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Session 10

Session

10
John Has a Vision of Jesus

THEOLOGICAL THEME: The reality of Jesus’ glorious presence gives hope 
to Christians today.

Nearly every book and commentary on the Book of Revelation begins like this: 
“Revelation is one of the most difficult books of the Bible to understand.” And for good 
reason. It is filled with confusing language and images and seemingly endless symbols. 
Knowing how to read it is a mystery, let alone knowing how to understand it. And if we 
do reach the point of understanding Revelation, we discover how frightening it is. 

What is your experience with reading 
Revelation? What is most challenging 
about it?

But as this session and those that follow will show, 
we can and should read and appreciate Revelation. 
With this session, we begin a four-part study through Revelation that culminates with 
reading of the return of Christ. We begin with Jesus revealing Himself in a vision to 
His beloved disciple John. We will see that Jesus is revealed in the glory of the most holy 
God, affirming that He is the Son of God. Then we will see Jesus reveal His power over 
time, death, and hell, each of which factor significantly in the rest of Revelation. Finally, 
we will see Jesus with His church—with us—giving us hope and confidence as we 
strive to remain faithful to the mission He has given us while waiting for His return. 

 Voices from  
the Church
“God is going to enjoy his 
new universe, and we’ll enter 
into his joy. Since we’ll draw 
from the reservoir of God’s 
being, which never runs dry, 
we’ll never run out of passion 
and joy.” 1 

–Randy Alcorn 
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1.  Jesus reveals Himself in glory (Rev. 1:9-16). 

9 I, John, your brother and partner in 
the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was 
on the island called Patmos on account 
of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and I heard behind me a loud voice 
like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what 
you see in a book and send it to the seven 
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna 
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 
and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and 
to Laodicea.”

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 
with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 
16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, 
and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

This passage and the following two chapters pick up a pair of major themes that course 
through the New Testament. The first is Jesus as the appointed One who delivers the 
Father’s message of salvation in unity with the Father (see John 5:19; 6:38; 7:16-17; 14:9; 
1 Cor. 1:3; 8:6; Jas. 1:1). This theme reverberates in the first verse of the book, where 
God gives Jesus the revelation to share with His servants and then again with Jesus 
giving the series of messages to the seven churches (see 1:11; 2–3). 

But Jesus is no mere messenger carrying letters from His Father. Jesus doesn’t just 
deliver the message; He is the message. He is the One who “is coming” (1:7), a 
description connected to God’s name in 1:4b, “him who is and who was and who is to 
come.” The implication is important—Jesus is God in the flesh. He is just as sovereign 
and glorious as His Father. We will see how John further expresses this through Old 
Testament imagery shortly. 
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The second major theme that runs through the rest of the New Testament into 
Revelation is Jesus sacrificing His life to usher in the new covenant (see Matt. 26:27-28; 
Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:25; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:12-14; 1 Pet. 1:2). Jesus’ description as the One 
“who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood” (1:5) echoes this gospel 
foundation and reminds us that Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully human at 
once. Only God can forgive sins, and only a man can live the perfect life we should have 
lived and die as a sacrifice in our place. Both of these are true of Jesus Christ. In His life, 
death, and resurrection, all things that are broken become unbroken. 

Why is it important we understand 
that Jesus is God before we try to 
understand the Book of Revelation? 

John describes the glory of Jesus by drawing 
from several Old Testament images of God. He 
begins by describing not what he saw but what 
he heard—the authoritative voice of Jesus “like 
a trumpet,” which is also how God’s voice is 
described in Exodus 19:16. This voice tells John 
to write down all he sees, reminiscent of the 
Lord’s command to the Old Testament prophets 
(see Jer. 30:2; Dan. 12:4). Jesus radiates God’s 
glory even before John sees Him. Even His voice 
demands attention and reverence, something we 
should remember as He speaks to us through Scripture today. 

The description of Jesus in Revelation 1:13-16 is rooted in Daniel 7 and 10, and the 
parallels are striking. Most importantly, Jesus is portrayed as both the Son of Man and 
the Ancient of Days from Daniel’s account.

