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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Purpose & Passion 
Speaker: Jerry Ervin 
Date: January 4, 2026 
Scriptures: Revelation 12:11, 1 John 3:7-8, Mark 12:30-31, Galatians 5:13, Hebrews 10:24-25, Matthew 28:19-20, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, Ephesians 4:11-12 
Main Theme 
God created every person with a divine purpose, and true fulfillment is found when we align our lives, passions, and daily rhythms with His design rather than our own plans. 
Key Points 
1. EVERY CREATION HAS A PURPOSE 
· Everything created—by God or by man—is designed with intention. 
· Purpose answers the question “Why was I created?” 
· A lack of purpose leads to emptiness, confusion, and frustration. 
· Identity and purpose are inseparable. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Psalm 139:13–16 
· Jeremiah 1:5 
Core Truth: 
 You cannot fully understand your life until you understand why God created you. 
2. JESUS MODELED A LIFE OF PURPOSE 
· Jesus lived with clarity about why He was sent. 
· His purpose was to destroy the works of the devil and restore people. 
· Purpose gave Jesus focus, direction, and urgency. 
· Believers are called to continue His mission. 
Key Scriptures: 
· 1 John 3:8 
· John 14:12 
Core Truth: 
 Purpose gives meaning to every moment, not just major milestones. 
3. WE ALL SHARE A COMMON PURPOSE 
Every believer is called to: 
· Love God fully 
· Love and serve others 
· Walk in fellowship and community 
· Make disciples and reach the lost 
Key Scriptures: 
· Mark 12:30–31 
· Galatians 5:13 
· Hebrews 10:24–25 
· Matthew 28:19–20 
Core Truth: 
 Purpose is always people-centered, never self-centered. 
4. EACH PERSON HAS A UNIQUE PURPOSE 
· God gives different gifts, passions, and callings. 
· Comparison leads to frustration and burnout. 
· Trying to live someone else’s calling diminishes effectiveness. 
· Fulfillment comes from embracing who God uniquely designed you to be. 
Key Scriptures: 
· 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 
· Ephesians 4:11–12 
Core Truth: 
 There is something God has called you to do that no one else can do the same way. 
5. PURPOSE BRINGS FULFILLMENT, NOT COMFORT 
· Without purpose, life feels like running on a treadmill. 
· Purpose replaces confusion with clarity. 
· Living outside God’s purpose leads to spiritual dead ends. 
· Purpose often requires surrender, growth, and change. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Romans 8:19 
· Proverbs 19:21 
Core Truth: 
 Change begins where comfort ends. 
6. PURPOSE IS LIVED OUT DAILY 
· Purpose is expressed at home, work, church, and community. 
· Your workplace is a ministry field, not just a paycheck. 
· God uses ordinary moments to produce eternal impact. 
· Touching even one life matters deeply to God. 
Key Scriptures: 
· Colossians 3:23 
· Matthew 5:16 
Core Truth: 
 Purpose is not a position—it’s a posture. 
7. DISCOVERING PURPOSE REQUIRES HONEST SELF-EXAMINATION 
· God often reveals purpose through deep questions. 
· Passion is revealed where joy, gifting, and need intersect. 
· Purpose grows clearer through prayer, obedience, and time. 
· Purpose is discovered, not rushed. 
Core Truth: 
 God reveals purpose to those willing to listen, surrender, and grow. 
Discussion Questions 
How would you currently define purpose, and where did that definition come from? 
What parts of your life feel aligned with God’s purpose, and which feel misaligned? 
What fears or obstacles might keep people from pursuing their God-given purpose? 
In what ways could your job, school, or community become a mission field? 
How can you be more intentional about impacting one person daily? 
Application & Challenge 
Seek your purpose in God, not in personal achievement or self-discovery. 
Walk closely with Him, trusting that relationship reveals direction over time. 
Serve others faithfully, knowing purpose is fulfilled through impact, not attention. 
Obey step by step, believing God gives clarity as you move forward in faith. 
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