The LIFE 
Week 8, Devotion 1

“Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God.” - 3 John 1:11

Everyone has heard the phrase “monkey see; monkey do.” In fact, the phrase is most common when referring to children who copy the attitudes, words and actions of their parents. But most times when people use this phrase, it’s not because a child copied something good. In fact, it’s usually because a child has copied a bad behavior from their parents. “Monkey see; monkey do” may be a ridiculous way to say it, but the truth is still there: we are all wired to imitate others. 

In the small book of 3 John, encouragement for John’s brother Gaius leads to a simple and yet profound truth. What is it? “Monkey see; monkey do!” Read 3 John 1:11 again. 

John says that those who know God and have seen God do good, and those who have not seen God, do evil. Why is this the case? Because those who know God and follow Jesus are imitating Jesus. Those who are not following Jesus are imitating the world in evil. But even more than their imitation of the world, people who do not know Jesus are lost in their sin!

John pleads with Gaius to continue in following Jesus, not imitating evil but good. The same truth applies to us. Although we are forgiven and walk with God, the Bible says that we are still sinful. This means that we will always struggle between who we imitate: the world or Jesus. Just as John writes to Gaius to imitate the good that he sees in God, we too must imitate Jesus so that people see us and say, “Monkey see; monkey do!”

Something to think about . . . 

· What kinds of distractions does Satan use to cause us to fall into the temptation of imitating the world? How can we avoid falling into these temptations? 

· What practices can we use to keep our eyes focused on God so that we imitate Him as we go about life? How can you stay focused on imitating Jesus this week? 

Week 8, Devotion 2

Today, take a moment and think of specific people in your life for whom you are thankful for because they have invested in your spiritual growth. 

These people could be ministers, parents, Sunday school leaders and even older friends. Whoever they are, take some time to really consider the ways that they have helped you to love Jesus more. 

As you remember these different areas of growth and the people who spurred you on, take a moment and think about all the people that invested in the lives of the people you imitated so that they would be prepared spiritually to teach you and help you understand God’s love for you in Jesus. It is amazing the way that God uses influence and imitation to further His Kingdom from generation to generation! 

Take a moment and thank God for calling you to faith in Him. Thank Him for those people you thought of and ask Him to bless those people. Finally, pray and ask that God would use you to influence the next generation to love Him and follow Him even more deeply than your own generation. 

If you have time today, write a note to one of those leaders and thank them for his or her influence in your life. 

Week 8, Devotion 3

Take a second and think about this quote.

“No one accidentally creates disciples. Discipleship is an intentional pursuit.” - Mike Breen and Steve Cockram, Building A Discipling Culture
This week we talked about the importance of intentionality as we choose those mature Christians who we want to imitate in our lives. The same is true about the mission that God gives to us. 

Too many times, teenagers think that they don’t need to participate in making disciples until they graduate high school or college. They think that their only job is to be discipled. But in fact, Jesus calls us all to make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20), and it isn’t something that happens by accident. He wants to use teenagers like you as witnesses of the amazing power of His Gospel! 

As you go through your day today, think about these questions: 

· Are you a disciple of Jesus? If so, what are you doing to intentionally grow in your relationship with Him? 

· Are you discipling others? If yes, how are you being intentional in helping them to grow in Jesus? If no, how can you get involved in discipling others in your local church? 
