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Please read John 4:1-30 
It would be truly something to 

have been at this encounter 

between Jesus and this Samar-

itan woman.   There were so 

many different reasons and 
culminating circumstances 

that should have made this 

encounter impossible for 

Jesus and the Samaritan.   

First, the location wasn’t the 

right place. Jesus was out of 

bounds.  He was in the land 

that once belonged to the 

nation of Israel before it was 

sacked by the Assyrians.  Af-

ter it was sacked, the remain-

ing Israelites had married and 

joined ,with foreign invaders 

and therefore were seen as 

unclean.  Any self-respecting 

Jewish person would not have 

been caught dead there; yet, 

Jesus, “had to go through 

Samaria.”  Second, race en-

tered this conversation.  Even 

the Samaritan woman said, 

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask 

a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?”  Racial tension was 

high between these two races 

in the region at the time of 

this Gospel; yet, Jesus engages 

in the conversation. 

Third, gender barriers were a 

thing then, too. Rabbis were 

forbidden from addressing 

women in public in the time 

period that this story took 

place.  Jesus disregards this 

social construct to engage in 

conversations with a woman; 

even with a woman of ill-

repute.  

Fourth, this conversation is so 

intriguing  they because they 
were of differing religious 

ideologies.  There were so 

many differences between the 

Samaritan faith and practices 

and the Jewish faith and prac-

tices at this point in history, 

that one could say they were 

worlds apart. Most Jews and 

Samaritans were ready to fight 

one another over these differ-

ences.  Yet Jesus sits down 

and connects with her in a 

way that enables the kingdom 

to flourish.  What is it that 

Jesus models for us in this 

encounter that we could use 

in today’s world?   It seems 

that we live in a day and time 

just as divided, perhaps even 

around similar lines.      

In this passage, Jesus starts 

with what is common to us 

all.  The “chance” meeting of 

Jesus was around a ell.  There 

are five basic needs for hu-

mans to survive: food, water, 

clothing, sleep, and shel-

ter.  Jesus engages a conversa-

tion about one of the most 

basic and important needs in 

the desert wilderness of this 

region, water. What do we 

hold in common with the 

people we are trying to reach 

with the Gospel?  What are 

their needs to which we can 

connect and possibly offer? 
The next thing that Jesus does 

is engage her curiosity.  Hu-

mans are curious about most 

things that are different and 

or out of the norm.  This 

Jewish man, a Rabbi, talked to 

her.  He not only talked to 

her but He spoke of Living 

water, which when drunk 

would become in them a 

spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life.  (If I had to carry a 

bucket out to the well every 

day, I would be curious about 

this, too.) 

Jesus, through the conversa-

tion, awakened a need for 

something more.  Jesus leads 

the Samaritan woman to a 

point of conscience.  She, like 

many of us, knew the things in 

her life that were hidden from 

the world.  Through the en-

counter, she realized that 

nothing is hidden from 

God.  This led her to see her 

need for God’s redemp-

tion.  This leads us to the final 

and most important thing 

Jesus models for us in this 

story. Jesus acknowledges the 

way and source of a restored 

life with God.  Jesus said to 

her, “I am He, the one who is 

speaking to you.”  Jesus is The 

Way, The Truth and the 

Life.  He didn’t withhold the 

truth from the Samaritan 

woman because He was in the 

wrong place, she was the 

wrong race or gender, or  she 

had opposing 

religious practices 

or ideologies. 

Jesus shared with 

her all that she 
had done, and all 

that God wanted 

for her.  This 

encounter was 

enough for her to become 

totally and unequivocally 

transformed.  This Samaritan 

woman became the first evan-

gelist of John’s Gospel, telling 

all who would listen of the 

Lordship of Christ. 

What would it look like if we 

had this kind of impact on the 

community in which we 

live?  What would it look like 

if we could break down the 

barriers that hold us apart and 

model some characteristics of 

Jesus that spark curiosity and 

conscience in us and those 

around us? What would it 

look like if we preached the 

Gospel as if it were something 

for which we all hunger and 

thirst?  God in Christ is the 

Bread of Life.   The Holy Spir-

it is The Living Water that 

quenches our thirsty souls. 

Jesus clothes us in His right-

eousness.  It is through Jesus 

that we find strength and rest 

for our weary hearts. He is 

our shelter from the 

storms.  God is calling us into 

an encounter with God and 

the “Samaritan” men and 

women of our day.  Will you 

engage?     