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
24. God’s Glory 

The glory of God is His 
manifest work, the way 
He represents His perfect 
character through His 
activity. It also refers to His 
excellent reputation and is 
given as one of the reasons 
we are to praise His name. 
Another sense of the word 
is the inherent beauty 
of God, the unbearable 
brightness and beauty of 
His being as He radiates 
His own attributes and 
characteristics for all to 
witness. The Scriptures 
speak of humanity as having 
“fallen short” of God’s glory 
(Rom. 3:23) because we 
have rejected the purpose 
for which God created us—to 
glorify Him.



95Session 10

It should not be surprising, then, that John’s reaction to seeing the Son of Man and 
the Ancient of Days was to fall like a dead man (Rev. 1:17). Daniel responded likewise 
(Dan. 10:9). 2 Imagine the absolute beauty, awesomeness, and majesty of what John saw! 
This glorious description of Jesus is unlike anything anyone has ever seen. And so John 
desperately grasps for words—mere words—to describe what cannot be described. But 
even if his words were inadequate, they are more than sufficient to give us a glimpse of 
Christ’s glory and lead us into worship of Him! 

Why was it important for John to connect Jesus to the Old Testament in 
his descriptions of Him? 

Which description of Jesus is most meaningful to you? Why? 

2.  Jesus reveals His power over time, death, and hell 
(Rev. 1:17-18). 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on 
me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and 
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

John fell down at Jesus’ feet because he encountered Jesus’ glory. Just like Moses on 
Mount Sinai (Ex. 34) or Isaiah when he was ushered to God’s throne (Isa. 6), John 
is utterly undone in the presence of God’s glory. Are we? That is a good question to 
ponder. But let’s turn now to three key points about Jesus’ power. 

Jesus has power over time. 
When Jesus says He is “the first and the last,” He declares He is the Ruler over time. 
Jesus is “the first” because He has existed eternally, before time even began. Jesus created 
time as part of His creation (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-17). Jesus is “the last” because He will 
always exist, long after the end comes and time is no more. Because He has power over 
time, Jesus is not bound by history but rather stands over it. 
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How might Jesus’ power over time give you comfort and hope today? 

Jesus has power over death.
Death is inevitable, but it’s not natural. It’s the most unnatural thing in the universe. 
But one day death will not be inevitable. It will be defeated once and for all and thrown 
not into a hole in the ground but into a lake of fire with its father, Satan. And through 
Christ, we will be in the new heavens and new earth with the tree of life, feasting 
on its life-giving fruit forever (Rev. 19–22). Jesus, the glorious Son of God, has been 
resurrected from the dead and will destroy death forever. 

But for now, death is the great equalizer that no one can escape. This is why Jesus’ 
victory over death is a message of hope we should share at our dinner tables, with our 
next door neighbors, and with the nations.

How does Jesus’ power over death shape the way you view death and 
talk about it with others?

Jesus has power over hell. 
Hell is real, and forever is a long time. We need to 
be clear about this. However, we should never use 
hell as a scare tactic to convince people to believe 
in Jesus. We are ministers of reconciliation, not of 
condemnation (2 Cor. 5:18). We preach a gospel 
of hope, victory, and life. Rather than “Repent or 
go to hell,” we should follow John the Baptist’s 
model: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matt. 3:2). 

 Voices from 
Church History
“It is better to go bruised to 
heaven than sound to hell.” 3 

–Richard Sibbes  
(1577-1635) 
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The kingdom of heaven, the sphere in which God rules, was brought near to us in 
the incarnation of Jesus. The separation between God and humankind was crossed 
over when God became a man. Jesus’ power over hell means that through Him 
reconciliation to God is possible, and therefore, hell is avoidable. But we don’t believe 
in Jesus just to avoid hell; we believe in Jesus to be joined to Him and all that comes 
with Him.

Why is it important to talk about hell even if it is an uncomfortable and 
unpopular subject? 

3.  Jesus reveals His presence among His churches 
(Rev. 1:19-20). 

19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take 
place after this. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, 
and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

In these verses, we see that Jesus is always present, through every moment of life, and 
because He is present, we can go on the mission He has given us with confidence. 

