July 6, 2025
Traditional Worship
10:00 AM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
19419 Royalton Road
Strongsville, Ohio



Mission Statement
Living God’s love through our devotion to
service, worship, and one another.

Good Morning!
If you are a visitor today,

efconte!

Sunday Schedule for Next Week, 07/13/2025
Single Summer Worship — 10 AM

To contact the Church, call the office at 440-238-7890
or email firstchurchalive@hotmail.com
Office Manager Hours are Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9:00 to 12:00 PM
Pastor Kathy - 440-666-8758 or revklk@gmail.com

CONTACT INFORMATION
Don’t forget that if you ever have any questions or concerns,
you may contact your Council representatives:

President: June Zakrajsek: 440-336-1678, jfzakrajsek@gmail.com
Vice President: Ken Holda: 440-665-2836, kenjholda@gmail.com

Secretary: Lindee Flater 330-416-4406, lindeelout@gmail.com
At Large: Janet Kaiser: 216-215-4572, janetmackaiser@gmail.com

At Large: Margaret Bewie: 440-263-5748, bewie@att.net

Treasurer: Gary Walters: 216-645-8472, gwaltersoh@yahoo.com

Mutual Ministry: Dawn Zima: 440-821-6545, dzima@cox.net
Controller: Brenda Jacob, 440-655-1535, bkjacobl@hotmail.com



mailto:janetmackaiser@gmail.com
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Setting 4

WELCOME to you all this morning. May God bless us as we gather and raise
our hearts and voices in thanks and praise to our God. We celebrate the
Eucharist this morning. All baptized believers in Jesus Christ are welcome to
come to the Lord’s table. Those who have not yet been instructed are
welcome to come for a blessing.
The center ring of cups in the trays contains non-alcoholic wine for those who
desire it and the pedestal in the center contains gluten-free wafers
Communion at 10 AM is continuous at two stations.

* Please turn off all electronic devices during our time of worship.

PRELUDE David Gooding
“Voluntary” John Stanley

PRAYER of PREPARATION
Gracious God, keep that which is in our heart true to you. Amen

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father,

and of the =+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P Merciful God,
C you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God'’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C Amen

GATHERING SONG ELW #803 “When | Survey The Wondrous Cross”

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain

has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia
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PRAYER of the DAY

P

C

Sit

Let us pray.

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the
mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey,
that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 66:10-14

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious
restoration of Judah were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people,
the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother
Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are sustained
and supported.

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;

rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—

that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast;

that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.

For thus says the Lord:
| will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
As a mother comforts her child,
so | will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.



You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall flourish like the grass;

and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.

After the reading: R The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: GALATIANS 6:[1-6] 7-16

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people
made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical
advice about how believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family

of faith.”

[My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you
yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather
than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their
own loads.

Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their
teacher.]

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you
sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to
the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in
doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then,
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially
for those of the family of faith.

See what large letters | make when | am writing in my own hand! It is those
who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be
circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even
the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be
circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May | never boast of



anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and | to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this
rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

After the reading: R The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 10" Chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

GOSPEL: LUKE 10:1-11, 16-20

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, | am sending
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;
and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this
house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and
they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your
town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the
kingdom of God has come near.””

“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me,
and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons



submit to us!” He said to them, “l watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of
lightning. See, | have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
CHILDREN’S SHARING TIME

SERMON “Practical Advice”
Stand
HYMN of the DAY ELW #663 “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word”

APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION
P Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.

After each portion of the prayers:
P God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen

Sit
PRESENTATION of the GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

MusIC Chancel Choir
“Down to the River to Pray” arr. Mary McDonald

Stand



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

0 | ==
Yy D | | | — | ot |
4 T N = P r ) | | I rem— | |
N> D g —® 11 e N p I i I T | i
A\av b i i 7 9 - Ty P _— o
v I | ’ o e
Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
Q " T i i T
(o e = R i — | i f T == K
ANV | Ao | | v [ J o & bt 1}
J T —— g o g
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
IJ? Llpl — —g | T v P '
b - & _P‘—F
lgn 7 p |F P P | a‘l | y d—‘E'
we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
n | [F————
7D r—— I =1 !
> 1 K — | I 7 — A i — —
A\av P Ty P — E— 11— ¢ i —] b
J < o5 T ———
all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
0 | p—t
7D . i i — rm—
4 M e E——— —— - - T ! |
8, L o - D Ca ‘ L —
J . s I

with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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PRAYER
P Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Sit

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may respond: Amen



Lamb of God
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Stand
P Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen



BLESSING

P The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
*F bless you and give you peace.

