The LIFE 
Week 7, Devotion 1

We don’t have to over complicate this whole idea of “discipleship” or being a “disciple” of Jesus.  It can be as simple as imitating God. This past week in small group, we talked about imitating God.  

Go back and read Ephesians 5:1-2.

This passage encourages us to think of characteristics you could exhibit in your life that imitate God.  Write a few of those characteristics in a journal or using a note-taking app on your phone
You may realize that keeping these things on the forefront of your mind is DIFFICULT. One way that God helps us to think and act on imitating Him is through His Word.

For example, take one of the characteristics mentioned in Ephesians 5:2: LOVE. The Bible is full of passages on love, like this one: Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).
Take a few of the characteristics that you wrote down and see if you can find a verse that helps you understand how to live out this characteristic in real life. Write any verses you find wherever you wrote down your characteristics.

God wants to equip you through His Word with daily encouragement to live out characteristics that imitate Him. Spend time thinking about these verses, memorize them, and pray them over your life. Through the wisdom of God’s Word and the power of God’s Spirit you will begin to live out these characteristics in your life.
Week 7, Devotion 2

Federal agents are masters at being able to find counterfeit cash. The way they are able to tell what is fake is by studying real money. Then once they have a clear picture of authentic money, they can spot a phony with ease. 

Here’s a question: What if someone studied Jesus and understood what He looks like and then looked at your life? Would they see something close to the real thing or a complete phony?

Maybe that’s not fair. After all, NOBODY is as perfect as Jesus. However, as we continue in our walk with God we should look more and more like Him as we imitate Him. If we are not imitating God more and more, then we have to ask ourselves if we are really putting any effort into pursuing God and His purposes for our lives.

Read Romans 12:1-2, 9-21.

In this passage Paul is encouraging us to not be pressed into the mold of the world, but to be continually transformed to look more like God. When we do this, we start authentically imitating godly characteristics. Our love is genuine (v.9). Our hope is something so real that we rejoice in it (v.12). Our heart authentically hurts with others as they weep (v.15). We are not overcome by evil, because we battle it with good (v.21).

As we passionately pursue Jesus, we imitate Him more everyday. You may never be the perfect picture of Jesus, but at least you will not be labeled a complete phony. 
Week 7, Devotion 3

What makes you a person worth imitating or following? Is it because you are the smartest? Is it because you are the best athlete? How about because you come from the right family or community? Maybe its because you have a position of authority or power?  What makes you a leader? What makes you a person others should imitate?

Paul had every reason to tell others to imitate Him. He was a raised in one of the most culturally relevant cities in the world, Jerusalem. He received the best education. He was one of the hardest working religious people of his community. He kept the religious law in the strictest manner possible, making him a man of high character (see Acts 22:3-4). Of all religious leaders in history, he had a resume that would impress anyone. Yet, when Paul gives a reason for others to follow him, he says:
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. – 1 Corinthians 11:1
The only reason he gave for others to imitate him was that he made every effort to imitate Christ. Likewise, the only reason that anyone should imitate us is because we are imitating Christ.

Ask yourself these questions:

· If someone were imitating me, would they look more like Jesus? 

· If not, what changes do I need to make to imitate Jesus more?