Jesus is always with us.
How we react to life’s circumstances ultimately reveals how much we trust God is with 
us. Throughout Scripture, we see some examples of how people struggled because they 
failed to trust in God’s presence. 

After years of captivity and harsh conditions in Egypt, the newly-freed Israelites were 
hungry and grumbled to God for not providing food. They even wished they were back 
in slavery, longing for the days when “we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full” 
(Ex. 16:3b). When times got tough, they doubted the Lord’s goodness and longed to be 
enslaved, well-fed, and apart from God rather than hungry and with God. They were 
willing to trade God for sandwiches! 
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Fast forward to the Gospels. Peter spent nearly every day with Jesus for at least three 
years. And yet, as soon as Jesus was arrested and sentenced to death on a cross, Peter 
distanced himself from Jesus and eventually denied Him (Luke 22:54-62). Peter had 
promised to fight for Jesus and never deny Him, but in the end, hard times trumped 
those promises and zeal. Once Jesus’ presence was not as near or comforting, Peter’s 
faith wavered to the point of publicly denying his friendship with Jesus. 

These examples from Scripture show how quickly we can overlook the presence of 
God. But Jesus came to earth and put on flesh so that we would never be without His 
presence. In fact, He sent the Holy Spirit to live within us to ensure we would never be 
alone (John 14:26). Jesus told His disciples that as He sent them on mission to make 
disciples, He would be with them (Matt. 28:18-20), and that is true of us. Jesus holds 
His churches in His hand (Rev. 1:20).

What are some reasons we may feel distant from God? 

How should Christ’s presence affect your worship and the way you point 
others to worship?

Jesus’ presence empowers our mission.
Jesus tells His newly commissioned disciple-makers in Matthew 28 that all authority in 
both heaven and earth has been given to Him. As we have traced Revelation 1 so far, 
we have seen His glory and power. We have seen He is God in the flesh, and He stands 
over time, death, and even hell itself. This authority is the foundation of our mission. 
Jesus tells us we can go into the world without fear because the supreme Ruler of the 
universe is with us. We can go into battle against sin, death, and Satan because it is a 
battle that was already won on the cross and in the resurrection of Jesus. It is not our job 
to “save” anyone; it is our job to go, baptize, and teach. 
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This is good news for weary, wandering pilgrims 
like us. We are not the saviors and do not have to 
be. God Himself stepped into human history on 
the greatest mission trip of all-time. God the Son, 
the long-awaited Messiah, willingly went to the 
cross to die for us and reconcile us to Himself. We 
have a glorious Savior who has promised to make 
all things new, and we get to join His mission and 
rest in His power to accomplish it. So, what are 
we waiting for? 

How has Christ’s presence, power, and 
glory motivated you to be on mission? 

Conclusion 

There is nothing for us to fear in Revelation—including Satan, death, destruction, 
and hell—because King Jesus reigns over it all and we are His. But that is not just true 
for the Book of Revelation; it is true for our lives today, at this very moment. Jesus is 
reigning and we are under His care. His presence is with us. What have we to fear then? 
Let’s step out in faith and continue to share the message of salvation through Jesus to 
the world—a world that desperately needs to hear and respond to that message in light 
of what is coming one day.

CHRIST CONNECTION: When Jesus revealed Himself to John, He pointed to 
His identity as the First and the Last, the Living One. He also pointed to the 
work He accomplished while on earth—defeating death and hell through 
His crucifixion and resurrection. The same Jesus who was once crucified in 
shame is the Jesus who is now exalted in glory.

 Voices from  
the Church
“Missions is not the 
ultimate goal of the church. 
Worship is. Missions exists 
because worship doesn’t. 
Worship is ultimate, not 
missions, because God is 
ultimate, not man…Worship, 
therefore, is the fuel and goal 
of missions.” 4 

–John Piper 
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1.  What are some ways you can reflect intentionally on the glory of the risen 
Son of God?

2.  How should Jesus’ power over time, death, and hell impact your witness to 
the world regarding the good news of Jesus?

3.  How can your group/church help one another live holy and faithful lives in 
light of Jesus’ eternal presence?

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to believe John’s testimony 
about Jesus and to trust that Jesus is present with His people as 
they fulfill His mission.
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