“What is it that Jesus models for us in 

this encounter that we could use in 

today’s world?   It seems that we live 

in a day and time just as divided, 

perhaps even around similar lines.”     

Join Us! 

Sunday Service             

10:00 AM 

OUR MISSION 

We invite you to follow us on 

social media! 

Senior Minister: Rev. Nathan Finsel 

Office Manager: Jill Lowe 

Music Minister: Joel Everett 

Children’s Ministers: 

Danyel Williams & Krystal Davis 

Nursery Minister: Kimberly Stutts 

Youth Minister: Patty Brotherton 

Fair View United Methodist Church 

1430 Mecklenburg Hwy 

Mooresville, NC 28115 

Email: info@fairviewumc.org 

(704)-664-2880 

Website: www.fairviewumc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

  9AM - 1PM 

"To invite, to receive, and to nurture 

all people in our growing communi-

ty to a fuller understanding and 

loving relationship with our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ." 

To Give Online: 
Open Camera and 

hover over QR 

Code.  Click on 

link that populates. 
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HERITAGE SUNDAY - SEPT. 11, 2022 

1896-2022 

On Sunday Sept. 11th, Fair View’s long celebrated tradition of 

Heritage Sunday was held, and while the weather was dreary, the 

atmosphere was one of celebration!  Heritage photos and  

memorabilia were displayed for everyone to enjoy as they  

entered the sanctuary. 

We were pleased to welcome guest preacher, Rev. Dr. Jessica 

Terrell, a United Methodist Elder serving as District Superinten-

dent of the Central West North Georgia Conference.  “Jess,” as 

she is fondly remembered, served as a Duke University Student 

Intern during the summers of 2003-04. 

During the service, 

Ann Goode  

recognized  

members with  

50+ years of service  

to the church, as well 

honored those who 

have gone on to the Church Triumphant. She also 

led a beautiful Heritage Day prayer. The chancel choir offered 

special music, and congregational hymns were old familiar  

favorites.   

During Rev. Terrell’s message, she reminisced on funny  

moments, lessons learned, relationships formed and new experi-

ences. Her message reminded everyone at Fair View that the  

intention to be the body of Christ, in this community, as a Unit-

ed Methodist Church has never changed, and generations of spir-

itual fathers/mothers never let the fire go out in all this time. 

Following the service, all  

enjoyed prepared box lunch-

es and fellowship in the 

church fellowship hall due to 

the threat of rain.  The full  

Heritage Day Sunday mes-

sage can be found on our 

website  

fairviewumc.org. 

SPECIAL THANKS 

On behalf of the Fair View Church Council, I wanted to say a great big 

THANK YOU to all the folks that pitched in for our Heritage Day  

celebration on September 11th.  A special thanks to Ellar Hicks and help-

ers for all of the history and memorabilia shared, to Judy  

Donaldson and her team for our delicious brunch, and to Bill Hicks for 

arranging and making available the Fellowship Hall when the weather 

moved us inside.  The day was a blessing we haven’t been able to share as 

a church family since 2019.  Nathan and Jess, thank you both for a most 

encouraging and memorable service.   Jeff Richardson 

“I don’t suppose any of us were around in 1894 when Mr. 

Moses White decided to start a Sunday School Class in a 

local store front in the Mt. Mourne Community, but as those 

people met in that small Sunday school class and they sang 

God’s praises, as they studied God’s Word, the Holy Sprit 

began to stir something up in them, in those person’s hearts, 

and they were moved to eventually start a church; this 

church, actually.” Rev. Dr. Terrell - Heritage Sunday message 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

Individuals 

meet with pray-

er and scrip-

ture  

readings  

before   

discussing the 

Wednesday 

Upper Room 

devotion and 

that day’s discussion questions from the back of 

the devotional. We have a group of regulars but 

always welcome anyone who wants to join us, any 

time. Our church, community,  

country, and the world need our prayers more 

now than ever.  

Upper Room Devotion & Prayer 

Group 

Faith Study Group  
The Monday Sunday School Class 

You are invited to join the group for Dr. David  

Jeremiah’s study, Forward that begins on Oct. 10  

Your best days are not 

behind you! Now more 

than ever God is ready 

to use you, and your 

greatest moment could 

be only a step away. It 

doesn’t matter who you are or what your age or 

current situation may be---God will strengthen 

you, fulfill you, and partner with you to see great 

things accomplished in your lifetime. 

