share some incredible experiences with. They would sit under his teaching and watch Him heal lepers, open blind eyes and deaf ears, raise the dead to life, and so much more. They watched Him as He lavished compassion on adulterous women and vile tax collectors. They were with Him when demons would scream out in fear because they were in the presence of the Son of God. They all were taught by Jesus what it meant to be a follower and a citizen of the Kingdom. The disciples had their fair share of failures, but after the ascension and Pentecost, they were all-in, dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel. So what can we learn from the disciples?

The natural result of following Jesus is leading others to Jesus. Discipleship starts at the feet of Jesus, learning from His Word and from others who have walked with Him. Then, we take the knowledge we have acquired and lead others to know more about Him. If you haven’t started, that’s OK, but now is the time to jump in! You have so much to offer to another, wherever you’re at in your Christian journey. Don’t buy the lie that you’re not good enough to make disciples. Pray for the Lord to open your eyes to someone you can disciple.
