[image: 491f36400f7be1b25b564d0d4e75ba31.png]
Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- Your Design, Your People

Speaker: Pastor Preston 
Date: January 18, 2026  
Scriptures: Psalm 139, Mark 8:22, 1 John 3:2-3, Romans 8, Genesis 18, Amos 3:7, 2 Corinthians

Main Theme

God intentionally designs every believer with unique gifts and places them within a spiritual community where those gifts are meant to function, grow, and bless others.

Key Points

1. YOU WERE DESIGNED ON PURPOSE

· God is intentional in how He creates every person.

· Your personality, wiring, gifts, and passions are not accidental.

· Design reveals function—who you are helps point to what you’re called to do.

· God’s design brings dignity, not comparison.

Key Scriptures:

· Psalm 139:13–14

· Ephesians 2:10

Core Truth: 
 You don’t need to change who you are to be useful to God.

2. GOD DESIGNS PEOPLE FOR COMMUNITY

· God never intended believers to live or grow alone.

· Isolation weakens purpose; community strengthens it.

· Spiritual maturity happens in relationship, not independence.

· We discover more about ourselves through others.

Key Scriptures:

· Genesis 2:18

· Hebrews 10:24–25

Core Truth: 
 Your design makes the most sense in the context of God’s people.

3. YOUR GIFTS ARE MEANT TO SERVE OTHERS

· Spiritual gifts are given for the benefit of the body, not personal status.

· Everyone has a role; no gift is insignificant.

· When gifts are unused, the body is weakened.

· God’s design is cooperative, not competitive.

Key Scriptures:

· 1 Corinthians 12:4–7

· 1 Peter 4:10

Core Truth: 
 You are someone else’s answer, just as they are yours.

4. BELONGING PRECEDES CONTRIBUTION

· God invites us to belong before we perform.

· Healthy community creates safety for growth and service.

· People thrive where they are known, valued, and loved.

· God places people intentionally within spiritual families.

Key Scriptures:

· Romans 12:4–5

· Ephesians 4:15–16

Core Truth: 
 You don’t earn your place—you’re placed by God.

5. COMPARISON DAMAGES CONNECTION

· Comparison distorts how we view ourselves and others.

· Every role matters, even if it looks different.

· God celebrates diversity in His people.

· Freedom comes from embracing your assignment.

Key Scriptures:

· Galatians 6:4

· Romans 12:6

Core Truth: 
 You are not called to replace others—only to be faithful where God placed you.

6. PURPOSE GROWS THROUGH PARTICIPATION

· Growth happens when we engage, not observe.

· God shapes us as we serve alongside others.

· Faithfulness creates fruit over time.

· Community sharpens calling.

Key Scriptures:

· Proverbs 27:17

· Colossians 3:23

Core Truth: 
 You discover more of your purpose by walking it out with people.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean to you that God designed you intentionally?

2. Where do you see your gifts most clearly benefiting others?

3. Why do you think belonging is so important before serving?

4. How can our group become a healthier place for people to grow in purpose?

5. What is one practical way you can use your design to bless others this week?

Application & Challenge

God designed you uniquely and placed you intentionally—your life matters most when lived in connection with His people.
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