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Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- What Is Your Purpose? 
Speaker: Pastor Preston 
Date: January 5, 2026  
Scriptures: Matthew 7:22-23, Matthew 23:5, Micah 6:8, 2 Chronicles 16:9, Ezekiel 28:11-15, Ezekiel 28:16-17, Joshua 5:13-14 
Main Theme 
True purpose is not something we create for ourselves—it is something we discover by aligning our lives with God’s design, presence, and calling. 
Key Points 
1. PURPOSE BEGINS WITH GOD, NOT SELF 
· Purpose is not primarily about what we do, but who we belong to. 
· Culture teaches us to search inward for purpose; Scripture teaches us to look upward. 
· We are created intentionally by God, not accidentally by circumstance. 
· Identity always precedes assignment. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Genesis 1:26–27 
· Psalm 139:13–16 
· Jeremiah 1:5 
Core Truth: 
 You will never fully understand your purpose until you understand your Creator. 
2. CALLING IS DISCOVERED THROUGH RELATIONSHIP 
· God reveals purpose through proximity, not pressure. 
· Walking with God clarifies direction over time. 
· Purpose unfolds as we obey what God has already revealed. 
· Faithfulness in the small prepares us for the greater. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Proverbs 3:5–6 
· Matthew 6:33 
· Luke 16:10 
Core Truth: 
 Purpose is revealed through obedience, not impatience. 
3. PURPOSE IS FOR PEOPLE, NOT JUST PERSONAL FULFILLMENT 
· God’s purpose always includes serving others. 
· Spiritual gifts are given to build the body, not elevate the self. 
· When purpose becomes self-centered, it loses its power. 
· Fulfillment comes from impact, not attention. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Ephesians 2:10 
· 1 Peter 4:10 
· Mark 10:45 
Core Truth: 
 Your purpose is not about you alone—it is about who God wants to bless through you. 
4. OBEDIENCE MATTERS MORE THAN CLARITY 
· God often gives direction one step at a time. 
· Waiting for full clarity can delay obedience. 
· Faith requires trust before understanding. 
· God honors movement more than perfection. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Hebrews 11:8 
· Psalm 119:105 
· James 1:22 
Core Truth: 
 God directs a moving life, not a stagnant one. 
5. YOUR PURPOSE IS ROOTED IN ETERNITY 
· Earthly success does not equal eternal significance. 
· God’s purposes always point toward His Kingdom. 
· A life aligned with God leaves a lasting legacy. 
· Purpose is measured by faithfulness, not fame. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Matthew 6:19–21 
· Colossians 3:23–24 
· 2 Timothy 1:9 
Core Truth: 
 Your purpose is bigger than your lifetime—it echoes into eternity. 
Discussion Questions 
1. How would you currently define purpose, and where did that definition come from? 
2. What happens when identity is tied more to achievement than to belonging? 
3. What fears can keep people from stepping into God’s calling? 
4. Who has God placed in your life that your purpose might serve? 
5. How does knowing your purpose is eternal change how you view daily life? 
Application & Challenge 
Seek your purpose in God, not in personal achievement or self-discovery. 
Walk closely with Him, trusting that relationship reveals direction over time. 
Serve others faithfully, knowing purpose is fulfilled through impact, not attention. 
Obey step by step, believing God gives clarity as you move forward in faith. 
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