The six week series: 

1. Dream: Seize Your Tomorrow Today 

2. Focus: Make Your One Thing the Main Thing 
3. Risk: Get Out of Your Safe Zone 

4. Pursue: Chase Your Dream 

5. Believe: Get Your Mind Right 

6. Finish: You’re Not Done Until You’re Done 

Come and join us for a short video, discussion and 

fellowship. This group is a mixture of 

couples and singles and all are welcome.  
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Meeting Every Wednesday 

11:00AM to Noon 

Wesley (portable classroom) 

New Study Begins 

Mon. Oct. 10 

5:30PM 

Wesley (portable classroom) 

Book Group 

United Methodist Men 
The United Methodist Men enjoy a great 

time of fellowship every 2nd Sunday morning  

before church service.  

The cooks arrive at 

early to prepare for 

breakfast at 8:00am, a 

devotion & meeting   You’ll always find them 

supporting the church where necessary.  Not 

attending?  Set your clock and join them! 

Barry Price will lead the upcoming book  

discussion Glad You’re Here.   

Meetings begin October 10th at 6:30PM in 

Wesley and every 2nd Monday. 

“When Craig Cooper and 

Walker Hayes met, Walker 

was an alcoholic atheist reel-

ing from the backlash of a 

failed music career. Through 

their unlikely friendship, 

Craig’s life demonstrated the 

love of Christ in a way that 

shattered Walker’s misconceptions of Christi-

anity, ultimately leading him down the path to 

a dramatic conversion. The two are now close 
as brothers, choosing to be next-door neigh-

bors, and ripping out the fence between their 

homes as a testament to the power of the gos-

pel to break down barriers and unite people 

together in Christ. Glad You’re Here helps us 

discover how building relationships, sacrificing 

for the good of others, and drawing near in 

times of need can lead to powerful transfor-

mation. Through story and biblical reflec-

tions, Glad You’re Here helps readers see 

how God works in the everyday lives of those 

who love him.” 

Save the Date 

Church Work Day 

Sat. Oct. 22 

The Stephen Ministers  

Compassionate Caregiving event for 

Saturday, October 15 has been 

postponed until 2023.  
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Movers & Shakers 

On September 15th, the 

Movers And Shakers visited 

Old Salem.  Several took 

the historical tour and 

learned about life in the 

village's early days, while 

others opted to wander 

around and do some shop-

ping.  All visited the Mora-

vian Home Church to learn 

of it's history, to hear the 

beautiful organ play, and to 

meet a wonderful inter-

preter.  Afterwards, the 

group had lunch at Muddy 
Creek Café, and of course, 

stopping at Krispy Kreme 

before arriving home. 

On October 5th, a trip is 

planned to see the musical 

Grease at the Wohlfahrt 

Haus Dinner Theatre in 

Whytheville, VA.   

Looking ahead, make plans 

to join the group on No-

vember 17th, when they 

plan to visit the Moores-

ville Museum and enjoy 

lunch in downtown Mooresville. Please see 

Mary Stutts to learn how you can get involved 

or if have any questions. 

Agape Class 

Please join the Agape Class to 

get an early start for the Ad-

vent Season!  A short four-

lesson study titled “Prepare 

the Way for the Lord – Ad-

vent and the Message of John 

the Baptist” begins this month.  

The participant book and  

video are written by Reverend 

Adam Hamilton, a well-known 

United Methodist pastor and 

author familiar to many. The 

participant book can be purchased from your favorite 

bookstore, and is available in standard print, large-

print and E- book formats. 
 

Scheduled dates with the respective chapter titles: 

Oct. 20th Lesson 1 - A People Prepared for the Lord 

Nov. 3rd Lesson 2 - God Is Gracious 

Nov. 17th Lesson 3 - The Fruit of Repentance 

Dec. 1st Lesson 4 - Witnesses Testifying to the Light 

An excerpt from the 

Cokesbury  

website: 

“For centuries, 

Christians have 

turned to the story and message of John the Baptist in 

the weeks leading up to Christmas…best-selling au-

thor and pastor Adam Hamilton explores the Advent 

themes of John’s life and ministry, and how John calls 

all followers of Jesus to prepare our hearts for his 

coming. In each of the Gospels, the story of Jesus is 

intertwined with that of his cousin John, the one 

whom the prophets foretold would come to “prepare 

the way of the Lord.” When we hear the message of 

John the Baptist, it makes us and our world ready to 

receive Christ.” 