C Amen

SENDING SONG ELW #873 (VS. 1,3,5 & 6) “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”

DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE David Gooding
“Sortie” Cesar Franck

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons v.20240102.1159
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB176674



PRAYERS

Hospitalized/Home and Recuperating

Mary Jane Warzel, Rhonda Fox, Sheryl Clark, Reagan Kolman

Military Members

Austin Holley, Deacon Nemet, Matthew and Teresa Dittman, Haley Uline
Stephen Ministry Team

Maureen Harris, Sam Reichert, Becky Piper, Beth David, Pat Sauernheimer, Pam
Simpson, Marsha Ginley, Phil King, and Bob Strong

On-going Prayers

Linda Stanley, Nighman Family, Heidi Balicki, Tia (Simpson) Russell, The Fox
Family, Ron and Joanne Cvelbar, Cheryl Mooney, Elaine, Rob Shoens, Michael
Otto, Jessica Walsh, Sue Widdows, Wanda Woods, Stephania, Susan & George
Bodovetz, Carol Rosenblum, Bonnie Bailey, Darlene and Jim Cassidy, Carrie Deal,
Curt Kowalewski, Sarah Franko, Bill Bartkus, Jim Taylor, Sue Sutton, Erica
Kaminski, Jeanette Paus, Matt & Pat, Kevin, Zach Russell, Ryan Kuchta, Morgan
Popple, Trish Nolder, Peter Duffy, Salay Family, Richard, Scott Hurley, John
Walker, Don McKelvey, Karil Piskur, Clark Buckley, Laura Evangelista, Dennis
Bailey, Eleanor Preston, Isabella, Amelia, Melina

Homebound

Mary Jane Knaack, June Beck, Marj Wilder, Audie Kiplinger, Sheryl Clark, Ron
Warzel



ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE

We are growing and are in need of an additional Stephen Leader and more
Stephen Ministers. Please contact Maureen Harris for more information. She can
be reached at (440)376-1506. On August 24, there will be an informational
meeting following the service. Please continue to pray for our Stephen Ministers
and their care receivers. Thank you.

FIRST CHURCH WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB - JULY
We are reading the book Eternal by Lisa Scottoline. We will meet at 10:00 AM on
July 19. Place TBD. Happy reading!

BICYCLE RELOCATION PROGRAM

Do you have a bicycle (adult- or child-size) that could use a second life? Please
contact Pierre David and he will pick it up, repair it so that it is “like new” (if
necessary), and then take to the Redeemer Crisis Center on W. 30th Street in
Cleveland. Pierre can be contacted at pdavid@bw.edu or 216-213-8386

STRONGSVILLE EMERGENCY FOOD BANK - DONATIONS

The Strongsville Food Bank is in need of the following items: Cereal, (All types and
Sizes), Syrup - (all sizes), Pancake Mix - (all sizes), Mac and Cheese, Pasta - (all
types/sizes), Tuna Fish - (all sizes), Dinty Moore Beef Stew - 20 oz, Peanut Butter
— All Sizes, Jelly — All Sizes, Snacks (all kinds and sizes)

MILITARY PRAYER REQUESTS

If you know someone in the military serving our country, we want to
include them in prayer. Please scan the QR code or go to
bit.ly/FLCMilitaryPrayers to add them to the list




SERVICE OPPORTUNITY — CHURCH NURSERY - UPDATE
We still need a few volunteers in order to open the nursery!

If you are interested in serving in the nursery, please contact Barb Nalette 216-
970-4131 mistylakenalette@gmail.com or click the button below to sign up for
more information.

Due to the requirements of our insurance carrier and the new standard set by the
National ELCA Church, we must meet the following to care for

children: all volunteers over 18 must pass a fingerprint background screening
and at least two people will need to be in the nursery, teens are eligible to
volunteer along with one adult when the nursery is in operation. The
fingerprinting is quick and easy and is provided for by the church.

ONLINE GIVING OPTION

Due to requests for people to have the option to give their
offering electronically, we are providing a QR code to allow
anyone who would like to give electronically.

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH APP

First Lutheran Church has an app in both the Apple App Store
(search FLC Strongsville) and the Google Play Store! (search FLC
Strongsville) This communication option will help us stay
connected and give us new and exciting tools to use. We
continue to fine tune the options available on the app to best
suit our congregation. If you see something that needs to be
fixed, please reach out to the office and let us know.

: R ;

Be sure to allow notifications when you download the app to GOOGLE
get important updates! STORE
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The Altar Flowers are given to the
Glory of God by
Janet & Craig Kaiser in Celebration
of Adam & Randi’s Anniversary
Dawn Zima in Celebration of
Clark Buckley’s Birthday.

The Bulletins are given in
celebration of
Jonathan & Jennifer’s 20"
Anniversary!

Thank you to the following
volunteers:
Reader
Vanessa Smith Whitford
Ushers
Reiner Mueller, Rolf Gaab
Counters
Sam Reichert, Rolf Gaab,
Jackie Wojciehowski
Altar Guild
Barb Kreuger, Shelley Hoffman,
Jacquie McLemore
Communion Assistants
Jacquie & Kerry McLemore,
Janet Kaiser,
Communion Bread Baker
Barb Kreuger

Upcoming Worship Times
Dates —Times
July
07/13-10 AM
07/20-10 AM
07/27 -10 AM
August
08/03 -10 AM

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday, July 7th
VBS Clean Up - 11 AM
AA at 7:30 PM
Tuesday, July 8th
Ministry Team Meeting —6:30 PM
Toastmaster’s at 7:00 PM
Al Anon at 7:00 PM

Last Week’s Attendance
10 AM - 98
Online-12




