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Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- Purpose & Passion

Speaker: Jerry Ervin 
Date: January 11, 2026  
Scriptures: John 3:16, 1 John 3:7-8, Luke 4:16-19, Mark 1:35-39, Acts 16

Main Theme

Every person is intentionally created by God with divine purpose, and true fulfillment is found when we align our lives with the reason God designed us.

Key Points

1. YOU ARE NOT AN ACCIDENT

· God created you intentionally, thoughtfully, and personally.

· Your life is not the result of chance, mistake, or randomness.

· God’s purpose for you existed before you were born.

· Knowing this combats insecurity, comparison, and fear.

Key Scriptures:

· Psalm 139:13–16

· Jeremiah 1:5

· Ephesians 1:4

Core Truth: 
 Your value comes from God’s design, not human approval.

2. GOD CREATES WITH PURPOSE IN MIND

· Everything God creates is made with function and intention.

· Confusion often comes from living outside of God’s design.

· Purpose answers the question: “Why was I made?”

· Identity clarifies direction.

Key Scriptures:

· Proverbs 19:21

· Isaiah 46:10

Core Truth: 
 Purpose is discovered when we live according to God’s design.

3. PURPOSE IS REVEALED THROUGH RELATIONSHIP

· God reveals purpose as we walk with Him.

· Obedience brings clarity over time.

· Faithfulness in small things prepares us for greater responsibility.

· Purpose unfolds in seasons, not all at once.

Key Scriptures:

· Proverbs 3:5–6

· Luke 16:10

Core Truth: 
 Purpose grows clearer as intimacy with God deepens.

4. PURPOSE IS NOT JUST ABOUT YOU

· God’s purpose always includes serving others.

· Spiritual gifts are given for the benefit of the body.

· When purpose becomes self-focused, fulfillment disappears.

· Impact matters more than recognition.

Key Scriptures:

· Ephesians 2:10

· 1 Peter 4:10

Core Truth: 
 Your purpose is meant to bless others, not just fulfill yourself.

5. COMPARISON DISTORTS PURPOSE

· Comparing your calling to others leads to insecurity or pride.

· God intentionally designed diversity in gifts and roles.

· Embracing your unique assignment brings peace.

· Faithfulness matters more than visibility.

Key Scriptures:

· Romans 12:4–6

· Galatians 6:4

Core Truth: 
 You don’t have to live someone else’s calling to matter.

6. PURPOSE REQUIRES SURRENDER

· God’s plan often differs from our expectations.

· True purpose may require sacrifice, patience, and trust.

· Letting go of control allows God’s purpose to lead.

· Surrender unlocks spiritual growth.

Key Scriptures:

· Matthew 16:24–25

· Proverbs 16:9

Core Truth: 
 God’s purpose is revealed when we yield our plans to Him.

7. LIVING IN PURPOSE PRODUCES FRUIT

· Purpose brings meaning even in difficult seasons.

· God uses ordinary obedience for eternal impact.

· A purpose-driven life leaves a lasting legacy.

· Faithfulness today shapes fruit tomorrow.

Key Scriptures:

· Colossians 3:23–24

· Matthew 5:16

Core Truth: 
 Purpose is proven through consistent faithfulness, not momentary success.

Discussion Questions

1. How does knowing you were intentionally created by God affect how you view yourself?

2. What fears might be holding you back from fully embracing God’s purpose?

3. What areas of your life feel aligned with God’s purpose right now?

4. How can surrender lead to greater clarity rather than loss?

5. What is one step you sense God inviting you to take toward your purpose?

Application & Challenge

God does not waste lives, seasons, or experiences—everything He created you for still matters.
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