 

A Zoom link will be provided on the Fair View website 

event calendar .  This is a wonderful time of fellowship,  

discussion, and sharing of praises and prayer concerns. 

The Agape Class looks forward to having you join 

them as we prepare our hearts for the coming of the 

Christ Child! 

Agape Class Begins: 

Thur. Oct. 20 at 7:00PM 

Location: Zoom 
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Fellowship Lunch Bunch 

Each Second Sunday, the Lunch Bunch visits a  

local restaurant after the church service.  On 

Oct. 9, everyone is invited to enjoy lunch at  

I. Bambini.  They offer a delicious lunch buffet, 

which offers samplings of their menu, including 

desserts. The cost of the buffet is $13.  You 

can also order from their dinner menu.  

The restaurant is located at 2785 Charlotte 

Hwy, Suite 9, Mooresville. They open at 11:30 

and the group meets there promptly to be 

seated without reservations.  All are encour-

aged to join.  The group would like to know 

of other restaurants that would welcome 

them without a reservation, as they would be 

open to giving them a try! This was a vision of 
Duane Carter and the group is honored to 

keep it going in his memory.  

The Fall Round-Up for new 

Cub Scouts (kindergarten 

thru 5th grade) was held at 

Coddle Creek Elementary 

School last month and was 

a great success. Fifteen new 

scouts and five new leaders 

signed up with the Pack sponsored by Fair 

View. Registration is still open to any girl or 

boy by contacting any of the leaders in the 

Pack or Bill Hicks at 

wchicks@hotmail.com. The month of Octo-

ber will have lots of activities in addition to 

the weekly 

meetings of 
the scouts in 

their age 

groups. On 

10/1, all new 

scouts will 

attend a 

countywide 

event 

day where 

they will 

have fun plus 

earn their 

first Scout 

badge. At 

the end of the month 

there will be a Freaky Fall Festival for all 

Scouts at the Piedmont Council  

(11counties) Cub Scout Camp in Ruther-

fordton. 

The Scouts are selling Trails-End popcorn and 

Whitley’s Peanut Factory peanuts to fund 

their enrollment with the Pack. Contact any 

scout to make a purchase. 

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTED 

EVENTS 
 Fishing Derby at Lake Norman 

State Park 
 Placing flags on the Veteran’s 

graves at Centre Presbyterian 

and Fair View UMC 
 Presenting a new American flag 

to Coddle Creek Elementary 

School with entire study body 
 Marching with Veterans in the 

Mooresville Veterans Day  

Parade 
 Marching in the Mooresville 

Christmas Parade 

Aspire - A Women’s Event 

SCOUTING AROUND WITH PACK #173 

Danyel Williams is organizing a group to  

attend the Aspire Women’s event scheduled 

for Fri. Oct. 21st at Connect Christian Church 

in Concord. The event is just for  

women and is an evening full of laughter, learn-

ing, stories and music. All are welcome to  

attend. Tickets are $25 but drop to $20 for 10 

or more attending. If you are interested in 

learning more, or want to go, please reach out 

to Danyel.   

NEW CHURCH EMAIL 
The church email is now  

info@fairviewumc.org.   Please  

update your contact list. 

Communion for the Home Bound 

If you, or you know 

someone, who is home-

bound and would like to 

request one of our 

Communion Stewards 

to come and serve 

Communion, please call the church office to 

schedule a time.   

Communion Stewards have been trained to 

administer communion and are made up of 

Stephen Ministers and Congregants, and we 

appreciate their service to the church body. 
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OCTOBER HAPPENINGS 

FriendsGiving - Sat. Nov. 20th at 

12:00 p.m.  Children will enjoy a 

fellowship lunch as a celebration 

of Thanksgiving. 

Mrs. Danyel and Ms. Krystal, 

Children’s Ministers 

While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 

night shall not cease. Genesis 8:22 

Breakfast with Santa - Children 

are invited to enjoy Breakfast 

with Santa on Sat. Dec. 10th 

from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

 2 
Children meet in room 304 

each after service for a fun 

biblical lesson. 

The Fair View Family and the 

community are invited to  

attend our annual  

Trunk or Treat Fall Festival 

Sat. October 29th from  

12-3PM.   

 

All are invited to decorate your 

trunk and the winning trunk will 

be announced during service on 

Oct. 30th!  Be sure to sign-up 

in the church narthex or links 

provided through church 

emails. 

