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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Your Purpose, Your Example

Speaker: Pastor Mike  
Date: January 11, 2026 
Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 4:11, 1 Timothy 4:11-16, Ephesians 4:29, James 1:22, John 13:35, 2 Corinthians 5:7, Psalm 119:9, 1 Peter 2:21, Matthew 5:16

Main Theme

God never calls us to a purpose He doesn’t expect us to model—purpose is not only discovered, it is demonstrated through our example.

1. Purpose Is Lived Before It Is Led

· Influence flows more from example than from title.

· People may hear our words, but they follow our actions.

· Jesus didn’t only teach truth—He embodied it.

· Authority is earned through integrity, not demanded through position.

Core truth: What we live speaks louder than what we say.

2. Everyone Is Being Watched

· Our lives are observed by spouses, children, coworkers, and friends.

· Whether we realize it or not, we are always influencing someone.

· Example matters most in ordinary, unseen moments.

Core truth: You may not be famous, but your life is still formative.

3. Five Areas Where Our Example Is Tested

Paul highlights five arenas where faith becomes visible:

· Speech – Words reveal what rules the heart.

· Conduct – Integrity in private validates faith in public.

· Love – True love shows up when it costs something.

· Faith – Trusting God under pressure speaks louder than comfort-season belief.

· Purity – What we protect internally determines what we reflect externally.

Core truth: Character shapes credibility.

4. Pressure Reveals the Truest Example

· Trials don’t cancel purpose—they clarify it.

· Fatigue, disappointment, and temptation expose what is really formed in us.

· Jesus modeled faithfulness even in suffering.

Core truth: Who we are under pressure is who we truly are becoming.

5. The Right Power Source Is Essential

· God never intended us to model Christ without Christ.

· The Holy Spirit empowers what discipline alone cannot sustain.

· Trying to live out purpose in our own strength leads to burnout or hypocrisy.

Core truth: God’s example requires God’s power.

6. Progress Matters More Than Perfection

· God is not asking for flawlessness—He is looking for faithfulness.

· Visible growth glorifies God and gives others hope.

· Our progress can awaken purpose in those watching us.

Core truth: God uses transformed lives to transform lives.

Discussion Questions

Where do you sense a gap between what you believe and how you live it out?

How does pressure tend to affect your behavior, words, or attitude?

How does knowing that people are watching your life change the way you view daily decisions?

What does it look like for you personally to rely more on the Holy Spirit instead of self-effort?

How might your example be shaping the faith of someone close to you without you realizing it?

Application & Challenge

Your life is preaching a message every day—make sure it points people toward Jesus.
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