The LIFE 
Week 49, Devotion 1

“For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” - Matthew 7:14
Have you ever been walking with a friend, engaged in conversation, then you get to a single doorway and both of you need to enter the room? What happens? Think about when the bell rings at school and everyone tries entering the classroom at the same time. It’s impossible. Each person has to enter the room one by one because the doorway is too narrow for two people to walk in side by side.  

Read Matthew 7:14.  

Jesus said that the gate that leads to life is narrow. This gate is narrow for two reasons. The first is that Jesus is the only way to eternal life. You cannot enter heaven without repenting of your sins and placing your faith in Christ’s death and resurrection on your behalf. There are not many ways to God as some people claim. All religions do not end up at the same place. There is only one way to God, and that is through Jesus Christ. He is the gate that leads to life.  

Jesus also describes the gate that leads to life as narrow because each person must go through that gate individually. Just as you must enter a room through a single doorway one by one, so we must come to Jesus one by one. You cannot rely on the faith of your parents, your grandparents or even your best friend to get you through. You must make the choice to walk the narrow path through the narrow gate. Jesus said that the way is difficult, but it is the only way that leads to eternal life.

Think about this . . . 
· Have you come to Christ individually, repenting of your sins and placing your faith in His death and resurrection to save you from sin and death? Are you walking the hard way through the narrow gate?

· If there is only one way that leads to life, through the narrow gate, what does that mean for all other religions people follow? How important is it to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others?

· Who are some individuals in your life that need to be shown the narrow way? In other words, with whom do you need to share the Gospel?

Week 49, Devotion 2

Find some time today to go on a walk by yourself. It doesn’t have to be long; you just have to do it alone. As you walk, think about what Jesus said about the two different types of gates and the way through them. The narrow gate with the hard way is the one that leads to life, and the wide gate with the easy way is the one that leads to destruction. Which path are you on right now?

If you find yourself on the easy way through the wide gate, consider how this will lead to your destruction. This would be a great time to repent of your sins and turn to Jesus in faith. If you find yourself on the hard way through the narrow gate, spend time in prayer asking the Lord to guide your steps as you walk the path of discipleship. Ask Him for strength and faith to continue walking the narrow way, especially as it gets difficult. Ask Him for boldness to share the Gospel and lead others through the narrow gate.

Week 49, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“Life in this world would be brief for me, but hell is eternal.”  -Esther Ahn Kim

Esther Ahn Kim was a woman who faced incredible difficulty, persecution, and imprisonment for her faith in Jesus. By God’s grace she remained faithful to Christ and continuously shared the Gospel even in the most awful prison conditions imaginable. She could have chosen the wide gate and the easy way, but she knew her temporary sufferings on earth for Jesus were nothing in comparison to an eternity separated from God.  

Think about this . . . 
· Think about your time in this world in comparison with eternity. How might this change the way you think about your current circumstances?

· When you consider your life in light of eternity, does it change your perspective about the difficulty of following Christ? If so, how?

