The LIFE 

Week 48, Devotion 1

“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4
Have you ever heard of a “yes man” or a “hype man?” Politicians usually keep a “yes man” around so there’s always someone who thinks their ideas are good. A rapper’s “hype man” is there to insure that someone is always enjoying their music.

Paul says in this passage that people want teachers and leaders in their lives that make them feel good. People aren’t always looking for teachers to lead them in the right direction, they just want to feel better about where they are.

What kind of person are you? Are you looking for people to make you feel good, or are you looking for others to lead you toward Jesus? Paul says that those people that are looking to “suit their own passions,” will end up turning away from the truth and end up wandering off “into myths.”

In 2 Timothy 4:5, Paul gives Timothy the alternative: “As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” Instead of focused on yes-men and hype-men who will tell Timothy he is awesome, Paul wants Timothy to focus on spreading the truth of Jesus!
Think about this . . . 
· What kind of people do you listen to more? Are they people who make you feel good about who you are and where you are right now, or are they people who push you closer to Jesus?

· Timothy was called to preach the Gospel in a context where people weren’t going to be particularly interested in what he had to say. You may feel the same way. Ask God for courage and energy to continue living for Him today! 

Week 48, Devotion 2

Think for a second about someone in your life that you feel like is so far from God that no one would ever think they would become a Christian.

· What is their name? 

· Why do you feel like they would never love Jesus?


· What are some crazy ways that God could use you to point them to Jesus?

Before you finish your devotion time, pray for this person. Ask God to show them who He is and bring them into a relationship with Jesus. If you’re brave, ask God to use you to be a part of telling them about Jesus – you might be surprised by what He does.

Week 48, Devotion 3

We’ve been talking a lot about our calling to make disciples of Jesus. This is what Jesus had to say about that before He ascended back to heaven:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:19-20

Take a second and read the end of verse 20 again, slowly.

“I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Can you imagine what it was like for the disciples to hear that from Jesus? Why do you think Jesus ended with this encouragement of His presence? Jesus knew that the work of discipleship would be hard, but through all the challenges, He is with us.

Spend some time praying today, thanking Jesus for His presence in your life. Ask yourself: “Am I challenging myself to do things for Jesus that I couldn’t do without Him”? Ask God to give you the courage to make disciples, even when it’s hard.
