The LIFE 
Week 50, Devotion 1

Read 2 Timothy 3:10-15. These are some of the verses that we covered this past week in small group. There are two more verses in this passage that helps us understand how to face persecution.
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. – 2 Timothy 3:16-17
One of the greatest keys to facing persecution in our lives is to know and spend time in God’s Word. Paul promises that God’s Word is useful for every good work, including withstanding persecution.

Grab a journal or a note-taking app and take a few moments to write out any verses that could be an encouragement to you as you face different forms of persecution in life.
Commit to memorize these verses and pray them over your life when persecution comes. These words can be powerful reminders in the midst of the hard times that come with following Christ.

Week 50, Devotion 2

Read Acts 7:54-60.

Stephen knew about persecution. He was one of the first people to die for his faith in Jesus Christ. After preaching the Gospel to an assembly of religious leaders, Acts 7:54-60 records how they responded. As Stephen experienced the intensity of their hatred and abuse, he uttered a prayer for those that were persecuting Him.

Grab a journal or note-taking app and write down Stephen’s prayerful request to God in verse 70. How amazing is it that Stephen was more concerned with the spiritual condition of his persecutors than his own physical well-being? His prayer shows something important about how our hearts should be toward our persecutors. Instead of hating those who hate us, we are called to love and pray for them. We should desire to see God work in their lives and change their hearts.

This is exactly what happened to one of Stephen’s persecutors. Look at Acts 7:58. Saul was one of the people in the crowd who approved of Stephen’s persecution and execution. However, the witness and prayer of Stephen must have made an impact on Saul the persecutor. Eventually, God would transform Saul’s heart, whom we know as the Apostle Paul, radically saving him. This hardened persecutor would become one of the greatest missionaries and church leaders of all time.

Take a few moments and write out a prayer for someone who is a persecutor of Christians. Ask God to transform their hearts and draw them into a relationship with Jesus through the witness of those they persecute.

Week 50, Devotion 3

Read John 19:16-30.

When we are persecuted for following Jesus, 1 Peter 4:13 tell us that we “share Christ's sufferings.” As we read about the crucifixion of Jesus, we see a powerful reminder that our Savior deeply understands what it is like to be brutally abused in persecution. Jesus understands what it is to be mocked, abused, and rejected by others. He does not ask His followers to do anything He has not already experienced for Himself.

Take a few moments to pour out your heart to God about some of the fears you have in standing for Him. Tell Him about the fear of persecution you have in life. Ask Him to make you bold as a follower of Jesus no matter the cost.
