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Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- Marriage Matters

Speaker: Pastor Preston 
Date: February 8, 2026  
Scriptures: Mark 10:7-9, Ecclesiastes 4, 1 Corinthians 7, Malachi 2:13-16, Proverbs 5:15, 1 Peter 3, Isaiah 40:44, Proverbs 14:14

Main Theme

Marriage matters because it is God’s design to reflect His covenant love, shape our character, and display the Gospel to the world.

Key Points

1. Marriage Is God’s Idea, Not Man’s Invention

· Marriage originates with God, not culture or convenience.

· From the beginning, God designed marriage to be covenantal, not contractual.

· Because God designed it, He also defines its purpose and boundaries.

Key Truth: 
 When we redefine marriage, we weaken its power to reflect God’s love.

2. Marriage Reflects the Gospel

· Scripture presents marriage as a picture of Christ and the Church.

· Love in marriage is sacrificial, faithful, and committed—not based on feelings alone.

· Marriage is meant to show the world what God’s love looks like in real life.

Key Truth: 
 Healthy marriages preach the Gospel without saying a word.

3. Marriage Is About Formation, Not Just Fulfillment

· Marriage is one of God’s primary tools for shaping humility, patience, and selflessness.

· Conflict isn’t proof of failure—it’s often the place of growth.

· God uses marriage to mature us spiritually, not just make us happy.

Key Truth: 
 God is more interested in your holiness than your comfort.

4. Love Is a Daily Choice Rooted in Commitment

· Biblical love is active, intentional, and practiced daily.

· Commitment sustains love when emotions fluctuate.

· Grace, forgiveness, and perseverance are essential in lasting marriages.

Key Truth: 
 Love isn’t something you fall into—it’s something you choose and practice.

5. God’s Grace Sustains What We Cannot

· No marriage thrives on human strength alone.

· God’s grace empowers forgiveness, restoration, and endurance.

· When marriage feels weak, God’s presence becomes most evident.

Key Truth: 
 What God joins together, He also sustains through His grace.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think it’s important to remember that marriage was God’s idea and not culture’s creation?

2. How does viewing marriage as a covenant (not a contract) change the way we approach commitment?

3. In what ways can marriage reflect Christ’s love for the Church in everyday life?

4. Why do you think commitment matters even when feelings change?

5. What is one intentional step you can take to strengthen your relationships this week—married or not?
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