 
Children will enjoy a Bounce 

House, Games, Prizes, Food 

and Trunk or Treat.  Be sure to 

wear a costume and come for a 

fun-filled afternoon!  Invite your 

friends and come expecting a 

good time! 

Fall Festival - Join us on Sat. 

Oct. 29th from 12-3PM for 

a great time of Trunk or 

Treat! 
29 

LOOKING AHEAD 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

KIDZ NEWZ 

We recently received an updated picture of Angela, Fair View Kidz 4-year-old  

Compassion Child from Kenya. We have been sponsoring her for 11 months now and 

love getting to see how much she is growing.  
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October 3 

October 6 

Debbie King 

October 8 

Grey Caldwell 

October 10 

Jon Crawford 

Donovan Rubinstein 

Sugenia Wells 

October 11 

October 12 

October 13 

Bob Baldwin 

Billy Glaze 

Erik Gustafson 

Alex Lloyd 

October 14 

October 15 

Brenda Agan 

October 16 

October 17 

October 27 

October 18 

October 24 

October 25 

October 29 

October 28 

October 30 

Savannah Cartwright 

Annette Imbody 

Ashley Bonk 

Ashley Hawes 

Ritalynn Ackerman-Bonk 

Michael Burgess 

Tara Cashion 

Emily Beyer 

Aaron Carpenter 

October 23 

Dale Bonk 

October 20 

Donald Carter 

Joe Savovic 

Ollie Turner 

Steve Winecoff 

Alana Dunsmore 

Jessica Agan 

Mackenzie Finsel 

Mahki Hawes 

Jan Ervin 

DeRay Cole 

Kenneth Coone 

Louise McSwain 

Pat Savovic 

Robert Robertie 

 

October 13 

Aaron and Erin Parrott 

October 9 

J. C. and Tiffany Stutts 

October 27 

Michael and Ann Goode 

October 5 

Gus and Linda Gustafson 

October 16 

David and Kristin Diamond 

October 31 

Dale and Ritalynn Bonk 



 

Ongoing through Oct., 

the Mission’s Team will 

be supporting Operation 

Christmas Child.   

Individuals or Families 

can fill shoe boxes or 

donate to the Youth to 

do the shopping for you.  Pamphlets and shoe boxes 

are available for pick-up in the narthex.  Donations of 

$10 per box will help cover shipping costs.  Please see 

Kathy Schilling if you have questions or want to get 

started. 

OCTOBER MISSION OUTREACH 

We called 

and you  

responded!   

Recently, it 

was deter-

mined that 

our  

Backpack 

Ministry 

closet was in 

short supply, 

and we 

shared the 

need for various items.  Within days, food and 

donations came in and the Mission Team is so 
grateful!  Because of your generosity, Ellar 

Hicks was able to prepare a donation for the 

Coddle Creek Elementary School.  Thank you!  

This is an ongoing ministry, so as you grocery 

shop, the following items are regularly needed. 

 Ramen Noodles 

 Mac 'n Cheese 

 Canned Chicken or Tuna 

 Hormel Complete Dinners 

 Peanut Butter 

 Jelly 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Vienna Sausage 

 Hormel Chili 

 Oatmeal 

 Grits 

 Juices or low-sugar juice pouches 

 Snack-pack Pudding Cups 

September Outreach 
On Sat. Sept. 24, team members of the Fair View Faith-

ful gathered to Walk for Life.  This Sat. event culminat-

ed the weeks of Fair View’s fundraising efforts for the 

Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman’s  

annual event.  Thanks to your support, the team 

rounded out as a top 10 team with $3600 raised.  Your 

support is greatly appreciated! 

October is a 5th 

Sunday month, so 

we will be  

accepting food and 

monetary 

donations for the 

Mooresville Christian Mission on Sun. Oct. 

30th.  Please earmark your giving envelope or 

note it online when you complete your offering.   
The mission of The Christian Mission is to offer 

hope, empower people and fight poverty. 

Supporting Operation We Care 

Our office manager, Jill Lowe shares the 

love of Christ through her community outreach,  

Felicity Manor Gives Back, a division of Felicity Manor.  

In October, volunteers will bless all the residents of 

The Citadel with a special gift bag of items they choose.  

Fair View has offered to partner with Felicity Manor by 

providing donated items and the opportunity to assem-

ble and deliver gift bags to The Citadel on Oct. 26.  In 

the weeks to come, the list of needed items will be 

posted in church announcements and emails.   


