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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Your Perseverance, Your Decisions

Speaker: Pastor Mike 
Date: January 25, 2026 
Scriptures:Luke 9:57-62, Hebrews 10:36, Luke 14:28, Ecclesiastes 11:4, James 1:8, Matthew 7:13, John 6:66, Galatians 6:9, 1 Corinthians 15:58, Deuteronomy 30:19, Philippians 1:6

Main Theme

The direction of our lives is shaped not by a single moment, but by the daily decisions we make—and perseverance is what empowers us to keep choosing God’s way, even when it’s difficult.

1. DECISIONS SHAPE DIRECTION

· Every decision, small or large, carries weight.

· Life outcomes are often the result of repeated choices over time.

· God honors intentional, obedient decisions.

· Wisdom is choosing long-term fruit over short-term relief.

Key Scriptures:

· Proverbs 4:26

· Deuteronomy 30:19

Core Truth: 
 Your decisions today determine your direction tomorrow.

2. PERSEVERANCE IS A SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE

· Perseverance is not passive endurance but active faith.

· God develops perseverance through trials and resistance.

· Growth rarely happens without pressure.

· Staying faithful when it’s hard produces maturity.

Key Scriptures:

· James 1:2–4

· Romans 5:3–4

Core Truth: 
 Perseverance is formed when faith refuses to quit.

3. MOMENTS OF PRESSURE REVEAL CHARACTER

· Difficult seasons expose what we truly trust.

· Pressure often clarifies priorities.

· God uses testing to strengthen belief and refine obedience.

· Perseverance keeps us from making emotional or impulsive decisions.

Key Scriptures:

· Luke 8:15

· Proverbs 16:3

Core Truth: 
 Pressure doesn’t create character—it reveals it.

4. SMALL CHOICES REQUIRE GREAT FAITH

· Obedience is often quiet and unseen.

· Consistency matters more than intensity.

· God works through faithful routines.

· What feels insignificant can have eternal impact.

Key Scriptures:

· Galatians 6:9

· Luke 16:10

Core Truth: 
 Faithfulness in small things sustains perseverance.

5. GOD USES WAITING TO SHAPE US

· Waiting seasons are not wasted seasons.

· God builds trust, patience, and dependence through delay.

· Perseverance grows when answers don’t come quickly.

· Waiting refines motives and deepens faith.

Key Scriptures:

· Isaiah 40:31

· Psalm 27:14

Core Truth: 
 God often works in us while we’re waiting on Him.

6. FINISHING WELL MATTERS

· Starting strong is important, but finishing faithful matters most.

· Perseverance protects purpose.

· God honors endurance rooted in obedience.

· The goal is faithfulness, not perfection.

Key Scriptures:

· Hebrews 12:1

· 2 Timothy 4:7

Core Truth: 
 Perseverance keeps you aligned with God’s calling.

Discussion Questions

Where do you sense God asking you to stay faithful instead of giving up?

What makes perseverance difficult in your current season?

What helps you persevere when progress feels slow?

How can perseverance guard you from making reactive decisions?

What is one decision you can make this week that aligns with God’s direction?

Application & Challenge

God strengthens those who choose obedience repeatedly—your perseverance today is shaping a future God is faithful to fulfill.
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