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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Relationship Matters

Speaker: Pastor Mike 
Date: February 1, 2026 
Scriptures:Genesis 1:1-2, Genesis 1:26, Proverbs 30:4, Psalm 133:1, Psalm 68:6, Ephesians 1:3-8, 1 John 1:1-7, John 15:12, James 5:16

Main Theme

God is a relational God, and spiritual growth, joy, and healing are found not in isolation, but in honest, Christ-centered relationships with God and one another.

1. Relationships Begin With God

· Relationships did not start with humanity; they began within the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit).

· Christianity is not merely a belief system, but an invitation into relationship.

· Jesus came near—faith is not abstract, but incarnational and lived out.

· Our relationship with God shapes how we relate to people.

Key Scripture: 1 John 1:1–3; Genesis 1:26

2. We Were Created for Relationship, Not Isolation

· God declared it was “not good” for man to be alone.

· We were made in God’s image, formed out of relationship for relationship.

· Isolation contradicts God’s design and leads to loneliness and spiritual stagnation.

· Salvation brings us into family, not independence.

Key Scripture: Genesis 2:18; Psalm 68:6

3. Fellowship Is Both Vertical and Horizontal

· Fellowship with God produces fellowship with people.

· You cannot separate love for God from love for others.

· The Holy Spirit is our constant companion—our helper and friend.

· Growth in God always results in growth in love for people.

Key Scripture: 1 John 1:3; John 15:12; 1 John 4:20

4. Walking in the Light Requires Honesty

· God is light; real relationships cannot survive hiding or pretending.

· Darkness is not failure—it is refusing honesty.

· God does not demand perfection, but truth and transparency.

· Healing often comes when sin and struggles are brought into the light with trusted people.

Key Scripture: 1 John 1:5–7; James 5:16

5. Relationship Produces Joy and Healing

· Joy is the fruit of shared life, not isolation.

· Pain, disappointment, and vulnerability are risks of relationship—but necessary ones.

· Growth and forgiveness often happen through community.

· We are cleaned through connection, not before it.

Key Scripture: 1 John 1:4; Psalm 133:1

6. It’s Not About Me — It’s About Us

· God’s blessings and purposes are communal, not individualistic.

· Predestination and purpose are fulfilled in belonging to God’s family.

· Unity is where God commands His blessing.

· Faith is lived out together.

Key Scripture: Ephesians 1:3–10; Psalm 133:3

7. Relationship Is a Choice

· Loving others is an act of obedience, not convenience.

· God calls us to try again when relationships are broken.

· We grow when we choose forgiveness, vulnerability, and commitment.

· Walking in the light leads to new beginnings.

Key Scripture: John 15:12; 1 John 1:7

Discussion Questions

Where have you experienced isolation even while being “connected” to others?

How has isolation affected your joy, faith, or relationships in the past?

Why do you think God designed spiritual growth to happen in community?

In what ways has relationship been both painful and healing for you?

How can the Holy Spirit help us pursue healthier relationships?
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