The LIFE 

Week 46, Devotion 1

For most of us, change is an uncomfortable thing. If you think about it, presenting the Gospel to someone can open a person’s eyes to the fact that their very nature needs to change. That can be a scary thing to face! When we share the simple truth of the Gospel, we have to remember that there is a supernatural war going on over a person’s eternal allegiance. We only see an outward reaction, but there is an invisible battle going on that we must always take into account. 
Read Ephesians 6:10-13 and respond to these questions. 

· Based on this passage, how would you describe what’s really going on when you encounter conflict with someone over the Gospel message? Consider writing out your thoughts in a journal or a note-taking app.
· If a conversation with someone who doesn’t know the Lord gets testy or challenging, ask yourself: “Is the conflict really between you and the person you are sharing with”?

· How does understanding who the real enemy is encourage you to draw your strength from the Lord?

As you pray today, ask God to equip you with His armor and His strength to face His enemy. You can’t do this alone, but you can be God’s instrument and shed His light in this dark world. 

Week 46, Devotion 2

In John chapter 15, Jesus spoke to the disciples about what it would mean to follow Him. He told them how difficult it would be. But, like us, they didn’t understand it until they experienced it. Knowing that persecution and difficulty will be part of the life of a disciple, and being strong in the midst of it, are two very different things. 

Look at these words of Jesus’ from John 15:18-19: “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”
How do these words from Jesus bring you comfort when you are mistreated because of your faith?

Try putting this verse in the first person. Read this paraphrase below and see if it becomes more clear: If the world hates me, I know that it hated Him before it hated me. If I were of the world, the world would love me as its own; but because I am not of the world, but He chose me out of the world. Therefore the world hates me. 
The being hated part feels pretty harsh, but don’t miss the part about how God Himself chose you out of the world to be on His winning team! Rest in that as you boldly proclaim the love of your Savior!

Week 46, Devotion 3

Have you ever experienced conflict or persecution over the Gospel? If you aren’t actively sharing the truth with unbelievers, you may have gotten off easy so far. But one thing is sure, if you are living boldly for Jesus, you will encounter opposition. 
Jesus’ life and instructions to His followers always included sharing the truth in love. It is compassion that drives us and should be obvious to those around us. Before you seek to charge ahead with the Gospel message, consider how much compassion is evident in your life. 
Here is a challenge for this week. Think of one person that you know who is not a believer or may even be hostile toward the Gospel message. Before you work out a plan to share the message with them, how can you show compassion or kindness to them? Purpose to do at least one act of kindness for an unbeliever this week that can serve to simply show them that you care. Be sincere and ask nothing in return. 

Who will you show kindness to his week?

What will you do to demonstrate genuine compassion for this person?

