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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Your Purpose, Your Example

Speaker: Pastor Julie 
Date: January 18, 2026 
Scriptures:Genesis 1:27-28, Psalm 8, Isaiah 50:4, Proverbs 18:21, Psalm 139, 1 Corinthians 2:16, Matthew 6:10, 2 Peter 1:3, Psalm 138:8, Romans 8:11, Proverbs 1, Proverbs 3:26, Ephesians 4:1, Nehemiah 1:2, Nehemiah 2:5, Nehemiah 6:3, Psalm 37:3, Judges 4:17, Judges 5:31, Ephesians 2:1

Main Theme

Being created in the image of God means our lives carry intrinsic value, divine capacity, and holy responsibility, and our purpose is discovered as we trust God and faithfully walk in what He has uniquely designed for us.

1. YOU WERE CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE

· Humanity is created in the Imago Dei—the image of God.

· This gives every person inherent worth, dignity, and value.

· God did not just create humanity; He designed individuals.

· Being made in God’s image includes both privilege and responsibility.

Key Scriptures:

· Genesis 1:27–28

· Psalm 8

· Psalm 139:13–14

Core Truth: 
 Your value comes from reflecting God, not from what you accomplish.

2. DESIGN REVEALS PURPOSE

· God creates with intention, not randomness.

· Purpose is often woven into us long before we recognize it.

· God reveals purpose progressively, layer by layer.

· Our past passions, gifts, and patterns often point to God’s design.

Key Scriptures:

· Ephesians 2:10

· Isaiah 50:4

Core Truth: 
 God has been preparing you for your purpose longer than you realize.

3. PURPOSE IS DISCOVERED THROUGH TRUST

· Walking in purpose requires faith and obedience.

· God often asks us to step out before everything feels clear.

· Trust grows as we say yes repeatedly.

· Purpose deepens through surrender, not certainty.

Key Scriptures:

· Proverbs 3:5–6

· Psalm 37:3

Core Truth: 
 Purpose unfolds when trust replaces control.

4. OPPOSITION IS PART OF PURPOSE

· Resistance often confirms that you are walking in God’s calling.

· Common enemies include fear, insecurity, comparison, and comfort.

· These distractions attempt to pull us off assignment.

· Purpose requires perseverance.

Key Scriptures:

· Nehemiah 6:3

· Proverbs 28:1

Core Truth: 
 Opposition is not a sign to quit—it’s a sign to stay focused.

5. STAY ON ASSIGNMENT

· Nehemiah refused to come down from his work despite opposition.

· Purpose demands focus and boundaries.

· Not every voice deserves your attention.

· Staying on assignment protects momentum.

Key Scriptures:

· Nehemiah 2:5

· Nehemiah 6:3

Core Truth: 
 You can’t fulfill your calling if you keep coming down to distractions.

6. PURPOSE CAN BE A SINGLE OBEDIENT MOMENT

· Jael’s obedience brought rest to an entire nation.

· Purpose is not always public or long-term.

· God can use one courageous act for lasting impact.

· Faithfulness in the moment matters.

Key Scriptures:

· Judges 4:17–22

· Judges 5:31

Core Truth: 
 One obedient “yes” can change more than you realize.

7. FEEDING ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS BUILDS TRUST

· Remembering God’s past faithfulness fuels future obedience.

· Testimonies strengthen courage and confidence.

· God’s Word and personal testimony anchor faith.

· Trust grows as we rehearse what God has done.

Key Scriptures:

· Psalm 37:3

· Romans 8:11

Core Truth: 
 Faith grows when we remember how faithful God has been.

Discussion Questions

What does it mean to you personally to be created in the image of God?

How does knowing your life has intrinsic value change the way you see yourself?

Where do you feel God inviting you to trust Him more deeply right now?

What kinds of opposition have you faced when stepping into purpose?

How can remembering God’s faithfulness help you move forward with confidence?

Application & Challenge

You were created in God’s image, uniquely designed for purpose, and empowered to walk confidently in what He has prepared for you.
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