The LIFE 
Week 9, Devotion 1

“And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.” - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8
Reread the passage from 1 Thessalonians that we studied in this week’s bible study. 
Paul says that the Thessalonian church “received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit.” So not only did they come to Christianity in spite of the hardships that stood in their way, they did so with joy from the Holy Spirit! 
It’s hard to write a sentence where “affliction” and “joy” don’t contradict each other. Yet in this passage, Paul uses both words with full intention of their meaning. Even though things weren’t easy for the Thessalonians, they had joy. 
Have you ever seen pictures from mission trips to third-world countries where children are smiling huge, bright smiles even though they’re wearing ragged clothes and missing shoes? It’s like they’re the happiest kids in the world. Maybe you’ve experienced it for yourself. In certain moments, their joy outshines their hardships. 
In Jesus, the nonsensical makes sense. Where it’s not rational to find joy in something terrible like persecution, the Christian encounters the truth of Jesus. The word of the Lord transforms us from the inside out. When inside we are overcome by the joy of the Holy Spirit, our outside begins to imitate the life of Christ. 
Something to think about . . . 
· Are there afflictions in your life stealing your joy?
· In the midst of them, how can you imitate Christ, overcome the world, and share His love?
Week 9, Devotion 2

During this week’s bible study, we tried folding a piece of origami as we discussed how difficult it can be to imitate the life of Jesus. For today’s devotional, grab a square piece of paper, about 4in. x 4in. or so, and find a cool tutorial video online. There are a bunch of easy ones on YouTube! 

As you try to imitate the origami video with your own paper, meditate on how we are called to live like Jesus. Think about how the actions of our lives can draw people to Jesus. Look back over the last few days and ask yourself if your life has imitated Christ’s. Have people been able to see Jesus through you? 

When you’re done with your origami, no matter how rough it may look, put it somewhere you’ll encounter it everyday, like at your bedside or on a dresser. When you see that folded paper, be reminded that you are called to imitate Christ. Living like Jesus is a daily decision. What decisions are you going to make today?
Week 9, Devotion 3

As you come to the end of this week, take some time to look back over your actions from the past week. Think about where you succeeded in imitating Christ, and think about where you could have done better. As you think about these things, ask yourself these questions:

· Why is it so hard to imitate Christ? 

· How can I do better next week?

· Has the cause of Christ been affected by my actions toward others this week?
If you didn’t do well imitating Christ this week, don’t give up! We are all sinful humans and we all fall short of the glory of God. You’re going to mess up, but there is grace in Jesus. Do better tomorrow! Imitating Christ is a constant decision. 

Some things to pray for:

· Ask God to help you imitate Christ better. 
· Thank Him for the example of His Son. 

· Pray that through your actions people might know Him better. 
