The Rescue 
Week 52, Devotion 1

“And I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!’ The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire.” – Revelation 16:7-8
Have you ever had a birthday party before? Do you remember all the attention that was given to you that day? Birthdays have only gotten more elaborate as time goes on, and some people start their birthday celebrations a week ahead of time. Birthdays are occasions where all of the attention is placed on one person celebrating a year of living. 

Read Revelation 16:7-8.

When we look at this passage of Scripture we see another celebration occurring: a wedding. This wedding is only possible through the work of Jesus on the cross, and yet it is the bride receiving the rich description. Jesus wanted us to be with Him in eternity so much that He came to earth and sacrificed His own life for ours. This passage talks about a ceremony where, much like a birthday party, there is a celebration. Instead of it being a celebration of the culmination of another year of life, it’s a celebration of the culmination of Jesus’ work. 

There are two things that we want to focus on today through this passage. The first is that we are to glorify Jesus. Though the bride receives a beautiful description in this passage, we are first called to give Jesus the glory. The second is that the bride, us as believers, was granted to clothe ourselves in fine linen. In other words, we are being presented in our best possible state.

There are two questions that we should reflect on today as we close out our devotion:

1. What am I doing today to give glory back to God for His sacrifice for me on the cross?

2. Are my choices that I’m making today allowing me to present my best self before Jesus?

Week 52, Devotion 2

Have you ever seen a butterfly bloom from the cocoon that the caterpillar has made? Butterflies are beautiful creatures that flutter peacefully around, but we often forget about the struggle that they went through to get to that state. 
Once a caterpillar has grown to its maximum size it engages in a process to make the cocoon that we all are familiar with. It is not resting inside, but rather it is changing from a caterpillar into the butterfly. Once it has fully changed, it must then fight its way out of the cocoon. This often takes extreme amounts of strength to emerge from the cocoon. But the cool thing is that this trial of strength is what enables the butterfly to have enough strength to eventually fly.
Often, we can look at the trials we have in life as an inhibitor that is limiting us from something if we are too small minded in our thinking. We know through scripture however that Jesus is greater than our trials, which only means one thing: Jesus must be using our trials to make us even stronger.
If the caterpillar gave up on trying to get out of the cocoon because the trial was too great, it would never experience the joy of flight. If we give up on our trials because they seem too great, then we may never get to experience the joy that comes from what Jesus has intended for us.
Week 52, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work.” - Thomas Edison
When asked about the making the light bulb and having 10,000 failed efforts before he found the working method, this quote was Edison’s response. He did not view trials or failures as a waste, but rather they were learning opportunities.
This is not an easy mindset to have, but once we bring Jesus into the picture, our trials become a bit easier! We know from our lesson this week that Jesus is greater than any trial we’ll ever face. But why do we still feel defeated by some of these trials? What do you believe is standing between you viewing your trials as failures and viewing them as growth opportunities? 
Thomas Edison failed 10,000 times before he found the proper way to build a light bulb, but in the end, he was successful. After a year of walking through what the life of a disciple looks like, what is God calling you to that could take you 10,000 tries?

